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» O THl 

RIGHT RESPECTABLE 
My ancient and welLbelored P AT R O N» 

T H E 

PUBLIC. 



" w 



HY don't you dedicate 
to Mr Pitt?'* 



Bccaufe, Sir> I vrould rather fct 
forth my own tilents than the vir- 
tues and praifes of the beft man 
upon earth. I love to fay things 
that no one elfe ever thought of» 
extraordinary, quite out of the 
common v^ay. I fcom to echo the 
voice of every fellow that goes the 
road. Whether the veflel of the 
commonwealth fhall fink or fwim.; 
what is it to me? I am but; a 
paifenger, 

A ^ 
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^* But^ then, there is a manner 
in doing things, you know." 



No, Sir, It is no.bufinefs of mine. 

-Mr Pitt is the p/tron of my patron ; 

lef'my patfoi^ then^declicate to him, 

and welcome, declicate fta'rues, tern- 

pies, mAiuinents as lallipg as the 

cbenefits coufefred ! It is nothing to 
me ; neither will I fay a* f/Uable 
^ more abdut the matter^ 

- May It pleafe your Refpedlable- 

nefs, : 
, T H O U G H the Dedicauon is the 
^ the (borteft part of a book, and held 
•by iill readers to be the vileli and 

moH: contemptible; yet the writer 
•and his patron, the Dedicator and 

the Dedicatee, f have a different way 
.of thinking; the latter, on account 
]pf , thje i^ceafe that it breathes, and 

the former, on account of. the profit 
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that it brings, look upon it as the 
moft important part of the per- 
formance. 

Alas! how little,confideration i& 
left, for the race of writers, among 
the race of readers, efpecially on this^ 
chapter of Dedications. 

Your Refpedlablenefs, perhaps^ 
bath not duly perpended the travail^ 
the toil, the marvellous drudgery^ 
the muck that Dedicators are obliged 
to pafs through, and the fences of 
truth over which they muft break^ 
in order to cull, feledt, and fubli- 
mate an oflFering fit to lay upon the 
akar of adulation. 

Through what a world of weeds 
da they range to gather their little 
nofegays j from what a profulioa of 
offences do they extra(5l their per- 
fumes; and how many nights do* 

As 



vi D E P I C A T I O N. 

they watch, to coneentre and realize 
a fingle mouthful of moonfhine for 
the gratification of their patrons. 

The trades alfo,: incumbent upon 
them^ are manifold, fuch as of paint- 
, ing, patching, and plaftering; of em- 
broidering, ihaping, and fliavingj 
and of tyring, trimming, and tay- 
loring ;^ in order to fmooth and gar- 
nifh the man *' whom it delighteth 
them to honour," and to furnifh hiax 
with a. full fuit of praifes. 

But your.Refpedlablenefs^, I hum- 
bly hope, would not wifli. me to. be 
at all this trouble \ for indeed trouble, 
is a thing that I do not af&<5L There 
is, alfo, a kind of delicacy requifite 
in tickling the ribs of vanity; I am^ 
at beft, but a downright fort of a fel- 
lp\;^ ;^ and flbould I aukwardly prc-- 
fume to dafh your merits full into. 

tdue chops of your modefty,. I mig|xt 
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defer ve but ill at the hands of your 
Refpedtableaefs. 

; My grandmother, peace be with 
herl I jremember one thing amcvng 
the many good advices, which Ihe 
gave, and I forgot. *' Never difgrace 
yourfelf,*' qnoth fhe, *' ift order to 
do honour to any one breathing.'^ 
Think not^ thepeforc, my moft re^ 
fpe<5lable patroa, that I will either de- 
baft myfelf by cajjoling yati to your 
face, or do violence to truth, by any 
kind of panegyric,, when youi; back, 
fhall be turned*. 

That I have received many favours, 
from your Greatnefs, and have a com- 
petent lenfc of gratiiude^for the lame,, 
16 mofi certain. It is alfo true, that 
all my lltidies and labours, have been:, 
applied for your fervice,. and that h 
willied no other death tha^h^that o£ 
feeing down my life for your fake;. 
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* 

Yet, with all my love for your perfoir, 
and endeavours for your profperity, 
I cannot find about me the fmalleft 
fcantling of veneration for your vir- 
tues« 

You have, however, thefatisfac- 
tion to be quite eafy up<Mi this fcore, 
and no way to be mortified at any 
fentiments to your difadvantage. 
Your fund of good-hiumour on fuch 
occafions is inexhauftible j ,and you 
have often joined with me in repro- 
ving and ridiculing your own vice» 
and follies, which at all times you 
take more pleafure to rally than, I 
apprehend, you will at any time take 
pains to amend. 

I remember, that, in my ycmth, I 
was a great builder of caftles, and^ 
having your intereft always at heart, 
and feldom out of my head, I em- 
ployed my time in forming a thou- 
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. fand romantic and airy fchemes for 
your advantage, 

• I once propof^d to build your hap- 

pinefs on religion, on Chriftian piety, 

, andadeepfenleof duty ; but,'having 

. ill vain fought a foundation whereon 

I might lay the firfl ftone, the fuper- 

, ftru(5urc vanilhed like the clouds of 

lall September. 

I then attempted to plan the efta- 
blilhment of your liberty and re- 
nown, upon the ancient and appro- 
ved principles of the Spartan po- 
TEHTY. As this had been barely a 

- heathen virtue ; as it had raifed and 
fupported that great and glorious 
people through many fucceeding cen- 
turies, in an uninterrupted enjoyment 
of freedom, power, and profperity } 

>nd as nothing appeared to be want- 
ing to the accomplifhment of this 
Icheme, fave a few fimple articles* 
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fudi as moderation, content, felf-de- 
nial, and £o forth, I made no doubt of 
your embracing the terms with joy^ 

On paying my firft vifit, your Re- 
fpedlablenefs was juft come from a 
Corporation*-au(5lion, where I was 
told you had fet your own mother 
up to fale ; but your Dignity was fc> 
drunk at the coH of the bidders, that 
Ichofe to defer matters to a more 
fobcr opportunity. 

On my next addrefs, I underflood 
that the equipage of your Refpedla- 
blenefs was in waiting; for it is not 
with you now as in the days of Queen 
Befs. You were haftjening to lee the 
Italian puppet-£hew. As 1 advanced 
to pay my refpedls, I was dazzled by 
the ornaments with which, you had 
glorified your perfon, all the produdl 
of foreign looms, and of foreign la- 
bours i your linen of the Netherlands,^ 
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3Kmr poim of Spain, your ruffles of 
Prefdcn, with a full fuit in the cut of 
France, and trimmed like that of the 
three brothers in a Tale of a Tub. la 
fliort, you were fo fatisfied, fo wrapt, 
fo full of your finery, you could then 
attend to nothing, fave the contem- 
{>lation of your fair felf. 

I had ftill patience. I watched 
my time. I attended you late on a 
Sunday-evening, when I thought you 
at Icifure from the fervour of your 
devotioins. But how was I (|ruck of 
a heap, when your footmaa infornu. 
ed me, that fome noblemen and la- 
dies of the moft fafhionable diftinc-* 
tion, had ehgaged you for the afier- 
noon, at the Gaming-^table) 

Soon after, I was apprifed, tibat, 
"what with fpending your time and 
money, in running to raree-fhows ; 
ia playing four corners and a fool $ 
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in drinking,. drefiingy drabbing ; and 
in gormandizing and gambling ; the 
iihances of your Rcfpedlablencfs were 
confiderably funk. . It alfo came to 
my ear, that you were hugely fond of 
GocK-MATCHES, though you kept 
them as far as poflible from your own 
dunghill J that it was your cuftom to 
bet on one fide, and then to bet on 
t'other i^de, and to lofe your money 
on all fides ; and th^t, by thefe and 
the former means, yourRefpedlable- 
nefs was dipt foup to the ears in debt^ 
it was thought your yearly incpme 
would, in time, barely anfwcr the 
intereft of what you owed* 

It was now confidently affirmed^ 
m^y it pleafe your Rcfpedlablenefe, 
that you yourfelf were apprehenfiveof 
being reduced to fudden indigence ; 
and I eagerly feized this occafion of 
waiting upon you, in order, as I truft- 
ed, to reconcile you toyour fate^ and^ 
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poflibly, to delight you with the pro* 
fpcdl of yaur approaching poverty. 
For I fighed when I refleded on your 
intemperate and unbounded thirft 
after riches, that death t6 national 
nature, which had proved the liiortal 
poifoil of Greece and Rome, atid oi 
all the people who tafted it, from the 
beginning of the world to this pre* 
fcnt good day. ^ 

♦ 

Being fliewn to your apartment, t 
perceived your Greatiiefs feated in a 
moody kii>d of attitude! But, ha- 
ving formerly had the honour of be- 
ing known to yqu, I took a chair 
without ceremony ; and, chatting 
with you a while about the weather 
the news of the day, and fuch like 
ponderous matters, as fage jaainifters 
and fage politicians are wont to do^ 
1 began to introduce and open th« 
bufincfs, 

B 
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Pray, Mifter, faid your Dignity; 
(fomewhat fliort), have you aay par-, 
licular bufincfs with me at this time ? 
I am come, may it pleafe you, faid I^ 
to propofe a fpeedy and cffcdlual me- 
thod for the fupply of all your wants. 
At thcfe agreeable tidings, all the 
ears your Refpeaablenefs had, were 
pricked up and opened to audience. 
— Goon, my good friend, difpatch| 
in Heaven s name. 

May it pleafe you, added I, it wag 
the cuftom of all the feers and fages 
of ancient days, to introduce truth 
and wifdom under the covering of 
fable; and this covering was as a 
nut'fhell ; if your teeth were able to 
crack it, you had the kernel for your 
pains. Permit me then, at lead to 
imitate their manner ; for, though 
the matter fhould happen to drop by 
the w^y, the firft traveller who take? 
it up may be bettered thereby. 
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Once upon a time, for fo fays my 
ftory, ahoufeholder, with his family, 
was caft on a certain ifland, where,; 
through a progefs of years, they pro- 
pagated till they became a little na- 
tion. The foil-was exceeding fertile,^ 
but there was neither river nor fprin^ 
in all the land. Nature, however, 
had provided for this defe(5l, by a 
kind of fruit that pcrfedly allayed 
the thirft j it was bitter to the t^fte, 
but left an agreeable flavour in the 
mouth, and gave health, fpirits, and 
vigour to the whale conftitUrtion j 
and it was called by a name which, 
in our language, fignifies, as nearly 
as I can render it, The fruit of 

ABSTINENCE. 

There were alfo other fruits, of a: 
fpccies wholly the reverfe of the for- 
mer; for the flavour of thefc was 
extremely delicious ; but then they 
inflamed th^ thirft, enervated the 

B 2 
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frame, and were called by a name 
that fignified the Fruit of- in- 
dulgence. " 

< 

m 

As almofl all people made thislat*** 
ter fruit a part of their daily food ; 
the national thirft, in time^ became 
fo . great, that the liturgy of their 
church was altogether compofed of- 
prayers for rain. O Jupiter, fome 
water, a little water, dear Mifier Ju- 
piter, water, water, water, we pray 
for nothing but water ! fiak us^ 
plunge us, drown us, overwhelm u& 
with water I 

■A J 

t 

On the decline of every fan, feve-. 
ral families fpread out the- fleeces of 
their flocks, as alfo their flieets and 
blankets, for the receiving andre- 
laining of the nightly dew. Others 
furnilhcd themfelves with fmall a- 
lembics for diftilling the urine of 
their houfehold. Some took a twelve-^ 
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months voyage to bring back as much 
liquid as they might fubfift on for a 
few weeks ; and the geniufes of thenar 
tion employed themfeives in various 
|>roje<5ls, fuch as the chemical extrac- 
tion of moifture f rom bifcuit and old 
fiddles ; as alfo the hanging nets of 
a peculiar texture on poles of due 
elevation, for catching the clouds. 

Your Refpedlablenefs has. my tale. 
---Can make nothing of it, fay you ? 
— Suppofe the thirft of this people 
an emblem of their avarice, and 
wealth to be reprefented by water^ 
in the fable. — -' 

9 

. In fhort, may it pleafe your Di'2;- 
nity, I have brought you (iicre it is) 
a refinement on the inftiturions ot the 
. great Lycurgus. Could I, like the le- 
giflator of Lacedemon, prevail upon 
you barely to abridge vour iicfircs,, 
you would find yourlelf wholly a 
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flranger to want. You W0«uld there-' 
by acquire the wealth of greatriefs,. 
goodefsy glorioufnefs ; that peace^ 
that folidity af fublunary ; enjoy- 
mcnty .which can only be found im 
a voluntary poverty. 

Scarce had I pronounced the laflt 
fatal word, when your Refpe<5lable- 
hefs ftarted up in a paffion. You. 
afked me if 1 had not feen the levee 
of duns at your gate, and the catch-r 
poles that lurked for you at every 
corner. You coiifigned me with a 
very good will to the devil j and de- 
fired, that, the next time I prefumed 
to turn ftate-quack, I fhould not prer- 
feribe drink to a. drowning man. 

( 

As I'retired under the greatefl der 
jedlion of fpirits, — Ho ! you cried, 
honeft friend? Mr, what do they 
call, you?^ come back! You, who 
fcatter your money as faft as yous 
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words ; as profufe of your purfe a& 
you are af your opinions j you who 
always run a naile before your rents, 
and live upon the harvefl: of the next 
year's fickle j are you not alfo a poor 
devil, one of the Diogenical gentle- 
lAen, as very an emperor of the Tub 
as myfelf ? 

Preach up poverty, with a pox ! 
firft get wherewithal to pay your own 
, debts* The ready runners ! my boy, 
the paflkble pictures ! the royal pages j 
the fparklers ! the portable ! the po- 
table ! Ay marry, tliis would do, this 
would fortify your argument, this 
would mould me to your form, and 
perfuade me to your faith. It is this„ 
fny Rttle ladflthat would fhut to the '" 
door on ^1 manner of temptations ' 
and kick the corruptions you have fo 
often complained of into the kennel.! 
Come, caft me the nativity of this> 
bright ibn of Phcebus,, draw me a. 
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fchemefor raifing this Egyptian fromf 
the deep ; and you Ihall be my dar- 
ling, my bardling, my hourly oracle, 
my Apollo of Delphos ; and what 
not? 

Was your Refpecflabknefs^ fai'd I, 
ever told your fortune ? perhaps it 
might bear fome refemblance to my 
Own. 1 wns a boy, when the cun- 
ning man, peering earneftly into my 
palm, uttered a fentence, which I 
lliall remember the longed day I 
have to live. You will always, faid 
he, be getting a power of money j 
and, take my word, you will never 
be worth a groat.. 

Indeed, could I have prevailed 
upon your Refpedlablenefs to be con- 
tented with poverty, I was in hopes 
you would have enriched your mo* 
nitor for his pains j but,, in truth, Vta 
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a very afs at this bufinefs of getting 
money either for yon or myfelf ; and 
as for the keeping it when I have 
got it, I have long fince given up all 
thonghts of the matter. I will, how- 
ever, do my be ft to add to th^ glo- 
ries^ to the virtues, as I may fay, of 
your Refpcdablenefs, in a manner 
more acceptable than my prefent plan 
has provedr 

I am your Dignity's moft devoted, 
and wiih you a mighty good 
everting, v 

V 

HAVING thereafter configned my 
late ffchcttie to Bakers and Barbers^ 
and to all thie vileft- applications . of 
wafte paper, I fat down to ftudy 
dnd provide a remedy for that fever* 
ifli kind of confumption, under which 
your Refpedl^blenefs apparently la- 
boured during our lace confabula- 
lion. 
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I was fenfible at the fame time^ 
that your diftemper was common to- 
many other countries, and that it was 
no where held to be dangerous," for- 
afmuch as it only.confifted of two? 
articles, the Senfuality of the Body> 
and the Corruption of the Mind* 

■ * — , , 

I alfo knew, that, in former ages^ 
a great number of publics had beea 
affedled with the vefy malady that 
now poflefTes your Refpedlablenefs, 
and yet had lived merrily under it ta 
their dying day. 

I wifhed, however,, to keep that 
day at fomc diftjance trom your Great- 
nefe ; and, with long and intcnfe 
labour, and at the coft of many a 
candle during my nightly lucubra- 
tions, I compounded a medicine of 
approved and infallible efficacy, con- 
fifting,, for the nonce, of a quantum 
fufficit of the Temperance and 
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Patriotism "of the primitive Ro- 
mans. 

I knew that the cure would follow ; 
but how to prevail upon your Rc- 
fpe<5lablenefs to fwallow the Prefcrip- 
tion, was a imall matter of difficulty 
that yet remained. For, it is a mif^ 
fortune peculiar to thofe who are bit 
by love, avarice, ambition, pride, 
and fuch paiTions, that they deteft 
the thoughts of a reftorative; and are 
fo enamoured of their diftcmper^ they 
would rather fee the devil than Dr 
Apollo himfelf at the door. 

I, again, had the honour of be- 
ing-admitted to an audience. I call* 
cd up and exhaufted all the powers 
of oratory on that capital, occafion. 
1 demonftrated to your Refpedlable- 
^efs, that the whole weight and ele- 
vation of the Roman (late, refted 
£mply on the two pillars of Tjkm- 
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tEnANcE and Patriotism, bl 
which it rofe, increafed, and ftood 
fupported through many ages; till^ 
thofc pillars being gradually lapped, 
the mighty ftrud\ure, with its faid 
foundation, decayed, greW ruinous^ 
and fell confounded together: That 
temperance is necefTary to the ftrength 
of a man, as patriotifm is neccflary 
to the ftrength of ^a, people: That 
each Roman, thus - nerved and 
powerful apartj was yet ftrength- 
^ned, a hundred thoufand fold, by 

an invifible chord, which run fronv 
man to man, and united all as one 
in the Love of Countiiy» And 
that hence fprung the Helicon of 
their abundant infpiration to toil, 
induftry, frugality, valour, conqueft; 
<and glory. They were fwajlowed, 

like fo many drops, in this ocean 
of patriotifm ; they were loft to eve* 
ry care and fenfation of Self ; and 
were only found, where they la* 
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toured, fought, blcd^ or expired for 

their Co ONTRYt 
/ 

While, warmed aad fomewhat rai* 
fed by the devaticn of my fubjecaf 
\ thus reafoned on National power^ 
on Human exccllcnte^ on Virtue, on 
Temperance, onPatriotifm, and Glo* 
fy ; I {hall never forget the kind con* 
t:€rn which your Refpedablcntfs ex- 
prcffed for me, in the evident alarm 
and compaffion of your countenance^' 
fts for a perfon whofe fit you feared 
was approaching. 

Being both of us more compofcd^ 
your Greatnefs was: pleafed ta de*» 
mand, whether this Romance . was 
wholly of my own invention; or, 
if I had lately been filhing the well, 
where truth was formerly drowned^ 
for an Ens Ratioms of fome fpecula* . 

ting philofopher \ Where, yau cricd^ 
VoL.L C 
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it\ the name of wonder^ have you 
been able to gather together fuch an 
old faftiiohed bundlemfent of fcicn- 
tific balderdafli ? You Ihall bring me 
to the pradice^ exadWy at the period 
fhat the hogs Ihall be brotight to feed 
aldng with the herrings; or at the 
time of the appearance of the comet 
with the three tails j or on the weej^ 
of the four Fridays, fo long looked 
for by aftrologians. — Here ! excliaim-* 
ed your Refpe6:ablenefs, who waits I 
All you, my Printers, Editors, and 
other porters who attend at the gate 
of the public ! fliould this fellow 
come any more with thelc his preach- 
ttients of piety, and poverty, and pa- 
triotifm, and ftuff, I command ye tq 

fhut my doors dircdly in his face," 

May it pkafe your Refpe(3ablenefs j 
I ani but a very little man, and of 
a very lowly temper j and yet I could 
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not but be piqued at the fevl^rity of 
this treatment, I was as a trodden 
worm, aiid turned upon your Great- 
nefs with a refentment that, poffi- 
bly, did not become m<>. 

May your Dignity, I replied, Con- 
tinue tobeblelled with writers du- 
ly levelled to the tafte of the reader ^ 
with the politics of court-hirelings, 
the poetry of laureats, the divinity 
of a H — y ; with bawdry^ from the 
Fleet, with fragments from the ken- 
nel of Grubftreect, with flrumpet Bio- 
graphy, with W — upon Grace, with 

Treatifes on . , and cpifco^ 

pal Eflays on Spirit ! 

I truft that mj patron, in rccom- 
pence for a long life fpent in his fcr^ 
vice, will pardon me the dropping 
of one obfervation. — Nay, don't look 
difgufted,— -it is no matter of great 

C 2 
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offence, it is nothing^more than this : 
that the nofe of your Refpedablenefs 
bath ever, been a ready handle for the 
leading of a Fool, and a Fooii fhall 
accordingly attend you on my next 
^ifit. 
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PRE FACE. 



I Hate prefaces. I never read them, 
and why fliould I write them ? They^ 
fiand like pales about a park ; I always- 
overleap them, if I am told there is any 
thing, within, worth feeing. But, what 
can I do ? I am likely to lead a fine life- 
with this performance, when people be- 
gin to quarrel with me, upan reading th« 
firft word, of the firft page, of my workr 
This friend, and that friend, and tro- 
tter friend afk me, and here fits ano-^ 
ther, who is mighty ciariousto know, why. 
I entitle my hero the Fool oh Qjja-^ 

JLITY. 

Pray, was it not more decent to impute^ 
folly to one man, than to mankind, if I 
found myfclf under the ntceffity of doing; 
the one or the other ? 

Perhaps 1 call him a fool, in complai** 
fance co a world that will, certainly, ho* 
nour him with the fame title, when they 
find his wifdom of a fize not fuited to» 
their own—*' Why, piay what is wifdom?'*' 

C i — TeU 
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—Tell me, firft, what is folly. I wOT^ 
then, tell you what i» wifidom, if I find 
any fmattering of it in your definition. 

**1 wonder, was there ever an age of wif- 
« dom, or a^ land of wifdoni ?"- Look a* 
bout you : the world will anftrcr for itfelf. 
Does nqt every age and nation grow wifcr 
and wifer ? And have not all fathers, from 
the flood downward, been accounted no 
bcttc:r than foots, by their pofterity? — I 
wifti I had not been born for fome ccn-- 
turies to come. What a prodigy of wif- 
dom (hould I then be, in comparifon of 
"what 1 ani, at this day ! 

*< Indeed, Ifhould be glad to be wife, if 
^^ 1 thought I could get any thingb y it.^*— 
Right, th'c\t is all the ufe that the world' 
'UiaKes of it : it is the very end, purpofe,, 
goal^ and bufinefs of all the wifdom up* 
on earth — if a man has lengthy enough of 
fenfe to outreach-all about him, by a yard- 
and a half; he is, by a yard and a half,- 
wifer than all his neighbours, 

" But, was not Solonion then a fool to 
** negleft riches, which he might have had 
** with a wifh ; and to afk for wifdom^ 
«« whofc only ufe is the obtaining of riches ? 
«• Was not this wifhing to mend a round* 
** about road, when a quarter of an hour 
•* would have carried him, by a fhort cut,. 

^ to- 
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* to theend of his journey ?**-^-I fancy, my 
dear friend, it would be no great matter 
ef additional burden to take the folly of 
Solomon upon your own flioulders. 

For, in cafe he had taken the riches, 
how fliould he keep theor, while any^ 
neighbouring power was wifer than 
himfeU? 

Paris was not five years younger than^ 
Soloiiaon, when he, alfo, might have cho-* 
fen either riches orwifdom; and yet pre- 
ferred a pretty wench to the one and to 
the other. I am not fo young as Paris, 
by five times five years, and would, there- 
fore, prefer the one or the other to the 
wench. *^ You then allow that Paris was a 
•* blockhead in the f>relent CAfe;"-'>iir,I al-^ 
Idw any man to be fo, in'every cafe, where^ 
he happens to differ in opinion froni my- 
felf : — ** Why pray, fage Sir, have you. 
•* got all the wildom of the world to your- 
** /elf, or what quantity thereof, think 
*< you, may there be upon earth ?**— 
Left, by five fcruples, than any man in 
judiciary robes and a full bottomed 
wig, conceives to have fallen to his own' 
fliare.— *' But folly you take to be mul- 
•• tiplied and various :'' — Of two forts, 
quoth an eminent author, that which be- 
longs to the Writer, and that which belongs 

to the reader of thefe works, • 

. *« Sir 
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*« Sir, this is wild difcourfc, and very 
** wfde from the purpofe. Let me tell you- 
*f the worjd was never fo wife as now. It is- 
*« filled with men of deep erudition>andfci-- 
•*€ncc,?— True, my monitor, but are they 
a j.Qt the wifer for all their knowledge ? 

*' At the rate that you talk, in the times- 
•« of ancient ignorance, there might have^ 
•* been a competent modicum of wife folk 
«in the world :"—PoiSble.-« And, hy 
« the fame rule, in thefe our enlightened 
** days of connoiffeurjQiip and erudition,. 
•; nearly all our literati may turn out 
^ fools :'^- More than probable— «« Thefe 
"are riddles*'- — that might be folved-*— 
V Explain them, I be(eech you :*' — Not at 
prcfent. I will tell you a ftory, and pray - 
liften.^ It is worth the hearing. 

Fifty and five pilgrims met, one even* 
ipg, ^t a great inn, that led to more 
roads than th^re are points in the com- 
pafs. They fuppcd merrily together, in a 
large hall \ and found, :upon enquiry, that 
they were, all, bound to the Caftle of 
final Repofe, appointed for the reception 
of the foiis of fcience. When the cloth> 
was removed; Gentlemen, quo^th thepil-- 
grim who firil entered, I rejoice to bdjoin- 
cd by fo much good company, on thefe 
my honouraole travels ; and I am ftill bet- 
ter pleafed tQ haveitm my power to con- 
duit' 
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rfu^ every man of ye, the fliorteft and 
foreft way to your journey's end. • Here, 
gentlemen, here is my map of infallible 
direftions ; the moft accurate extraft. that 
ever was taken, of all inquiries, obfcrva* 
tionSy and informations for the purpofc* 
Pardon me, brother, faid the Pilgrim who 
fat next, your map muft be erroneous 
by, at leaft, five degrees ; by five, did I 
lay ? by fcven, as 1 hope to get to my 
journey's end* Look here at my map^ 
and beiiev^ your own eyes. I'll be 
damned, cried a third pilgrim, (peering 
«ver the maps of his neighbours, and 
taking out his own parchment) Til be 
damned if the geographers, who defign^ 
cd the one or the other, were any better 
than adyenturers ; they never reached 
the place of deXUnation Til be fworn. 
Gentlemen, faid a fourth, with wonderful 
good temper^ 1 do not f\\'ear ; but I have^ 
ciiticaliy, remarked all the charts pro^* 
duced. There's a blind beggar,, in our 
town, who is led by his deg^ and if he 
di^es not arrive at the place v/e are bound 
to. With better Ipeed, and greater cer* 
taiiity, than any, of you three; I give 
siyfelf, do ye lee, and ail my goods, to 
the devil, lave k Imall perpetuity, in re« 
maiader> to my ioxu That may be, ex- 
claimed 
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claimed a fifth ; but, look ye here, my 
friends, here arc the quotations, here are 
the authorities. Authorities! quoth ai 
iixth, a fiddleftick for a hobby ! are they 
unqueftionable, una^aiUble, like thefc in 
my hand? Thus, every man's chart, 
throughout the fifty aud five, was, likt 
the hand of the fon of Hagar, againft the 
thart of every other man. Each infifted 
pn being accompanied, in his own way^ 
as a matter of mere charity to all the reft. 
They fet out, the next morning, on as 
inany different roads as there were per- 
fons at table ; and, yet, no one of them 
«ver arrived at the place propofed, if any 
.dependence juay be had on thofe cufto'- 
mary pofts, whom the world, from age 
to age, has paid for intelligence. 

•* 1 do not deafly apprehend the applica* 
«« tion of your ftory," — If that is not your 
fault, it muft be my own. It is at leaft a 
dozen of the twelve labours, to beat any 
thing into the head of fomc people.— -I 
will give you the chance of another tale. 

A certain prince fent an invitation to 
two difiant peribnages, to come to his 
court. He, further, fent fiich directions 
as could not v be miftaken by any one 
livmg, who was willing to £nd the way. 
And he, lafily, fent a written promiie^ 

fignedy 
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Signedl ^od fealed by the feal royal, of 
the moft happy accorilmodationsi upoa 
their arrivaL 

The one of the j)art!es invited, was t 
purblind man, who barely (aw fufficient 
to difcern his road. He, accordingly* 
was fearful of error. He cautioufly held 
on his way ; and, thereby, reached his 
journey's end, the place of happy defti- 
nation to which he was anointed. 

The other was a man who had all his 
eyes about him ; but, he was a genius^ 
had vaft invention, and thought it a dif- 
paragement to tread in any path that had 
been beaten by others. He was for con* 
triving fliort cuts, and opening new dif- 
coveries. He made excuriions on all 
hands. He grew impatient of^the accom- 
modations, appointed, and referved for 
him, at the court of the prince. He ex- 
pedied them on his journey^ and fought 
for them at every turn. He found them 
not. He, therefore, travelled a'nd ftrayed 
this way, and that way, in fearch of them. 
This led him, flill, further and further 
from his road. Till, maimed by a(:ci- 
dent, and fiiff with age, he grew, equal- 
ly, afhamed and unable to return. 

— ** As plain as my nofe,"— You can the 
readier fQllow«~*But) talk tome, no more^ 

about 
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about th€ world and it$ wifdom. I deteft 
wifdom, I avoid it» I would not be bit by 
it. It is the Tarantula, that fpins a web 
whereby innocence is entangled. It is a 
politician, who opens a gulph for the (wal- 
lowing up of the people. It is a lawyer, 
V^ho digs a grave for the burial of equity-. 
It is the fcience of Hocus Pocus, that bids 
happinefs come and pafs, by the virtue 
of cups and balls. It is a fyllabub of 
fafting-fpittle for the fattening df the Vir- 
tuoii. It is a robe with a pompous train^* 
A wig fpread to the rump. A beard 
lengthened to the girdle. It is a diteh of 
puddle, with a hoary mantle, that wiU 
not be moved to merriment by any wind 
that blows. It is an afs in a fumpter-cloth. 
An ow], folemnly perched, amidfl folemo 
ruins, on a folemn night. 

Dcfccnd to me, fwect Folly ! if thiou 
hail not, as I fufped, been my confiant 
companion Be, thou, my lifter, mf 
playfellow, thou kitten of the folemn 
cats of ftate and learning. But, no. Thou 
fiever wert the offspring of fuch ftuptd 
progenitors. Thou art ever joyous, €• 
.ver young, although coeval in paradife 
with opr firfi parents, ere they wiihed 
for the knowledge of good and ^viK 
Pride pretends to fpurn thee; fcienca 

affeds 
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^kSc&s to took down upon thee ; but 
they figh for thee when no one fees :' 
they have frowned thee away, and 
when they feefc they fliall not find thee. 
Come, Folly ! for even thy petulance and 
little wickednefles become delightful, 
when thou incited the yeanling kids and' 
cooing turtles to combat. Thou art not 
captious, thou art not tefty ; they laugh 
at thee, and thou laugheft with them for 
company. The hours dance before thee, 
the graces fmile in thy train. Thou art 
a companion for conquerors, a playfel- 
low for crowned heads. But, alas ! thou 
art notrefpeded as heretofore — when the 
monarch of all Afia fent his ambaiTadors 
to wait upon thee, they came, with a 
mighty train, even from Pcrfepolis unto 
Laconia^ to fee thee riding upon fwitches, 
with Agefilaus and his little fon. ' 

" Indeed, my pleafant friend, thou al- 
" mod perfuadeft me to be a fool, during 
*« the remainder of my pilgrimage through 
*« the wifdom of this world. But, is there 
<* no fuch thing as true wifdom in na- 
*« turc ?" — Sir, I have written a whole 
chapter upon the fubjeA ; but it lies a 
great way on, toward the end of my 
book ; and you have much folly to wade 
through, before you come at it.—" Give 

Vox-. I. D ••me 
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•• me a peep, I befeech you.'*— No Sir,* 
you Ihall not anticipate. Do you want 
to be in ^ port, without making any 
voyage?- — *• If I muft win my way to 
« wi&ota, inch by inch^ let me fet out 
<« direftly."-— Here then, begin. And 
pray, let me have your remarks, un- 
premeditated, as you proceeds I will 
anfwer you, as whim or judgment ihall 
happen to diftate* 
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C H A P. I. 

RICHARD, the grandfather of our 
hero, was cpnoblcd by James the 
Firft. He married a lovely giri of 
the ancient family of the Goodalls in the 
county of Surry, and, at feven years di- 
ilance, had two fons, Richard and Henry ; 
but dying early in the reign of Charles 
the Firft, he bequeathed 12000 A to his 
youngeft, and near 20000/. annual in^ 
cojnae to his eldeft fon ; not in any pcrfo- 
nal preference to hb brother, bat as ono 

D 2 who 
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who was to fupport the name and honotm 
of the family. He appointed his brother- 
in-law executor aad guardian, wha, edu- 
cating the ctutdren agreeable to their dif« 
lerent fortunes and profpeds in Itfe, in a^ 
bout fevcn years after the death of their 
father, fent Richard with a tutor to take 
the tour of Europe, and bound Henry 
' apprentice to a caniiderable London mer* 
chanL 

During the travels of the one and the 
apprenticcfhip of the other, the troubles 
happened ; and Cromwell aflumedthe re** 
gency, before the fortune of the Mose- 
lands could be forfeited or endangered^ 
by iiding with the crown or the common- 
wealth* 

Richard returned to England a ihoit 
time before the R.eftorationf:and being toa 
gay and too diflblute for the plodding and 
hypocrify of Cromwell and, his fanaticks, 
he withdrew to the. manfion-houfe of his 
forefathers. 

Oa his landing he had inquired for his 
brother Henry ; but hearing that he was 
lately married, and wholly abforbcd in 
matters of merchandiie, as be had the ut« 
moft contempt for all cits and traders, he 
took no further notice of him. 

In the country, heamufed himfelf with 
bis l>ottIe, houndsi^hawks, race-horfes, &c. 

and 
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aild in debauching the perfons of the 
ncighbotiTing wenches, and corrupting 
the morals of the neighbouring fquires.. 
But, on the reftoration of his majefty, of 
pleafurable memory, he haftened to court, 
^berc he rolled away and fhonc as in his 
tiativc fphere. He was always of the 
party of the king, Rbchefter, &c. where 
virtue was laughed out of countenance, 
and where all manner of diflblutenefs be- 
came amiable and recom'mendable by the 
burfts of merriment and zeft of wit» But 
toward the latter end of this droll reign, 
carl Rfchardj being advanced in age, and 
being ftill older in coriftitution than years; 
began to think of providing an heir to his 
eftate ; and, as he had taken vaft pains 
to impair it, he married a citizen's daugh- 
ter who wanted a title, and with her 
^ot a portion of one hundred thoufand 
pounds, which was equally Wanting on. 
Jiis part*. 

With his lady hei agtiin, retreated to 
.tfce country ;. where, in lefs than a year,, 
ihc made him the exulting father of a fine: 
-boy, whom he called Kichard.^ 

Richard, fpeedily, became the fole cen*-- 
tte of all his mother's folicitudcs and af- 
ftcfaons. And though j within the fpace of 
the two fucceeding years, fee was deliver- 
ed, of. a. iccond. boy, yet, as his infant af- 
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pcclwas lefs proitMfifig and morcuninfornnp- 
ed than his brother^s, ihe fent him forth 
to be nurfed by the robuft wife of a neigh** 
bouring farmer, where, for the fpace of 
upwards of four years, he was honoured 
with no token from father or mother, favc 
fome cafBal meffages, to know from tkne 
to time if the child was in health. 

This boy was called Henry, after his 
tmcle by the father's fidb. The earl had 
lately fent to London, to make inquiry 
after his brother,^ but could learn no 
maci^r of tidings concerning him. 

Mean while, the education of the two 
children was extremely contrafted. Ri- 
chard, who was already entitled my littte 
lord, was not permitted to breathe the 
rudcneis of the wind. On his lighteft in^ 
difpofition,the whok%oufe was in alarms; 
his paifions had full fcope in all their in- 
fant irregularities ^ his genius was put in- 
to a hot bed, by the warmth of applaufes 
given to every flight of his opening fan- 
cy ; and the whole family con{pired» 
from the higheft to the lowcft, to the 
ruin of promiling^' ts^nts and a benevoi- 
lent heart. 

Young Harry, on the other hand, had 
every member as well as feature expo fed 
to all weathers ; w^ould run about, mo- 
ther-naked, for near an hour, in a f roily 

morniog } 
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morniog ; was neither phyficked into de^ 
licacyy Qor flattered into pride ; fcarce fel6 
the convenience, and much lefs under^ 
flood the vanity of clothing; and wasdailjF 
occupied, in playing and wreftling with 
the pigs and two mongrel fpaniels on the 
dunghill; or in kiifing, fcratcfaing, or box« 
ing with Ihe children of the village. 

When Harry had pafled his fifth year, 
his father,, on a ifeflival day, humbly pro- 
pofed to fend for him to his nurfc's, in ort 
der to obferve how the boy might turn 
out ; and my lady, in a fit of good hu* 
mour, aflented. Nurfe, accordingly, deck- 
ed him out in his holiday petticoats, and 
walked with our hero to the great houfe,.- 
as they called it, 

A brilliant concourfe of the neighbour- 
ing gentry were met in a vail parlour, that 
appeared to be executed after the model 
of Weftminfter-Hall. 

There was Sir ChriftopherCIoudy, who 
knew much but faid nothing; with his ve- 
ry converfable lady, 'who fcarce knew by 
halves, but fpoke by wholefale. In the 
fame range was Sir Standiih Stately, who 
in all companies held the firft place, in 
his own eileem. Next to him fat lady 
Childiih; it was at leait thirty years fince 
thofe follies might have become her, which 

appeared fo very ridicttlous at the age of 

fitty- 
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fifty-five. By her fide were the two Stil- 
tons; a blind man would fwear that the* 
one was a clown, and tb^ other a gentle* 
man, by the tones of their Voices, Next 
to thcfe were two pair of very ill-mated 
turtles; Mr Gentle, who facrificed hi» 
fine fenie and affluent fortune to the va^ 
nity and bad temper of a fiUy and turbu* 
lent wife J and Squire Sulky, a brutal 
fool, who tyrannized ovCr the moft fenfi^ 
ble and moft amiable of her fex. 

On the oppofitc fide was lord Prim, 
who e idenlly laboured hard to* be eafy m 
converlation y and next to him was lord 
Flippant, who fpoke nonfcnfe with great, 
j^acility. By his fide fat the fair but de- 
jefted Mifs Willow ; fhe had lately difco*^ 
vered what a misfortune it was to be born 
fo wit, beauty, and affluence, the three 
capital qualifications that lead the fex to 
calamity. Next to her was colonel Jollyi- 
with a heart ever tuned to merriment and 
lungs to laughter; had he known how to 
time his fits, the laugh might have grown* 
catching. Below him was fcated Mrs Mir- 
ror, a widow lady^ induftrioufly accom- 
plilhed in the faults of people of faihion*. 
And below her fat the beloved and re- 
J^ccted rvir Meekly, who always fought 
t3o hide behind the merits^ot the compa- 
ny • lic2Li lo him was IVLijpr Setde; no^ 

one: 



The fool or QUALITt 45 

-enefpoke with more importance on things 
of no fignification. And befide him fat 
Mifs^ Lovely, who looked featiment, and, 
while ihe was iHent> inspired others with 
&nfe and virtue. 

Thcfe were th« principal charadlera^ 
Tht reft coukl tkot be faid to be of any 
chanufler at all. The cloth bad been lately 
removed, and-a hoft of glafles and decan^ 
ters glowed on the taUe^ when in comes 
young Harry, efcorted by his nurfe# 

All the eyes of the company were, in- 
fiantly, drawn upon him ; but he advan« 
ced, with a vacant and unobferving phy* 
iiognomy, and thought no higher of th« 
aflembly than as of fo many peafants at 
a country-wake. *•: 

Dicky, my' dear, fays my lady, go and 
welcome your brother; whereat Dick went 
up, took Harry by che hand, and kififed 
him with much affedion. Harry thero- 
upon having eyed »his brother, I don't 
know you, faid he, bluntly, but at the 
£ime time held up his little mouth to ki& 
him again. 

Dick, fays my lady^ put your laced hat 
upon Harry, that we may fee how it be- 
comes him, which he immediatelydid ; but 
Harry, feeliug an unulual incumbrance oa 
bis head, took off the hat, and having for 
fome time looked contemptuoully at it^ 

he 
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lie caft it from him with a fiidden and a» 
gik jerk, as he ufed to caft flat ftones, 
to make ducks and drakes in the mill- 
pond. The hat took the piaffes and de- 
canters in full career : fmam go the glafl*- 
cs ; abroad pours the wine on circling la- 
ces, Drefden aprons, ftivered filks^ and 
rich Brocades ; female fcreams fill the par^ 
lour; the rout is equal to the uproar^ 
and it was long ere mdft of them could 
be compofed to their places. 

In the mean while, Harry took no kind 
of intereft in their outcries or diftreffesfbut 
fpying a large Spaniih pointer^ that juft 
then came fr^m under the table, befprung 
at him like lightening, feized him by the 
collar, and vaulted on his -back with in* 
.conceivable agility • The dog, wholly dif- 
concerted by fo imaccullomed a burdeir, 
capered and plunged about in a violent 
'inanner ; but Uari y was a better horfeman 
than to be fo e.tfily difmounted : whereon 
tho'dgg grew outrageous, and ruihing in« 
to a group of little nii£^$ and matters^ 
the children of the vifitants, he overthrew 
them like ninepins; thence proceeding, 
with equal rapidity, between the legs of 
Mrs Dowdy, a very fat and tlderly lady, 
file mliantiy tell backward with a violent 
ihriek, and, in her iail, unfortunately o» 
vei threw Frank the foxhunter, who over- 
threw 
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tibrew Andrew the angler, who overthrew 
Bob the beau, who clofed the cataftrophe. 

Our ha*09 mean time, was happily dif* 
mounted by the intercepting petticoats, 
and fairly laid, without damage, in the 
fallen lady's lap. Froin thence he arofe 
at his leifure, and flrolled about the room, 
with as unconcerned an afpeA as if no- 
thing had happened amifSy and as though 
he had neither art nor part in this fright- 
ful difcomfiture. 

When matters were once more, in fome 
meafure, fet to rights, My heavens! ex- 
daimed my lady, I (hall faint, the boy is 
pofitively an ideot ; be has no apprehen- 
fion or conception of perfons or things.. 
Gome hither, firrah,.lhe cried with an 
angry tone; but, infttad of complying, 
Harry caft on her a look of refentment, 
and fidled over toward his nurfe, Dickjr, 
my dear, faid my lady, go and pretend to 
beat hisfofter-mothcr, that we may try if 
the child has any kind of ideas. Here 
her ladyihip, by ill fortune, was as much 
tmadviled as her favourite was unhappy 
in the execution of her orders ; for while 
Dick ftruck at the nurfe with a counter- 
feited paflion, Harry, inftantly, redden-, 
ed, and gave his brother (uch a fudden 
pufli in the face, that bis nofe and mouth 
guflied out with blood; IXck fet.up:the 

roar J 
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roar ; my lady fcreamcd out, and rificg 
and running at Harry wit& all imaginable, 
fury 9 ihe caught him up as a falcon would 
trufs a robin, turned over his petticoaits, 
and chaftifed him-with all the violencd'of 
whicji her delicacy was capable. Our he- 
ro, however, neither uttered ery Jior dropt 
a tear ; but being fet down, he turned 
round on the company an eye of indigna* 
lion, then cryedj Come away, mammyV 
and iflued from the afiembly. 

Harry had fcarce made his exit when 
his mother exclaimed after him. Ay, ayy 
take him away, nurfe^ take him away, the 
little devil, and never let me £ee his face 
more. 

I ihall not detain my reader with a te« 
dious detail of the many and differing o- 
pinions that the remaining company ex- 
preffed with regard to our hero ; let it fuf- 
fice to obfcrve, that they generally agreed 
that, though the boy did not appear to be 
endowed by nature with a.iingle faculty 
of the Animal rstionak^ he might never- 
thelefs be rendered capable, in time, of 
many jdaces of very honourable and lu« 
crative employment. 

Mr Meekly alone, though fo gentle 
and complying at other times, now pre- • 
fumed to diffent from the fenfe ;of the 
company. I rather hokl^ faid he, that 

this 
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^^is infaat is the promife of the greateft 
philofopber and hero that our age is like- 
ly to produce. By refufing his refpeft to 
thofe fuperficial diminutions, which ^{hion 
has inadequately fubflituted as expref- 
fions of human greatnefs, he approves 
kimfelf the philofopher ; and by the quick* 
nefs of his feelings for injured innocence, 
and his boldnefs in defending thofe to 
whom his heart is attached, he approves 
himfelf at once the hero and the man. 

Harry had now remained fix months 
more with his nurfe, engaged in his cu- 
fiomary exercifes and occupations. He 
was already, by his courage, his ftrength, 
and action, become tremendous to all the 
Utde boys of the village ; they had all 
things to fear from his fudden refentment, 
but nothing from his 4iiemory or recoU 
Ie£iion of a wrong ; and this alfo was im- 
puted to his native ftupidity. The twd 
mongrel dogs were his infeparable play- 
fellows, they "Were all tied together in the 
ilri6te(l bonds of friendfliip, and careiTed 
each other with the mod warm and un« 
feigned affedion. 

On a fummer's day as he ftroUed forth 
with thefe his faithful attendants, and 
rambled into a park whofe gate he faw 
open, he perceived, in a little oopfe that 
bordered on a fiih*pond, a firan^er feated 
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on a bench of turfl Harry drew near 
wdth his ufual intrepidity, ttU he obfcrved 
that the man had a reverend beard that 
fprcad over his breaft, that he held fomc- 
t^ing in his hand on which he gazed with 
a fixed attention, and that the tears rolK 
ed down his cheeks, without ceafing, and 
in filence, eiccept the half-fuppreffed fobs 
that often broke froni his bofom, Harry 
ftood, a while, immoveable, his little heart 
was affefted, he approached the old man 
^ith a gentle reverence, and looking up 
in hfs face, and feating himfclf by Ms fide, 
thi mufcles ©f his infant-afpcA began to 
relax, and he wept and fobbed as fafi: as 
*his companion. 



Friend.— Pray, who is this ancient 
ftra,nger? I have agieatcuriofity to know. 
Is he neceflary to your ftory ? is he to have 
any futmre connexion with the child ^ 
how came he by the long beard ? beards 
were not the falhion in thofe days. Th^re 
muft be feme extraordinary reafon for it, 
if there is any reafon at all. Is his ftory 
long? do you begin upon it direftly ? It 
is a great fault in authors, to hold their 
readers in fuipenfe ; our curiofity grows 
languid ; twenty to one it is vaniihed, 
Jbctore you begin to give it any kind ot fa- 

tisiadion* 
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tisfa^ton. Who in the world is he ? what 
buiinefs has he here ? 

Author. — Sir, you fee he is a ftranger; 
I have mentioned him as fuch. If he 
/Chxifes to continue fo, for fome time long- 
jcr, I know oi no right that I have to dif- 
cover him. Perhaps 1 am the only perfon 
breathing, whom he has intruilcd with 
the feciet of his affairs ; 1 am upon hp- 
nour not to betray huxi j you muft par- 
don me— pray proceed.. 

c a A p« ijl 

♦t^ H E old gentleman turned and ga- 
X zed at the child, as on fome fudden 
iapparition. His tears flopped. Hq re« 
turned the pidure, which he held, inco 
.fais bofom. And^ lifting up his -eyes* 
4>reat Power, be cried, is this the one, of 
.all the world, who has any feelings for 
.me? Is it this babe, this fuckling, whom 
thou hafl fent, to be a partaker in my 
gric£s, and the fearer of my affliftions f 
Welcome, then, my little friend, faid 
be, tenderJy turning and careffing tKe 
child ; I will lire the longer for thy fake, 
and endeavour torepay the tears thouhafl 
feed iu aiy behalf. 

E 2 The 
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The language of true love is undcr- 
ftood by all creatures, and was that of 
which Harry had, almofl, the Only per- 
ception. He returned his friend's caref- 
fes with unafFcfted ardour, and no two 
could be more highly gratified in the en- 
dearnrients of each other. 

What is your name, my dear? faid the 
old gentleman. Harry Clinton, Sir. Har- 
ry Clinton] repeated the old man, aneU 
ftarted. And pray who is your father? 
The child, then looking tenderly at him^ 
replied. Til h»ve you for a father, if you 
pleafe, Sir. The ftranger then caught 
him up in his arms, and pafiionately ex- 
claimed. You ihall, you (hall, my darling, 
for the tendcreft of fathers, never to be 
torn afimder^ till death fhall part us. 

Then afking him where he lived, and 
Harry pointing to the town before them, 
they both got up and went towards it. 
Our hero was now again all glee, all ac* 
tion ; he fprung from and to his friend, 
and played and gamboled abeut him, like 
a young fpaniel in a morning, juft loofed . 
from his chain, and admitted to accom- 
pany his mailer to the field. As his two 
dogs frifked about him^ he would now 
mount upon one, then bound upon t'other, 
and each pranced and paraded under hind 
as delighted with the burden* The old 

gentle^ 
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<gent1ei»aB beheld all with a pleafure that 
had long, been a ftranger to his brea^):, 
and fhared ia the joys of his young aC- 
ibciate. 

Being arrived near the farm-houfc, 
nurfe, who ftood at the door, faw them ap- 
jproaching, and cried out, Gafter, GafFer, 
tcre corner our Harry with the dunxb 
gentleman*^ When they were come up^ 
Good people, fays the ftranger, is this 
your child ? No, no. Sir, ajifwered the 
^urfe, we are but his fofterers. And, 
j)ray» who is his father ? He is fecond foiv 
Bir, to the earl of Morelana, The earl 
£>{ Moreland ! you amaze me .greatly ; is 
ihis all the notice and care they take of 
&ch a. treafure? Sir, replied the nurfe^ 
jthey never fent for him but once ; they 
idon't mind him,, they take him tor a fooL 
.Fbr a fool ! cried he, and (hook his head 
in token of diffent; 1 am fure he has the* 
:wifeft of 9U human faeafts. I wifh it may 
be fo, Sir, faid the nurfe, but he behave^ 
very fadly, foroe time ago, at tiie great 
-boufe. ^e then made a xecital of all our 
.young hero's adventures in the rnanlionr 
^arlour; whereat the old gentleman in-- 
.ya»rdly chuckled, and» for the firil time,* 
{Oi fome years, permitted his features to^ 
felax into a iinile of cheerfulnefs. 
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Nurfe, faid he, every thing that I hear 
and fee of this child ferves the more t© 
endear and bhid me to him. Pray, be fo 
good as to accompany us to my houfe, wc 
will try to equip him better both as to 
perfon and underftanding. 

As this flranger's feat made part* of the 
village, they were foon there. He firft 
whifpered his old domeftic, who then 
looked upon the child with furprife and 
pleafure. The foptman was next fent to 
Wing/ the taylbr, and feme light flufis 
irom the town fhep. Matters being thus 
difpatcbed, with refpeft to our hero's firft 
^oat and breeches, nurfe was kept to din^ 
Ber ; and after t^his gentleman had enters 
tained his young gueft with a variety of 
little tricks, childish plays, and other fooK 
eries> toward evening he difmiffed hioEt 
and his nurfe, with a requeft that ihe 
would fend him every day, and a promife 
that he fiiould be returned every night 
if ihe defired it. 

Harry being thus furnifhed with the 
external tokens of a man-child having 
been born into the world, became an in* 
Separable friend and play-fellow to his pa^ 
tron. At times of relaxation, the old 
gentleman, with the moft winning and 
infinuating addrefs, endeavoured to opea 
tus> nund and cultivate his morals, by a. 

ihaufaiid 
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tkoufand little fables, fuch as of bold 
fparrows, and naughty kids, that were 
carrricd away by the hawk, or devoured 
by the wolf ; and of good robins, and in- 
nocent lambs, that the very hawks and 
wolves themfelves were fond of: for he 
nev^r propofed any encouragement or re- 
ward to the heart of our hero, iave that of 
the love and approbation of others. At 
the times of fuch inftru^on, Harry, wha 
knew no other dependence, and beheld 
^his patron as his father and as^ his God^ 
would hang upon his knee, look up to hi)i 
face delighted, and greedily imbibe the 
fweetnefs of thofe leffons whofe imprcfr 
fions neither age, nor any occurrence, 
could ever after eraze; fo prevalent arc 
the di^tes of lips that are beloved ! 

At other times, the Aranger would 
enter with our hero into all his little fro*- 
Kcs and childiih vagaries, would run and 
wreftle with him, ride the rods, roll down 
the flope, and never felt fuch fwee^ fen- 
fations and inward delight, as when he 
was engaged in ibch recreations. 

There was a cock at Harry's nurfe's, the 
lord of the dunghill, between whom and 
'our hero a'very particular intimacy and 
fri^ndihip had been contrafted. Harry's 
hand was his daily caterer ; and Dick, for 
the cock was fo called^ would hop into the 
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child's lap and pick his cloatbs, and rii(» 
liis feathers againil him, and court Hairy 
to tickle and ftroak asd play with faim. 

Upon Shrove-Tueiday, while Harry 
was on his road from his patron^ xor 
tending a ihort vifit to his nurfe and f oftcr 
fa-ther, a lad came to the door and x>fiere4 
Gaffer a double price for Dick j the bar^ 
^in was quickly made, the lad bore o|F 
}m priae iti triumph, aad Gaffer "withf 
dr^w to the manuring of a back-field.. 
Juft at that criiis Harry eam-e up, md in- 
^quired of the auid for liis daddy aixd 
^nammy, but was anfwere^ tha^t aetther 
Bf them was within. He then alked after 
his favourite cock, but was told that his 
jdaddy had, that mLnute, fold him to yaur, 
der man^ who^ was almoit out of fight. 

Away fpiun^^ur hero ;lilf»e an arrow 
from a bow, and held the rQian ia view 
iili he faw him enl^r a great croud^ at -the 
iuppcr end of, the flreet. Up he cornea, 
^t laft» quite«out of breath ; and making, 
way through the affemUy, perceived his 
cock, at lome diilance, tied to a fhor,t 
ilake, and a lad preparing to throw at 
iiim with a fiick* Forward he ruih(ed 
again, and fiopped re£olutely before hia 
bird, to ward the blow with hi3 own per- 
ion, at the inftant that the Hick had taken 
its flight, and tliat all -Uk people cry'g- 
> . out, 
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cut, hold ! hold f One end of the ftick 
took Harry in the left flioulder, and 
bruifed him forely ; but not regarding 
that, he inftantly ftobped, delivered his 
captive favourite, whipt him under his 
arm, caught up the flick, fiouriihed it as 
in defiance of all opponents, made home- 
i^ard through the croud, and ^^as followed 
by the acclamations of the whole aflembly. 

The old gentlemaxi was (landing before 
bis court* door when his favourite arrived 
all in a fweat ; What's the matter, my 
dear, fays he, what made you put your- 
felf into fuch a heat ? what cock is that 
you have under your arm ? In anfwer to 
thefe feveral queftions, Harry ingenuoufly 
confefied the whole affair ; and when his 
patron with fome warmth cried. Why, 
my love, did you venture your life for a 
filly cock i why did I ? repeated the child, 
why Sir, becaufe he loved me. The 
•firanger then fiepping back and gazing 
upon him with eyes of tended admiration ; 
May heaven for ever blefs thee, my little 
angel, he exclaimed, and continue to ut- 
ter from thy lips the fenciments that it in« 
fpires! Then, catching him up in his 
arms, he bathed him with his tears, and 
almofl ftifled him with his carefles. 

In a few days our hero was again re- 
ftored by frequent fomentations to the ufe 

of 
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of his ariti.; and his dada, as he called 
him, and he returned to thek oldrecrea* 
iions. 

As Harry's ideas began, to open and 
expand, he grew ambitious of greater 
.power and knowledge. He wifhcd fof 
the ilrength of that bull, and for the 
ifwiftnefs of yoncier horfe : and, on the 
jclofe of a folcnaa dnd ierene fummer^^ 
evening, while he and bis patron walked 
an the garden, he wiflied for wing^, thai 
he might fly up and fee what the ik}% 
and the fiar^, a%i the riiing moon were 
jnade of. 

In order to reform tliis inordinaocy of 
Hs delires, bis patron. addreffed lum in 
the following manner* > 

I will tell you a ftory, my Harry. On 
ithe D&her fide of yonder hill there ruas |i 
jnighty clear river ; and in that rivet t oft 
A time, tbeite liv^d three £lver tfouts, tbe 
jprettieft little fiflles &at any one ever fa.ivi^. 
>}ow God took a <great liking and love to 
theie pretty iilver troutB, and he ht them 
want for nothing tbat luch little fifli^ 
<ould have occatiern for. But two of them 
^rew fad and difcontented ; and t!he ont 
rwiihed for thi&thing, and the other wiihed 
for that thing, and neither of them couLd 
4ake pleaiure in any thing that they had, 
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ftecaufe they were ahvays longing for 
fomcthing that they had not. 

Now Harry, you muft know that all 
this was very naughty in thofe two little 
trouts ; for God had been exceedingly 
kind to them 5 he had given them every 
thing that was fitteft for them.; and he 
never grudged them any thing that was 
for their good : but, inftead o*" thanking 
him for all his care and his kindnefs, they 
blamed him in their own minds for re- 
fufing them any thing that their filly fan* 
cie* were fet upon. In ihort, there was no 
end of- their wilhing, and longing, and 
quarrelling in their hearts, for this thing 
and t'other. 

I At laft, God was fo provoked, that he 
rcfolved to punifli their naughtinefs by 
granting their defires,^ and to make the 
iojly of thofe two little ftubborn trouts 
an example td all the fooliih fifli in %he 
iR^holc world. 

For this purpofe, he called out to the 
three little filver trouts, and told them 
they (hould have whatever they ^ifliedfor. 
^ Now the eldeft of ihefe ti6uts was a 
tcry proud little fifli, and wanted, for- 
footh, to be fet lip above all other little 
fii es. May it pleale ) o^-^r Greatncfs, fayi' 
he, 1 muft be free to tell you that I do 
not, at ail, like the way in which you 

have 
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have {)laced me. Here you have put me 
into a poor, naFrow, and troublefomc ri- 
ver, where I am ilraitened on the. right 
fide* and ilraitened on the left fide, and 
can neither get down into the ground, nor 
up into the air, nor go where, nor do any 
one thing I have a mind to. I am not fo 
blind, for all, but that I can fee well 
enough, how mighty kind and bountiful 
you can be to others. There are your fa- 
vourite little birds, who fly this way and 
that way, and mount up to the very hea- 
vens, and do whatever they pleafe, and 
have every thing at command, becaufe 
you have given them wings. Give me 
fuch wings alfo as you have given to 
them, and then I ihall have fomething 
for which I ought to thank you. - 

No fooner aik than have. He felt the 
wings he wifhed for growing from either 
fide, and, in a minute, he fpread them 
abroad, and rofe out of the water. At 
£rft he felt a wonderful pleafure in find- 
ing himfelf able to fly. He mounted high 
into the air, above the very clouds, and 
he looked down with fcorn on all the 
fiflies in the world. 

He now refolved to .travel, and to take 
bis diverfion far and wide. He flew over 
rivers and meadows, and woods and moun- 
tains; till, growing iaint with hunger 

and 
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and thirft^ his wings began to fail him, 
and he thought |t beft to come down to 
get fome refreflitaent. 

The little fool did not confider that he 
was now in a ft range country, and many 
a mile from the fweet river where he 
was born and bred, and had received all 
his nouriftiment. So, when he came 
down^ he happened to alight among dry 
fands and rocks, where there was not a 
bit to eat, nor a drop of water to drink; 
and fo there he lay faint and tired, and 
unable to rife, gafping and fluttering, and 
beating himfelf againft the ftones, till at 
lengtk he died in great pain and mifery. 

Now the fecond filver trout, though 
he was not fo high-minded as the firfl lit- 
tle proud trout, yet he did not want for 
conceit enough j and he was moreover a 
narrow-hearted and very fclfi|hi little trout, 
and provided he himfelf was fnug and 
fafe, he did not care what became of all 
the filhes in the world. So he fays to 
God: - • 

May it pleafe your Honour. I don't 
* wiili) not 1* for wings to fly out of the 
water, and to ramble into ftrange places, 
where I dont know what may become of 
me. I lived contented and happy enough 
till the other day, when,. as I got under a 
cool bank from the heat of the fun, f 
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faw a gteat rope coming dowiv into tfie 
•water, and it fattened itfelf, 1 don't know 
how, about the gills of a little fifh that 
was balking befide.me, and he was lifted 
out of the water, flruggling and working 
in great pain, till he was carried, 1 know 
riot where, quite 6ut my fight: fo I 
thought in my own mind, that this evil, 
fome time or other, may happen to my- 
felf, and my heart trembled within me^ 
and I have been very fad and difcontented 
ever fince. Now, all I defire of you is, 
that you would tell me the meaning of 
this, and of all the other dangers to which 
you have fubjeded us poor little mortal 
fifhes ; for thenl ffiall have fenfe enough 
to take- care of my own fafety, and 1 am 
very well able to provide for my own liv- 
ing, 1 warrant you. 

No fooner faidthan done. God imme- 
diately opened his underftanding ; and he 
knew the nature and meaning of fnares, 
nets, hooks, and lines, and of all the 
dangers to which fuch little troutfi could 
be liable. 

At firft he greatly rejoiced ?n this his 
knowledge ; and he faid to himlelf, now 
furely I (hall be the happieft of all fifties; 
for, as I underftand and am forew^riied 
of every mifchief that can come near me, 

I'm 
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Fm fure I love myfclf too well not to keep 
out of harm's way. 

From this time forward he took care 
not tQ go into any deep holes, for fear 
that a pike, or fome other huge fifh, might 
be there, who would make nothing of 
fwailowing him tip at one gulp. He alfo 
kept away from the (hallow places, efpe- 
cially in hot weatlier, left the fun fliould 
-dry them up, and not leave him water 
enough to Iwim in. When he faw the 
fliadow of a cloud coming and moving 
upon the river. Aha ! f^id he to himfelf, 
here are the fifliermen with their nets ; and 
immediately he got on one fide and Ikulk* 
ed under the banks, where he kept trem-» 
bling in his fkin till the cloud was pafi:. 
Again, when he faw a fly fkimming on 
the water, or a worm coming down the 
flrcam, he did not dare to bite, however 
hungry he might be ; No, no, faid he to 
them, my honeft friends, I am not fuch 
a fool as that comes to neither j go your 
ways and tempt thofe who know no bet- 
ter, who are not aware that you may fervc 
as baits to fome treacherous hook, that 
lies hid for the deftru<flion of thofe igno« 
rant and filly trouts that are not on their 
guard. 

Thus this ovcrcareful trout kept him- 
felf in comtinual frights and alarms, and 
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eould neither cat, nor drinks nor flcep in 
peace, lell fome mifchief fhould be at 
hand, or that he might be taken napping* 
He daily grew poorer and poorer, and 
fadder and fadder, for he pined away with 
hunger, and fighed himfelf to fkin and 
bone ; till, wafted almoft to nothing with 
care and melancholy, he at laft died, for 
fear of dying, the moft miferable of all 
deaths. 

Now when God came to the youngeft 
filver trout, and afked him what he wiflicd 
for; Alas! faid this darling little trout, 
you know, may it pleafe your worlhip, 
that I am but a very fooliih and good 
for nothing little- fifh j and I don't know, 
not I, what is good for mc or what is bad 
for me ; and I wonder how I came to be 
worth bringing into the world, or what 
you could fee in me to take any thought 
tkbout me. But, if I muft wifh for Jome- 
thing, it is that you would do with me 
whatfoever you think beft^ and that I 
ihouid be pleafed to live or die, eivea 
jxift as you would have me. 
• Now, as foon as this precious trout 
made tliis prayer in his good and his hu i> 
ble little heart, God took fuch a liking 
and a love to him^ as the like was Inever 
known.. And God found it in his owa 
h&uti that he could not but take great 

care 
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care of this fweet little trout, who had 
trufted himfelf fo wholly to his love and 
good pleafure; and God went wherefocver 
Jie went, and was always with him, and 
about him, and was to him as a father ^ 
and friend and companion : and he put 
contentment-into his mind, and joy into 
his heart ; and fo this little trout flept al- 
ways in- peace, and wakened in gladnefs ; 
and whether he was full or hungry, or"^ 
whatever happened to him, he was ftill 
pleafed and thankful; and he was the 
happieft of all fiihes that ever fwam ia 
any water. 

Harry, at the clofe of this fable, look- 
ed down and. grew thoughtful, and his 
patron left him to himfelf to ruminate o^i 
what he had heard. Now Harry had of- 
ten heard talk of God, and had fame ge- 
neral though confuted notions of his 
power* 

The next day he requefted his patrati 
to repeat the ftory of the three little fil- 
ver trouts. When -he had ended, Dada, 
fays Harry, 1 believe I begin to gueis a 
little at what you mean. You woukI not 
have me wifh for any thing, but leave 
every thing to God ; and^ if I thought 
that God loved me, naif as well as )OU 
love ifie, I would leave every thmg to bin- 
felf, liiie the good little trouts He does^ 
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my Harry, he loves you a thoufand times^ 
better than I love you^ nay a thoufand^ 
times better than you love yourfelf. God 
is all love; it is he who made every thing,, 
and he loves every thing that he has made^ 
Ay, but Dada^. 1 can't, for the heart of 
me, help pitying the twopoor little naugh- 
ty trouts. If God loves every thing, why 
did he make any thing to die? You ber 
gin to think tX30 deeply,. Harry ; we will 
i|)eak more of thefe matters another time. 
Tor the prefent, let it fuffice to know 
that, as he can kill^ he can alfo make alive; 
again, at his own pleafure, 

H^rry had now remained about twelve^ 
months with his patron, when it was 
intimated to the earl and bis lady, that 
the dumb man had taken a fancy to- 
thcircliild, and that he was aim oft con- 
ftantly refident at his houfe Alarmedv 
att this news, and apprehending that this- 
man might be foine impoftor or kidnap- 
per,, they once more fent orders, to the- 
nurfe- to bring the boy home. 

Nurfe ran h a hurry to the ftranger's,. 
ajid having informed him of the neccffity; 
file was under to take away the 'child, 
many mutual tears were fhed ac parting ;: 
"but Hairy was the fooner pacified when 
nurfe told him that it was but for a fhort 
viiit, as betore. . 
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. When they came to the caftie, there 
was no company m the parlour, but the 
carl and his lady, with lord Kichard and 
fbme other mafters of qnality, about his 
age and fizc. Harry, however, looked 
ibout with a brow of difguft ;. and whea 
xny lady defired hinv to come and kifs 
lier, May be you'll whip me, he anfwercd^ 
fullenly ; Noi fhe replied, if you don't 
firike your brother Dicky any more. I 
won't beat him, fays H^rry, if he won't 
beat mammy. Come then and kifs me^ 
my dear, faid ray lady ; whereon Harry 
advanced with a flbW caution, and held up^ 
iis little mouth to receive herfalute. He 
was then kiffed by his father, his brother^ 
and the Httle mailers, and all things pro*- 
mifed future reconcilement and amity. 

A number of glittering- toys were then^ 
prefented td Harry on all fides j he re- 
ceived them, indeed, in good part, but- 
laid them all afide again, as things of 
whofe ufe he yet was not wife enough to . 
be apprehenfive». 



Frkno. Is it not too early foryouf 
Bcro to (hew a contempt of toys ? 

Author. My lady, as you will fee,, 
imputed it to his folly, not to his philo- 
fophyi. 
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Fr. But chilciren have a natural fond* 
nefs far fine things. 

AuT. How fo? is there a natural va- 
lue in them ? 

Fr. No, But 

AuT. Education, indeed, has made the 
fondnefs next to natural : the coral and 
bells teach infants on the breads to be de- 
lighted with found and glitter. Has the 
child of an inhabitant of Monomotapa a 
natural fondnefs for garbage? 

Fr. 1 think not. 

AuT. But when he is inftfufted to prize 
thiem, and fees it to be the faOiion to be 
adorned with fuch things, he prefers them 
to the giifter of gold and pearl. Tell 
me, was it the folly, or philofophy, of the 
cock in the fable, that fpurned the dia« 
niond and wifhed for the barley-corn ? 

Fr. The moral fays it was his folly, 
that did not know how to make a right 
cflimate of things. 

AuT. A wifer moral would fay it was 
his {.hilofophy, that did know h9W to 
make a right eflimatc of things ; for/ of 
what ufe could the. diamond be to the 
ccck? In the age of acorns, antecedent 
to Ceres an'i the royal ploughman Frip- 
tolemus, A finale barleycorn had been of 
more value to mankind, than all the dia- 
monds that glowed in the mines of India* 

Fiu 
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Tk. You fee, however, that age, reflec- 
tion, and philofophy, can hardly wcau 
people from their early fondnefs for flxow, 

AuT. I feis, on the contrary, that the 
older they grow, and the wifer they think 
themfelves, the more they becpme attach- 
ed to trifles. What would you think of a 
fage minifter of ftate, who fliould make it 
the utmoft height of his wifhes and ambi- 
tion to be mounted on a hobby* horfe ? 

Fr. You can't be ferious, for the foul 
of you. 

AuT. It has been ftrioufly, and truly, 
and literally th« faft: for Haman being 
alked, by the greateft monarch upon earth, 
whatfhould be done moft defirable for the 
man whom the king delighted to honour ? 
he anfwcred, (in the perfuafion that he 
faimfelf was the perfon) " Let the royal 
** apparel be brought, and let him be ar- 
•« rayed therewith, and let him be put up- 
** on the horfe that the king ufeth to ride, 
•* and let him be brought through the 
** ftrect, and have it proclaimed before 
<* him, thus ihall it be done to the man 
«' whom the king dclighteth to honour,^ 
What fliall we fay here ? could the iage 
and ami)ifiou$ Haman think of nothing 
better than what would have fiiited the 
requeft of a child of five years old ? Qr 
was it that the emperM of Aiia^ or this 

world 
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world itfeJf, had nothing more valuable 
to beftow, than a fine coat and a hobby* 
horfe ? 

Fr. How many volumes do you cxpcft 
this work will contain ? 

AuT. Sir, a book may be compared to 
the life of your neighbour.' If it be good, 
it cannot lad too long; if bad, you can- 
not'get rid of it too early. 

Fr. But, how long, I fay, do you pro- 
pofe to make your flory ? 

AuT. My good friend, the reader may 
make it as ihort as he pleafes. 

CHAP III. 

MY lady piqued thereat, told the 
earl that flie refolved*once more 
to prove the wits of the. youngfter in 
breeches; and whifpering to Dicky, he 
immediately went out and took with him 
his companions. Soon after, Dick returns 
without his fhoes, and with a pitiful 
face, cries. Brother Harry, I want a pair 
of ihoes fadly, will you give me yours ? 
Yes, I will, faid Harry, and inftantly 
firips and prefents them to him. Then 
entered another boy and demanded his 
fiockings, in the like petitioning. maa« 

nerj 
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ner ; another begged his hat, another his 
coat, another his waiftcoat, all of which 
he beftowcd lAdthout hesitation ; but, when 
the laft boy came in and petitioned for his 
fiurt. No, I wont, faid Harry, a little 
moody, I want a fliirt myfclf. My lady 
then exclaimed. Upon my confcience,\ 
there is but the thicknefs of a bit of linen 
between this child and a down right fool. 
But niy lord rofe up, tc^k Harry in his 
arms, and having tenderly embraced him, 
God blefs thee, my boy he cried, and 
make thee an honour to. Old England ! 

Dinner, foon after, was ordered up, and 
Harry permitted his nurfe to retire peace- 
ably to the kitchen during the interval, 
as he and all the mailers were then on 
terms of amity. 

My lady placed Harry next herfelf at 
table, but lio peer ever paid fuch a price 
at Pontac's, as our diftrefled hero did that 
day for his ordinary : for he mud fit up 
juft fo, and hold his knife and fork jud 
fo, and cut h.s meat, and open his mouth, 
and fwallow his vi6tuals,Juft fo and fo and 
fo. And then, between every two words, 
there was to be fo many my lordB and my 
ladies, and I thank you Sir, and I thank 
^ you madam, and mailer this, and mailer 
tliat^ that poor Harry, no longer able to 

contaia 



f on tain himfelf^ cried, I wiih I was with 
my mammy in thet kitchen. 

After dinner the children were fet to 
^ueflions and commands; but here our 
hero was beaten hollow, as he was after- 
ward at draw-glove and Ihufflethe flipper. 
They next came to hot-cockles, and Har- 
ry, being firft down, had his left hand well 
, warmed for near a quarter of an hour, 
till, more by good luck than iny good 
policy, he fixed tipon a delicate little gen- 
tleman, the fon and heir of lord and lady 
•Toilet, who lay down accordingly; when 
Harry, endeavouring to fum all the fa- 
vours he had received in one payment^ 
gave mafter fuch a whirrick, that his cries 
inftantly founded the 9fe plus ultra to fuch 
kind of diverfions. But Harry being chid- 
den for his rudenefs, and obliged to afk 
pardon, all was foon whole again. 

Now, throughout thefe feveral amufe« 
ments, though this group of little quality 
behaved themfelves with great good man- 
ners towards our hero, yet, as my hdy's 
judgment of his intellefis became current 
through the country, and that all took 
him to be little removed from a natural; 
thefe fmall gentry alfo held him ii^ the 
loweft contempt, and gave themfelves 
fecret credit for the decency of their con- 
dud in his behalf. 

Two 
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Two or three of them, however, having 
malicioufly contrived Co fet him in a ri- 
diculous lighty prevailed upon his brother 
to join in the plot. They accordingly pro- 
pofed a play» wherein Harry was enjoined 
to ftand in the center forfo many minutes, 
without motion or refentniient,let his com- 
panions do what they would about him. 

Our hero, confcquently, fixed himfelf 
to a pofture and counte§ance altogether 
determined, when the attack inftantly be- 
gan ; fome grinned, fome pointecj, fome 
jeered and flouted at him, fome twitched 
him by the hair, fome pinched him by the 
breech, one tweaked him by the nofe,and 
another fpirted water full in his face ; but 
Harry bore all with the firmncfs and re- 
fignation of a ftoic philofopher ; till my 
lady, quite impatient, cried out. Did you 
ever fee the like ? fuch a ftock of a child^ 
fuch aftatue! why he has no kind of feel- 
ing, cither of body or mind. 

Whilcflie was pronouncing thefe words, 
young Skinker, eldeft fon to a wealthy 
'fquire, a chubbed unlucky boy about the 
age of lord Richard, put one hand with- 
in the other, and defired Harry to ftrike 
thereon, which he did accordingly ; but, 
feeling unufual fmart, and fired gt the 
treachery that he, juftly, conceived was in 
the cafe, Harry gave him fuch a fudJen 

Vol. L G ,fia 
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fift in the temple as drove him ftaggerfng 
backward feveral fteps, Skinker,wholly en* 
raged, and confcious of fupcrior ftrength^ 
immediately returned, and with all hi^ 
might gave Harry a ftroke on the head, 
which compliment he returned by a punch 
in the eye as rapid as lightning. All the 
boys ftood aloof and amazed at the com** 
bat. My lady vehemently cried out to 
part them ; but i||v lord rofe, and peremp- 
torily commanded fair play. Mean while, 
young. Skinker, wholly defperate to be 
foiled by one fo much his inferior in 
ftrength and underftanding, flew on Har- 
ry like a fury, and faftened the nails of 
^th his hands in his face, from which 
jripe our hero as quickly difcngaged him- 
ielf, by darting his head into the nofe and 
mouth of bis adverfary, who was inftantly 
covered with blood, though his paffion 
would not permit him to^. attend to the 
pain ; for, exerting his laft eflFort, he clo- 
fed in on our little champion, and deter- 
mined, at once, to finiih the combat, by 
fifting and dafliing him againft the ground ; 
but Harry, finding himlelf going, nimbly 
put one foot behind, and hit Sldnker in 
the ham, and at the fame time pulhing 
forward with all his force, prone' fell 
the unfortunate Skinker, precipitated by 
the double weight of himfelf and his an- 

tagomft. 
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tagonifly and his head rebounded againft 
the floor, while up fprung Harry, and, 
with a punch in the flomach of Skinker, 
put a period to the fray, 

All difmaycd, and wholly difcomforted, 
Skinker flowly arofe, and began to cry 
mofi piteoufly. His coippanions thea 
gathered about him, and, compaflionat- 
ing his plight, turned an eye of indign^ 
tion upon the viftor ; all promifcuoufly 
exclaimed^ O fie, mauer Harry, I am 
iquite afliamed, matter Harry, you gave 
the firft blow ; it wa3 you that gave the 
firfi blow, mafter Harry;, to all which re- 
proaches, Harry furlily replied, If I gave 
firft blow he gave firft hurt* 

Come, come, faid my Lord, there muft 
be fomething more in thi« aft'air than we 
are yet acquainted with. Come hither 
mafter Skinker, tell me the truth, my 
dear ; what was it you did to Harry that 
provoked him to fbikeyou? Indeed, Sir^ 
laid Skinker, I did not intend to hurt him 
^o much. When I gave him one hand to 
ftrike, I held a pin within fide in the: 
other, but the pin run up further than £ 
thought for. Go, go, faid my lord, you 
deferve what you have got; You are aa 
ill-hearted boy, and ftiall not come here 
to play any more. 

G % My 
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My lady then called Harry, defircd to 
look at his hand, and fouad the palm co- 
vered with blood. This ihe wajSied away, 
and, having found the wound, fhe put a 
fmall bit ot black flicking (iik to the ori- 
fice, and Harry inftantJy held himfelf as 
found a man as ever. 

It wa« then, that inftead of exulting or 
crowing over hisadverfary, he began^to 
relax into melanjholy and dejection, and 
iideling over toward Skinker, and look- 
ing M iilfully in hi« face, If, faid Harry, 
with a trembling lip-5 if you willkift and be 
fiiends with me, Til never beat you any 
more. To this overture- Skinker was,, 
w ith a fullen relufl^nce; perluadcd by his, 
conjpanions; and from that moment, the 
viftor b^gan to gain ground in the heait 
and good graces both of father and mo^ 
ther. 

Isight now approached, the candles 
were lighted up, and the children took a. 
fliort and flight repafl, Mafter Dicky 
then privately whifpering to his mamma^ 
defircd her not to be frighted at_ what flic 
might fee, and immediately withdrew. In 
a fhort time he returned, and gathering 
all his little companions iftto a group, in. 
the centre of the parlour, held them a 
while in chatj when, O tremendous! a 
back door flew open, and in glided a 

mofi; 
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raoft terrifying and* horrible apparition ; 
the body and limbs from the neck down- 
wards, ^ere all wrapt in a winding flicet; 
and the head, tho* fear could nqt attend 
to its form, appeared wholly illuminated 
with flames, that glared thro' the eyes» 
mouth, and noftrils. 

At fight hereof, mafter Dicky, appear-* 
ing the firft to be frighted, fcreanjed out,, 
and ran behind his mamma's chair, as it 
were for protection; the panic grew in- 
ilantly contagious, and all this hoil of lit« 
tle gentry, who were, thereafter, to form^ 
our fenates, ;and to lead our armies, ran,^ 
fhrieking aiKl ifaivering, to hide themfelyes^ 
\xx holes and to tremble in corners* 

Our hero, alone, ftood undaunted, tho- 
concerned ;.and,- like an afironomer who,, 
with equal dread and attention, contem*- 

Elates fome fudden phenomenon in the^ 
eavens, which he apprehends to be fent 
as an enfign or forerunner to the fall ot 
mighty ftafes, or difpeopling of nations,, 
fo Harry, with bent and apprehenfiva* 
brows, beheld and confidered the ap*-- 
proaching. fpeftre. 

He had never heard' nor formed- any' 
idea of ghofts.or hobgoblins, he therefore; 
fiood to deliberatt; what he had to fear 
from it. It ftill advanced upon him^ nor* 
Ead he yet bridged ; when his brother 

63, criedi 
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cried out, from behind my lady's chair. 
Beat it, Harry, beat it. On the iriftant,. 
Harry flew back to the corner next the 
hall, and cdtching up his ftafF, the tro- 
phy of Shrove-Tuefday, he returned upon 
the fpeftre, and, aiming a noble blow 
at the illuminated, fronce, he, at once, 
fmaflied ttffe outward lanthron j drove the 
candle, flame and all, into the nwuth of 
him who held it ; and opened his upper 
Up from the nofe to the teeth. Out fpout*- 
ed the blood as from a fpiggot The 
ghoft clapped all the hands that her had to 
his mouth, and flunk away' to (hew to his 
friends in the kitchen, how he had been 
baffled and mauled by an infant of feven 
iurnmers. 

Heaven preferve us, cried my lady ! we 
ihall have nothing but broils and blood- 
(hed in the houfe\5i'fiile this child is among 
us. Indeed, my dear, replied the earl, 
if there was any thing more than mere 
accident in this bufinefs, it was the fault 
of your favourite, Dicky, who defired the 
boy to ftrike. 

By this time, the little gentry came, all 
from their lurking-holes, though yet pale 
and unafl'ured; and, whaiteyer contempt 
they might have for the intellefts of Har- 
ry, they had, now, a very iincere vene- 
ration for his prowcfSt 

Bed 
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Bed- time now approaching, and all be- 
rng again fetded> Harry, fays my lord, 
you have been a very good boy to-day, 
and have joined with your companions in 
all their litde plays; now, if you have 
any plays to flxew them^ I am fure they 
will have the good manners to do as you 
defire. What fay you, Harry ? have you 
any play to (hew them ? Yes, Sir, faid 
Harry, I" have a many of them; there's 
firft, leap frog, and thruflK a thrufh. To 
it, then, Harry, fays my lord; and pray, 
' all you little gentlemen, do you obfervc 
his directions. 

No fooncr faid than done. Harry took 
his companions, -one by one, and cau- 
fing them' to ftoop, with their heads to- 
ward (he ground in a long line, and at 
certain diftatices each before the other, he 
returned to the tail, and taking the ad- 
vantage of a Ihort run to quicken hts 
-Inotion, he laid his hands on the rump of 
the hindmoft, and vaulting lightly over 
him, he, with amazing rapidity, flew a- 
long the whole line, clearing a man at 
every motion, till he alighted before the 
foremoft, and down he popt in the po- 
fture of thofe behind. 

« 

My lady, in utter aftonifhment, lifting 
up her hands and eyes, exchimed, O the 
fine creature, O the gracel'ul creature ! if 

there 
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' there was but si mind to match that bodyr 
there would not be fuch another boy ia 
the univerfe. 

Lord Richard) being now hindmofty 
was the next who adventured, and, with 
aftion enough) cleared his two firft men f 
but then having loft the advantage of his 
run, and his foreman being of more 
than ordinary fize» he firft ftuck upon his 
rump, and, pitching thence, broke his 
forehead againft the£opn He got up^ 
however with apleafantcountenance, aiid, 
running along-iide the line, fet himfelf 
in his former pofture before his brother^ 
The hindmoft then, and then the next", 
and the next, and fb onward, took theiv 
turns, in fuccei&on, without any better 
fuccefs. The one bruifed his ihoulder^ 
another fprainedhis finger, ar/ither bumbt 
his head, another broke his nofe, &c« &c» 
So that, in lefs than five minutes, my lady 
had got an hofpital of her own, though, 
not altogether confifting of incurables. 
^ Now, fpirits and vinegar, brown pa- 
per,, black plaifter, &c. were called for 
in a hurry ^ and, the feveral ftupes and 
dre flings being IkiliuUy applied, the chiU 
dren were ordered to their relpc£livebeds ^ 
and nurfe was prevailed ]upon to continue 
with Harry, till he fhould be reconciled 
tO: his new friendsi and affociates. 

Harry 
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Harry was now become a favourite, 
efpecially among the fervantSj, who, ia a. 
manner, adored him^ iince the adventure 
€f the box and the hobgoblin. 



FRrEND* Hobgoblin! in good timc*^ 
-—Nothing amazes me fo much as the 
terrifying apprehcniions that the world,. 
from the beginning, has univerlaily en- 
tertained of ghofts and fpedires. 

Author/ Do you fear them ? 

Fr. No — I can't fay«"-not ihuch-^—- 
fomething of this formerly ». 1 fti©uld n®t 
Ukc, even now, to lie alooe, in a remote 
chamber of a ruinous ca&k faid to be 
haunted, and have my curtains, at mid-- 
night, opened fuddenly upon me by a 
death's-head and bloody-bones. AW non- 
fenfe, I know it; the early prejudices of 
a daftardly fancy---! tear, while 1 am con- 
vinced there is nothing to be feared.— Do 
you think there is any fuch thing in na- 
ture as a Ipirit ? 

' /AuT. 1 know not that there is any fuch 
thing in nature as matter. 

Fr. Not know there is any fuch thing 
as matter? — You l®ve to puzzle-— to 
throw lets into the road of common fenfe.. 
—What elfe do you know? From what 
elfe can you form any kind. of idea ? 

AcT>. 
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AnT. The room is warm enough, more 
heat is needlefs.-— I know that thoughts 
and conceptions are raifed in my mind ; 
but) how they are raifed, or that they are 
adequate images of things fuppofed to be 
reprefented, I know not. What if this 
femething, or this nothing, called mat* 
ter, ihould be a ihadoVr, a vacuum, in 
refpeA of tpirit, wholly refifilefs to it 
and pervadeable by it ? Or what if it be 
no other than a various man^eftation of 
the feveral good and eyil qualities of fpi- 
rit ? If one infinite fpirit, as is faid, fills 
the univerfe, all other exiftence muft be 
but as the fpace wherein he efl'entially a- 
bides and exifts ; indeed^ they could not 
be produced, or continued for a moment, 
but by his exifting omnipotently, indiv> 
fibly, entirely, in and throughout every 
part. 

Fr. This is new, very new— but I will 
not batter my brains againft your caftle-*- 
According to your thefis, when a man is 
apprehenlive of a fpirit or fpe^lre, it is 
not of Ihadow but of fubflance that he is 
afraid. 

Alt. Certainly; his principal appre« 
henfion arifes from his believing it more 
fufficient, more powerful, and more for^* 
midable, than hiiufeifi 
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. Fr* Excufe me, there arc more tre*? 
mendous reafons. On the fuppofition of 
an engagement,' thofe fort of invifible 
ge^ntry have many advantages over us* 
They give a man no manner of fair play. 
They have you here, and have you there, 
and your beft wateh and ward is no better 
then fencing againft an invifij;>le flail.—— 
But, fcrioufly, do you think we have a- 
ny innate fears of thefe matters f 

AuT. All ouriears arife from the fenfe 
of our own weaknefs, and of the power 
and inclination that others may have to 
hurt us. 

Fr. If our horror of apparitions is not 
innate, how comes ic^ to pafs, that fol* 
diers, that general officers, who dare all 
other danger ; that heroes, who, like Bru- 
tus, have given death to themfelves, or 
who have been led to execution without 
a changing cheek ; have yet dreaded to 
lie alone, or- to be left in the dark? 

Act. We all fee that a fpirit has' vaft 
power. Nothing elfe in truth can have 
any power at all. We perceive, by our- 
felves and others, with what.eafe it can 
aft upon what we call matter ; how it 
moves, how it lifts it. Perhaps, were 
our fpirits detached from this diftempered 
prifon, to which the degeneracy of our 
fallen nature has confined them, they 

might 
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might more eafily whirl a mountain thro' 
the atraofpherc, thao they can now caft 
a pebble into the air. The Gonfideration 
of this 'J>ower,- when joined to malevo- 
lence, as is generally the cafe, becomes 
very tremendous. The ftorics told by 
Burfes and goflips about a wiilter's fire» 
when the young auditors crouch clofer 
and clofor together, and dare not look a- 
bout for fear of what niay be behind 
them, leave iniprcffions that no fubfe- 
quent reafon or religion can efface. The 
ideas of an apparition, on thefe occafions, 
are connefted with all the horror, of 
which infant imaginations can be fufcep- 
tible ; fangs, horns, a threatening mien, 
faucer eyes, a flaming breath, and adeadly 
afpeft. When children are told of farics, 
who carry off people to dwell with them 
under ground ; and of evil Ipirits, who 
fnatch away foul and body together, to 
be their affociates in regions ot darknefa 
and woe ; the fear of fuch evils greatly 
furpaffes thofe of death, as it weds mifery 
to exiftence beyond the grave.— On the 
contrary fide, had fpirits been originally 
reprefcnted to infants as beings ol* an a- 
miable appearance, and as guardians be- 
nevolent and beneficent to man ; had they 
further deigned to vifit us und<?r fuch re- 
prefentations, and, had we experienced 

the 
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the advantage of their inftru£lions and 
good offices, we ihould have met them 
with tranfportf and have parted with re* 
gret. 

Fr . I obfef ve that, as our female an* 
tiquarians drop off, our faith in fpeftres 
perceptibly decays. We have not the fif- 
tieth ftory either propagated or believed, 
that was credited as gofpel when I was a 
boy. What think you ; is it for, or a- 
gainft religion, that fuch fables ihould 
get footing among mankind ? 

A u T. 1 never could think it for the in* 
tercd of religion, that the*(>rovidencc of 
God fliould be elbowed, as it were, quite 
out of the world by a fyftem of daemo* 
nifim. On the other hand, I take the De* 
vil to be a perfonage of much more pru- 
dence, than to frighten his favourites from 
faim, by aiTuming fuch horrid and difguft* 
ful appearances. He rather chufes, to 
lurk behind temptation, in the allurement 
of beauty, the deceitfulnefs of fmiles, 
the glozing of, aompliments, in revel and 
banquetting, in titles and honours, in the 
glitter of ornament, and in the pomp of 
ftate. When God fends his fpirits oil 
meiTages to man, there is a meaning of 
importance in the errand. Such was that 
of his angel to Manoah, for the delivery 
of a people ; and to Zacharias and tl^ 

V0I..L H blcffed 
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bleffed virgin, for the redemption of hil* 
man kind. But, when the devil is faid 
to fend his emiflaries throughout the 
earth, on what errands does this arch-po- 
litician^ employ them ? Even fuch as could 
fuit no other than a dunce or a driveller* 
1 never, yet heard of one of thefe miflions 
that could be confirued to any intention 
of cunning or common fenfe. I there- 
fore hold the legends ©f his ghoftly vifi- 
tation to be altogether apocryphal. 

Fr. Every man of common fenfe muft 
be of the fame opinion, f And yet, have 
you known any perfon wholly free from 
fuch prejudices, who made no diftinction, 
on this fantaftical article, between dark- 
nefs and mid-day, between a lonely char- 
liel-houfe and a full affembly ? 

AuT. 1 have; but they were men of 
exceeding ftrong nerves ; a^ alfo of ex- 
ceeding clear or exceeding callous con- 
fcienceSj which, coming from oppofite 
points, equally met for the fame purpofc 
on this occafion. 

Two travellers^ the one a man of pie- 
ty, th« other a profligate, met at a coun- 
try-inn juft as night came upon them. It 
was Halontide Eve, the feafon, in thofe 
4jay s, wherein the devils were faid to keep 
high carnival,and when all the inhabitants 
of the vifionary regions were fuppofed to 

revel 
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revel and range throughout the earth at 
pleafure. 

For want of better company our tra- 
velleis made up an acquaintance, and fur- 
ther cemented it by a jugg of good li- 
quor. The night was dark; The girls 
of the houle had new waflied their fmocks, 
to De hung to the fire, and turned by the 
ghoftly relemblances of their fweetheartsj 
and the converlation, in the kitchen, ran 
on many an authentic narrati\/e of fpec- 
tres, and, particularly, on the man m gib* 
bets who hung by the road, and who was 
reported, between twelve and one at mid- 
eight, to defcend from the gallows, and 
take juft three turns about the old barn. 

Do you believe any of this droll ftufF, 
faid the profligate ? I know not what to 
think, anfwered his pious companion ; i 
find all the world in the fame llory, and 
yet, as the faying is, I never faw any thing 
more frightful than myfelf. As for 
my fliare, faid the profligate, I think I 
ihould not fear the great devil himfelf'j 
and indeed I (hould be glad to have a lit^ 
tie chat with the old gentleman. Stout 
as you arc, rejoined his companion, I will 
lay you a bet of five crowns that you dare 
not warm a porringer of broth, and go, 
and offer it without there, to the man in 
gibbets, I will depend on your honour 

Hz for 
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for performance of articles. *Tis donei 
cried the other. The betts were produced^ 
and refpedively depofited in the bands of 
my landlady. 

Our pious travener,who now began to 
be alarmed for his wager, ftole flily out, 
while his companion was bufied in heat- 
ing the broth. He made up to the place 
whcfe the deceafed malefaftor was taking 
the frelh air. The gallows was low, and, 
by the advantage of a bank behind and 
his own agility, he leaped up and faften- 
ing his arms about the ihoulders of the 
corpfe, fo that they both appeared bat aa 
one body. 

He had juft fixed himfclf to His mind, 
whea up comes his companion with the 
porringer and a ftool. He direftly mountV 
ed the ftooL and, reaching up a fpoonful 
of broth to the mouth of the dead, with 
a firm and bold voice he cried. Sup man 1 
why don't you fup ? ' . 

Scarce had thefe wordd been uttered^ 
when, fearful to hear ! with a tone deep 
as hell and difraal as the grave, the man 

in gibbets replied :It i — is too ho— 1» 

And damn you, why don't you blow it 
then ? rejoined the other. 

Fr. My nerves will not admit of thi$ 
for fad* The tale indeed is good, though 
fuch an inftance of intrepidity in any mor- 
tal 
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&1 may be difputable. But, fhall we ne« 
rer return to our ftory again ? 

Aut. It matters not how far we travel 
from it^ finee the magic of a wiih can 
bring us back in a twinkling. 



C H A P. IV. 

RUFFLED linen^ laced hat, filfe 
flockings, &c. had now been order- 
ed for Harry, with a new fuit of cloaths^. 
trimmed like thofe of your beau-infefts^. 
vulgarly called butterflies^ They were ' 
tried on, in« the prefence of his parents^ 
and highly approved by ail, except Harry 
liimfelf, Who feemed, by his fidgeimgs»> 
to be fomewhat difgufted at this new kmd 
afv, incumbrance^ Harry, fays my [ lord,, 
puts me in mind of the Ibn o^ Jelle in the 
armour of Saul, he has not yet proved 
them. Well Harry, how do- you iikc 
yourfelt? I don't know, not^ I, fays Harr 
TV. But, papa, can you* tell me wuat' 
tbefe things are for ? In truth, Harry, yout 
pole me. Wou't people love me better,. 
Sir? Nora whit itideed,, Harry,, replied" 
my lord. Loid help that little t^.oi'S' 
head ot thine, interpolcd uiy lady ! ii^ peo-- 
Rle wont iove thee, they'll relped thee; 
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the more^ Foor« head ? repeated my lordti. 
upon my fouU the child has more fenfe: 
khan half our nobility. : 

. Harry had been now near ^ month 
with his parents^ and, as his nurfe had 
not yet parted, he was tolerably amena* 
Ht to quality government However^ 
he pined in the abfence of his dada, as^ 
he called hiuiv>nd.daily importuned my 
lord and lady to be permitted to go and 
fee him: for, as Harry's 'heart told hi» 
that his bearded dad a loved him better 
^han all the world, fo Harry loved him^ 
hetter than three worlds ;. for he wis- 
^yei? defirous of going three times as far^ 
j^ afFeclion and good oiScej», as any one 
went for him., : 

At length he obtained confent, and 
was- conducted, by his nurfe, in all his, 
finery, on a vifit to h s dear dada. 

Their mectiog was accompanied by- 
tears of joy ou.both fides ;: when the old 
gentleman, firyck: with concern at the- 
g^arb, in which hcfiiw his darling, cried. 
out. And whov Iny dear, put this fool's 
coat upon my; child ? FoolV coat, Sir^ 
^yS' Harry ! Yes, my love,itis worfe thaiji 
all that ;. they were very naughty do£lor$ 
'fPihoJiave endeavoured to poifon my boy, 
lihfiiej iiS) not ai bit^oE all this lace and 

raffling 
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vaffiitig, that is not full of rank poifons; 
I will tell you a ftory, my Harry. 

There was once upon a time, a very 
good and a very clever boy, called Her- 
cules. Ad he grew up^ beQdes bis prayerf 
and his b6ok, he was taught to run, and 
leap; to ride, wreftle^ and cudgel; and 
though ^e was able to beat all the boyjs ia 
the panih, he never ufed to hurt or quar* 
rel with any of them. He did not mat- 
ter cold, aor hunger, nor what he cat^ 
nor what he drank ; nor how, nor where 
be lay *^ and he went always drefled in the 
&in of a wild beaft, that could bear all 
winds and weathers; and that he could 
fut on or off at pleafure; for he knew 
that his drefs was ho part of himfelf, and 
could neither add to him nor take away 
any thing from bim.^ 

When this brave boy came to man'». 
tftate, he went about^the. world, doing 
good in all places y helping the weak, and 
feeding the hungry, and clothing the 
Baked, and comforting thole that criedy. 
and beating all thofe that did hurt or 
wrong to others ^ and all good people 
k)ved him with their whole heart, and 
all naughty people feared him terribly. 

But, O fad and diifinal! a lady, waoiQ' 
ke had faved from great hurt anc) ihanie, 
nadehim a grefeut of a new coat, which 

waa 
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was called a Ihtrt in thofe days, as tfiey 
wore it next the fkin. And now, my 
Harry, take notice* The lady bad co* 
vered his coat, aU over, with laces, and 
vith rufflings, and; with beads of glafs, 
and fuch other fooleries; fo that poor 
Hercules looked juft as fine as yoa da 
now. , And he turned him to this iide, 
and he turned him to that fide, and he be- 
gan to think more and better of himfelf,^ 
becaufe he had got this fool's coat upoBr 
him. And the poifon of it entered inta 
his body and into his mind, and brought 
weaknefa and diilempers upon the one 
and the other. And he grew fo fond of^ 
k that he could not bear to have . it pub 
qS: for he thought that, to part witiv 
k, would be to part with his fleih frOm» 
his bones. Neither would he venture out^ 
ki the rain, amy more ; nor box nor wref- 
tie with any body, for fear of fpoiling his^ 
fine coat. So that in time^ he loft the 
love and the prailes of every body ; and 
all people fcorned him, and pointed ab* 
him for a fool and a coxcomb, as he went^ 

For fome time, after the old gentleman: 
had fini(hed bis fiery, the child continued 
to gaze up at him, wuh fixed eyes^ and 
open niouthf as teartul ot lofing any fyl« 
latie that he might utter; tUl,. recoil 

kding. 
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le£ltng himfelf, he crkdout, O, tbi« i$ 
a.very fad cafe, indeed; I wiih my coat 
was burnt, fo I do ; but don't fear for 
me, dada. Why, how then Harry ? re- 
plied his patron. Why, I may find t 
trick for all this, dadaf 1 warrant you 
never fee me in this ugly coat ag'ain.* 

After this and fome other inltrudions 
and mutual endearnKnts, nurfe preiT^d to 
be gone ; and thefe two fond friends were 
compelled to (under, with a promife, oa 
parry's part, of a fpcedy return. 

For fome tinfe after his arrival at the 
manfion-bouie, Harry appeared thought- 
ful, and greatly dej.cled, which they ar 
fcribed to his partmg with his old friend; 
but Harry had fchemes in his head that 
they were little able to fathom or guefs at. 
Haying peeked about, for fome time, he 
found a kiute, in a window, which he 
inilantly feized upon, and then fl:ole up^ 
with all poilibly privacy, to his apart- 
ment 

1 here he ftript himfelf ina hurry, s(nd» 
falling as quickly t^ work, began to cut 
and rip and rend away the lacings of his 
fuit without fparing cloth or feam. While 
he was thus in the heat and very middlci 
of his bufinefs, he heard himfelf repeat*- 
edly called on the flairs, and hurrying 
on his cloaths to obey the fummons, he 

raa 
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ran down to the parlour, with half the 
trimmings hanging in fritters and tattars 
about him. ^ ' 

The droll and very extraordinary figure 
that he cut, ftruck all the company into 
litter amazement. Having gazed on him, 
for fome time, in a kind of filent ftupor. 
Why Harry, cries my lady, what's all this 
for ? Who abufed you, my child, who 
put you in this pickle ? t^ome hither and 
tcil me, who fpbiled your cli^aths ? I did, 
madam. You did, firrah, cried my lady, 
giving him a flial^e. and how dare you 
^oil them ! Why, becaufe they wanted 
to fpoil me, faid Harry* . And who told 
you they would fpoil you, fifrah? I won't 
tell, faid Harry. Til lay a wager, cried 
my lady, it was^that old rogue with the 
beard ; but I'll have him whipt for a foc^ 
and a knave out of the pariih. Pray, my 
dear, be patient a little, faid his lordfliip. 
Come here, Harry, and tell me the truth, 
ftoutly, and no harm fhall happen to yov 
4Dr your dada with the beatd. Come, 
fpeak, what fault did he find with your 
cloaths? Why, Sir, he faid, as how they 
would poifon me. Poifon you, nay dear ; 
pray how was that? Why, Sir, he told 
me as how there was a.little mafter, called 
Herclus, and as how he was a mighty 
good boy, and was cold and hungry, and 

almoft 
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sinnicft naked, and did not matter, fo as 
he could do good to every body ; aad as 
bow every body loved him with all their 
hearts /\nd then, lie told me, as how 
he got a mighty fine coat, and looked 
here and looked there, and minded no- 
thing but his coat.f and as how biscoat 
poifoned him, and would not let him do 
any more good ; and as how all the boys 
then hated him, and piflcd upon him. Sir 
—and as how — Ibe-lieve, that's all, Sir- 
Here my lord and lady took fuch > a 
chink of laughing, that it was fome time 
before they could recover ; while Harry 
looked abaflied and difconcerted. But my 
lord, recoUeding himfelf, took the child 
on his knee, and warmly preiling him to: 
his bofom, I muft tell you, my Harry, 
faid he, as how you are a mighty good 
boyt and as how your dada with a beard 
is a mighty good dada, and has told you 
all that is right and true. And thajt I 
will go myfelf, one of thefe days, and 
thank him in perfon. Thank you, Sir, 
fiiys Hirry. 

Well, Harry, faid my lord, I promife 
that no one Ihall poilbn you any more» 
with my confent. Whereupon another 
new fuit was immediately appointed, of a 
kind that Ihould fear no weather, nor, in 
C4fe of dirt or damage, draw upon Uar-' 

ry 
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ry the refentment or admonitions of I^ 
caamma* 

Juft as dinner was ferved up, Mr 
Meekly enteped and took his feat. He 
came in order to conciliate a^ late differ- 
ence between the earl and Sir Standifh 
Stately ; and in this he found no manner 
of difficulty, as my lord was, by nature, 
of a kindly difpofition, and required no 
more than a firft advance to be reconciled 
to any man. 

During the entertainment, Harry kept 
his' eyes fixed on Mr Meekly ; and, as 
foon as the cloth was off*, he rofe, went 
over to him, looked fondly in his^ face, 
and took hold of his hand with the fami* 
liarity of an old acquaintance. 

Mr, Meekly, faid my lord, my fon 
Harry pays you a very particular and very 
deferved compliment ; he puts me in mmd 
of that fort of inflinft, by which a flrange 
dog is always (ure to difcover, and to ap* 
ply to the mofl: benevolent perfon at ta«^ 
ble. Indeed, my lord, faid Mr Meekly, 
(careiling the child) I know not, whether^ 
by infiind, or by what other name to call 
my own feelings ;. but certain it h that, 
the firft moment I faw him, in his lit- 
tle peafant-petticoats, 1 found my heart 
firongly a&ded toward him. 

Itt 
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^ in a fliort time my lady retired, with 
the children, and left the Earl and Mr 
Meekly over « temperate bottle. Mr 
Meekly, faid my lord, (taking him ccn^ 
dially by the hand) I rejoice at the ad- 
vantage of our late acquaintance, or ra*- 
ther I repine that it was not earlier. I 
am greatly int^efied, 5ir,^ in afking yoH 
U few queilions, if I thought I might do 
it without offence. Arc you any way 
ilraitened in your circumftanccs ? — No, 
my lord.-*But -would you not wifli them 
more affluent, would you not wifli, that 
your power of doing good were more ex* 
tenfive, more anfwerable to the benevo- 
lence of your own inclinations ?-- *I can- 
not fay that 1 would, my lord. I have 
upwards of feven hundred a-year clear 
income; and that is confiderably more 
than I have occafion to expend.^ — It would 
•be indelicate, replied the earl, very inde- 
licate to own, that I am forry for your 
profperity ; and yet I find that I Ihould 
have been h!q>py in your diftrefs, in the 
power it would have given n^ to ferve, 
to oblige you. I want a friend, I want 
juflfuch a friend as Mr Meekly; and I 
iknow of no price at which I would not 
gladly purchafe him.—My lord, I am 
y#urs, freely affectionately yours, with- 
out fee or condition. Sir, rejoined my 
-: You h I * lord^ 
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lord, as I find that I^cannot make oiit a 
title to your particular attachment, I arrt 
content to be taken into the general circle 
of your benevolence. 

The world, MrMeeklyj, think me the 

^ happieft of men ^ bleffed in my familyi 
in my friends ; with health, honouts, af^ 
flucnce ; with the power of gratifying 
every wifh that liuman fancy can form ! 

^ but alas ! my fenfatxons are very far from 
affirniing their judgment of thefe, mat- 
ters; and I will defcrve your advice, your 
confolation, if you can afford it, by un- 
bofomingmyfelf to you without refer^^e. 
When I reCeft on njy paft life, I look 
on many parts of it with repentance, and 
en the whole with regret. Not that I 
wifli the return of pfeafures, that I now 
defpife, or of years fpent in a manner 

. that virtue and common fenfe muft equal- 
ly difapproye j but I am arrived at mtj 
evening of life, like a fportfman, who, 
having been in purfuit of game all the 
day, return^ homeward, iTorrowful, fa- 
tigued, and difappointed. With every 
advantage that could gratify either my 
vanity or my appetites, I cannot affirni 
that levertafted of true enjoyment ; and 
i now well perceive, that I was kept from 
being milerable, merely by amufement 

- and diflipation, - 
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As I had the misfortune to be barn to 
a title and a vaft eftate, all people refped^- 
edj in me, the poffeilion of thofe objects 
which they themfelves were in purfuitof. 
i was confequently befet with fycophants 
and deceivexs of all forts, and thereby 
trainad, from my infancy, to unavoidable 
prejudices, errors, and falfe eftimates of 
every thing. I was not naturally ill-diC- 
pofed, but 1 was perpetually feduced from 
.all my better tendencies. 

Both my parents died, before I arrived 
at thofe years, wherein our laws allow of 
any title to difcretion, I had but one 
brother. O that dear brother, how many 
iighs he has coft me ! I was older thaa 
Jbim by abqut feverr years ; and, this difpa- 
.rity of our age, together with the elevab- 
.ing notion of my birthright, gave me th^e 
.authoritative airs of a father, without a 
.fathcr*& tendcrnefs towards him. This^ 
mutually prevented that cordiality, tha^t 
fympath;^^, as I may fay, by which bro- 
.thers fhould he cemented during their mi- 
nority. And when our guardian, as/I 
then judged, had fo far betrayed his truft, 
as to bind my brother apprentice to a tra- 
der, And thereby to deprive him of ajl 
title to gentility, I looked upon him as a 
branch cut off from the family- tree ; and, 
aa. my thoughts about him were acconi-- 

I 2 paniedi 
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panicd by coldncfs or difguft, V fortiori* 
to make any inquiry concerning him. 

Iain apt to think, however, that he 
was not equally unnatural on his part j- 
tut, hearing of the diffolutc life 1 led on 
my return from travel, he might juftly 
deem me unwoEthy of his acquaintance 
QT notice^ 

During the time of my intimacy with 
his late majedy, and the minifters of his 
plcafure^ and policy, a fcrvant brought 
me word, that a gentleman, attended by 
a number of the principal citizens, waited 
for me in my antichamber ; whereupoa 
Igavc orders for their immediate intra- 
ducliott. 

On their entrance,. Fwas awfully ftruck 
wilh the prefcnceof their principal, with 
the elegance of his figure, the nobleneft 
of his alpaJl, and'the eafe of his addrefs; 
and I felt myfrff drawn to him by a fud*-' 
den kind ofinftinftive attachment. 

My lord, fey s he, we come to wait 
upon you in the name of the very refpeft- 
able body o£ the citizens of London^ 
fome infiingcments have been lately made 
on their city-chsarter, and theirfirft appli- 
cation is to your tordlhip, as they wifll, 
?ibove all others, to be obliged to you for 
their redre&«. 
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' They havebcea very diJcreet, faidl, in* 
fheir cnoi-e of an advocate: Their de» 
xBands mull be exorbitant^ if they fail of 
fuccefs while you are their folicitor. 

This paper, proceeded hc^ contains i* 
dear detail of their rights^ and die en- 
croachments that have been made there- 
on. They are fenfible of your lordfliip's? 
intereft with his majefty an<i the miniftryt 
and they humbly petition for your favour 
»nd happy influence in their behalf. 
- Without papers* I replied, or any in* 
duccment fave that of your own requeft,, 
let me .but know what I am to do, and I 
fiiall l^ink myfelf truly honoured and 
obliged by your commands. 

My lord, he rejoined, 1 do not wiih tQ> 
betray you into any miflaken or unmerited 
compiaifance. 1 am but a trader^ a citi- 
zen of the lower order. 

I now felt myfelf blufli with fliame and 
iifappointment ;. I refented my being der 
reived by the dignity of his appearance ^ 
and I was. more particularly piqued by the* 
£arcaliical kind of imile with which he* 
elofed his declaration. All confufcd, { 
iQoked down, and pretended to caft my 
eyes over the paper, in order to gain timej 
^r rccplle<9^on( Having, at intervals, 
muttered a tew words, fuch as chartersyr 
gf Mt&i, privileges, . immuoities^ and fo^ 

i 3> forth,. 
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forth, I am not, fatd I, an ^Eiemy to tbe* 
Ipwcr ranks of men ; poor people muft 
MviQ, and thci^ fervke, as well as fubor- 
dination, is necefiary to fecicty ; but I con* 
fefs r was always fond of thofe fumptuary 
laws, tlia^ eorifined the degrees o£*men to 
their refpeftive departments^ and pre- 
Yentedmeehanicsfrom confounding them* 
ielves with gentlemen. 

My. lord, fays he, with the moft eafy 
andprovqking unconeern, when you £ha& 
be pleafed to look down from the fnperi- 
#rity of your ftation, and to confider 
things and perfons according to their me- 
rits^ you will not defpife fome, merely for 
being of ufe to others* The wealth, pro-* 
ipcrity, and importance of all-this world, 
are founded and erected on three living 
pillars, the Tiislbr of the ground, the 
li^ANUJFACTURER, and the Mfrchant. Ol 
^'efe, the tiUfer is fuppofed to be the 
kaft refpeSa^le, as he requires the leaft 
©f genius, invention, oraddrefsf and yel? 
tiie plowman Triptolemua was worfhip«* 
ped as ar god ; and the plowman Cincin- 
Batu^ is fiill held in as high efieem as any» 
peer of any reahzi, fave that oL Great-^ 
fiiitaia. 

I have known, fatd I, a- mob o£ fuche^ 
godsand dictators fomewhat dangerous ajt 
timeik I m\k& bc: frjee to tdl ypu^ mif* 
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ter; that matters ape much changed iinca^ 
pririceiles kept fheep, and the fons of 
kings were cow-herds. The ranks and 
orders of men are now appointed and 
known) and' one department muft not 
prefume to break in upon another. My 
baker^ barber, brewer, butcher, hatter^ 
holier, and taylor, are, unqueftionably^ 
of ufe, though 1 have nrot the honour of 
being acquainted* with one of them; and^ 
faitherta, I have deemed it fufficient to 
fend my fervantft to entertain and pay^ 
them their billS) without admitting them 
to a t^e a tete, as at prefent. 

He now rejoined, with a little warmth^ 
Wy Lord, we. pardon your indelicacy, in 
eonfideration of your enrorl The vene* 
rable body, now^^ prefent,^ might be ad^ 
mitted to a tete a tete with the firft eftata 
ef this kingdom, without any condefcen^ 
fioB on the part of majefty* And^ would 
you allow yourfclt to be duly informed,, 
lihould foon. make you fen&ble that we 
have actually done you the honour whichc 
we intended by this vifit. 

Permit me to repeat, that the wealthy 
profperity, andamportance of every thing; 
upon earth arifes from the TiLiLEfti thc. 
Manufacturer and the Merchant;. 
and that, as nothing is truly eftimablef 
iave in proportion taits utility, thefeare,^ 

con^ 
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conlcquently . very Far froin being conf^ 
temptible cnarafters. The tiller fupplie* 
the manuf \6i:urer, the manutacturer iupt 
plies the merchant, and the merchant fup-r 
plies the world with all its wealth. It ia 
thus that ioduftry is promoted, arts in-* 
vented and improved, commerce extend- 
ed, fuperfluities mutually vended, wantti 
imufually fappHed ; that each man be** 
comes a ufeful member of fociety ;. that 
focieties become further of advantage to 
each other ; and that fiates are enableci tar 
pay and dignify their upper fervarits with 
titles, rich r^vemies^ principalities and 
crowns. 

The merchant, above all, it extcixfivei. 
eoniiderable, and refpedtable, by his oc-? 
cupation, k is he who furniflies every^^ 
comfort, convenience, and elegance of 
Kf e ; who carries off e vepy red undance, whor 
fills up every want ; who ties country ta 
country^ and dime to clime, and brings 
the remoteft regions to neighbourhood 
and converfe ; who makes man to i^e li-<^ 
terally the lord of the creation, and gives- 
him an interefi; in whatever is done upon 
earth ; who furniihes to each the produdb 
of ail lands, and the labours of all nations ^ 
and thus knits into one family, and weaves 
iiDto one web, the affinity and brpthex-r 
keod of all mankind*. ^ -: 

I hair^ 
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^ T havena quarrel, I cried, to the high 
and Hiighty my lords the merchants, if 
each could be humbly content with the 
profits of his profcffionj without forming 
themfelves into companies, excluiive of 
thcirbrethren,6uritinerapt merchants and 
pedlars. I confefs myfelf an enemy to the 
vionopolies of your chartered companies 
and city-corporations-; and T can perceive 
no evil- con fequence to the public or the 
Aate, if all fuch aflbciations were this iur 
ftant diffolved. 

Permit me, he mildly replied, once for 
all, to fct your Lordihip right in this mat- 
ter. I am fenfible that the gentlemen of 
large landed properties are apt to look 
iipon themfelves as the pillars of the (late, 
and to confider their inter efts and the in« 
terefis of the nation, as very little be^ 
Itiolden to or dependent on trade ; tho' the 
fads is, that thpfe very gentlemen would 
lofe nine parts in ten of their yearly re* 
turns, and the nation nine tenths of h^r 
yearly revenues, if induftry and the arts, 
(promoted as 1 faid by commerce) did 
not raife the produ6te of lands to tenfold 
their natural value. The manufafturcp, 
on the other hand,, depends on the landed 
intereft for nothing fave the materials of 
his craft ; and the merchant is wholly in-* 
dependent of all lands^ or rather he is the 

general' 
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general patron thereof. I miaft further 
obferve to your lordlhip, that this bene- 
ficent profeffion is by no means confined tQ 
individuals as you would have it. Large 

' focieties of men, nay mighty nations, may 
and have been merchants. When focicf 
ities incorporate for fuch a virorthy purpofe, 
they are formed as a foetus within tb^ 
womb of the mother, a conftitujtion witk- 
ih the general ftate or conftitution ; their 
particular laws and regulations ought, at 
ways, to be conformable to thofe of thi? 
national fyflem; and, in that cafe, fuch 
corporations greatly conduce to thepeacf 
and good order of cities aminarge townsi^ 
:and to the general power and profperity 
of the nation. 

A nation that is a merchant has np 
jieed of an extent of lands, as it can de-^ 
ttive to itfelf fubfiftancc from alj parts erf 
:the globe. Tyre was fituated in a fmall 
iflandon the coail of Fhcenicia, and yet 
that fingle city contained the moft flou- 
^iihing, opulent, and powerful nation in 

V the uuiverfe; a nation that long with^ 
.ftood the united forces of the three firfl; 
monarchies, biougiit againft her by Ne- 
buchadnezzar and Alexander the Great. 
The Seven United Provinces do not con- 
Aaiwi land fuiiicicnt foi the lubiilience of 
4we third o£ their inJtiaJbitants \ but thejT 

' are 
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4re a nation of merchants ; the world fur^ 
nifhesthem with an abundanceof all good 
things; by commerce they have arrived 
at empire; they have affumcd to the m- 
ftlves the principality of the ocean ; and, 
by being lords of the ocean, are in a mea- 
furc become the proprietors of iall lands. 

Should England ever open her eyes to 
her own intercft, flie will follow the fame 
profperous and ennobling profeflion ; (he 
will conform to the confequences of her 
Jfituation. She will fee that, without a na* 
val pre-eminence, (he cannot be fafe; and 
Aat^ ^thout trade, her naval power carf- 
not be fnpported. Her glory will alfo 
flow from this fource other intcrefts, and 
A fail-yard will become the higheft fcepter 
of her dignity. She will then find that 
a fiagle triumph of her flag will be more 
available for her profperity, than the con- 
quefl: of the four continents j that her 
pre-eminence by fea will carry and dif- ^ 
iufe her influence over all lands ; and, that 
univcrfal influence is univerfal dominion. 

Avarice, my lord, may pile; robbery 
.inay plunder ; new mines may be open^ 
.ed ; hidden tr^fures may be difcovered ; 
gameftcrs-may win cafli ; conquerors may 
'win kingdoms ; but all ffuch means of ao- 
quiring riches are tranfient and determin- 
able : while induftry and commerce are 

the 
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the natural, the living, the never-failhtg 
fountain, from whence the weadth of this 
Urorld can alone be taught to flow. 
. And can you, cried I, have the efiron- 
tery to inflnuate a preference of yourfel^ 
and your fellow cits, to om* Britiih nob- 
bles and \princes, who derive their powers 
and dignities from the fiedfaft extent of 
their landed poffeffions ? Was it by barter 
and bargain that our Edw^ird^ and Henrys 
atchieved their conqueils on the conti- 
nent ? or was it by pedlars and mechanics^ 
think you, that the €elds of Creifi, of 
Foidiers, and Agincourt, are rendered 
immortal? Go^ I continued, feek elfc- 
where for redrcfs of your infignificant 
grievances ; we gi\ e little to fturdy beg- 
,^rs, but nothing to faucy rivals. 

Wholly kindled by this inveftive, he 
<:aft on me a fierce and menacing regard^ 
and, with a fevere accent, and a fide« 
glance that ihot fire, When cc>urtiers ((ays 
lie) acquire common fenfe, and lords ihail 
have learned to behave theipfelves like 
gendemen^ I may do iuch a^ne the ho- 
nour to acknowledge him for a brother. 

Your brother? exclaimed Mr Iveekly, 

Jour brother, my Lord?— Yes, Mr 
leekly, my brother, my amiable, my 
very amiable and honourable brother, in- 
^eed* But turning contemptuoufly from 
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tike he inftantly departed with his attead* 
ing citizenSf I 

I ought to have followed, I ought ta 
have ftayed him. I fhould have falkn up- 
on his neck: with my tears and careiTes 
I ihould have wrung a pardon from him^ 
and not have fufiered him to leave me till 
by my fubmiffions I had obtained full for- 
givcnefs^ This, indeed, was my firft e- 
motion.; but. the recollection of my long^ 
and unnatural negled:, my utter difrcgard 
of his perfon and concerns, now aggra** 
vated by my late infults, perfuaded mc 
that a reconciliation on his part was im- 
poflible. 

I remained difconcerted, and greatly, 
difturbed. I fek *with what pride and 
tranfport I fliould now hav€ acknowledg- 
ed, have courted, have clafped this brother 
to my bofom ; but my fancy reprefented 
him as ice in niy arms, as ihrinking 
and turning from me with difguft and 
difdain. At times, I formed a hundred 
fchemes toward recovering his afFeftions 4 
but again, rejeding thefe as inefFedual, 
1 ei^deavoured to confole myfclf £ot his 
Ipfs, by considering his late demeanour as 
exceeding faulty} and expreilive of a dif« 
pofltion infufierably proud and overbear- 
ing. My heart, in^eed^ acknowledged 
Jhow^ery lovely he was in his perfon ; but 

Vol. I. K .the 
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%he {bpcriority of his talents, ^nd Che tt^ 
£nement of his manners, gave him a diC^ 
tin Aioxi that was not altogether fo grateful. 
* All day I kept my apartment, in dif- 
pleafure at my brother, myfelf, and the 
%v^orId. The next morning I was inform- 
cd, that, the moment he left me, he went 
to the minifter, who engaged, at his in- 
fiance, to have every grievance that he 
complained of redrelTed to its extent: 
that th€ minifter had afterwards intro««^ 
duced him to his majefty in full levee^ 
that the king held him in long and fami- 
Kar converfation, and that all the court 
was profufe of their admiration and prat-^ 
fes of Mr Clinton. 

This alfb was frelh matter of triumph 
to him, and mortification to me. It was 
now evident, that my brother's application 
to me was intended^ merely to do me pe- 
culiar honour } and, in return, faid I to 
myfelf, I have endeavoured to cover hint 
\iith confuiion and difgrace. Tet, when 
lunderflood that he haddifdained to men- 
tion me as his brother, or of his blood, 
I alfo fcorned to derive lufire from any 
claim of affinity with him ; and I further 
felt that I could not forgive him the re- 
proaches which he conjftrained me to give 
mylelf ia his behalf. 

from 
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From that time I took great pains to 
^ISpate or fupprefs thofe uneafy fcnfa- 
tions which the remembrance of him gave 
me. But after I had married and retired 
from -the glare and tuftle o£ the worlds 
and mcMre particularly on the birth of my 
firft child, when my heart had entered 
into a new fpherc of domeftic feelings, 
this dear brother returned with double 
weight upon my mind. Yet his idc* 
was no longer accompanied by envy ot 
refentment, but by an affeclionate and 
fwect, though paining remorfe. 
. I wrote him a letter full of penitential 
fubmifiionSy and of tender and atoning 
prayer's for pardon ajtid reconcilements 
But, alas, my mcffenger returned with 
tidings, that fome years paft, he had witl^ 
drawn from trade, had retired to France 
^r Holland, had dropt all correfpondence^ 
and that no one in England knew whe^ 
ther he was dead or alive« 

Ah, my brother, my dear brother ! (I 
ns^ould often repeat to myfclf ) has any re* 
verfe of fortuae happened to you, my* 
brother? fome domeliic calamity, fome 
heavy ditlrefs, perhaps ! and no brothe?' 
at hand to cohible or ihat-e your aiHic- 
tions. Return to me, divide my heart, 
divide my fortune with me and mine!! 
AhSf wretch that I am, you know aot 

k a ihae 
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that you have a brother, one deferv- 
ing of that name. You know net that 
Ihis bofom of flint is now humanized', 
and melted dowain the fervour, of affec*- 
tion toward you^ You hate me, you 
defpife me, my amiable brother I 'How, 
now fhali I make you fenfible, ythat my 
J[ieart is full of your image, of efteemi 
of tendereft love for my lovifly Harry 

Clinton! / ' 

I again fent other meffengejTs in fearch 
e*f intelligence, and procured/letters %o 
the bankers and merchants^dT principal 
"note abroad ; but all my fo)ficitudes^ and 
inquiries were equally fruitl^fs. 
, ^ Thegrieftbat this occafionedfirft taught 
me to refleft, and caft a fliade over the 
iuftre of every objeft about me. . The 
world no more appeared ^6 that worlds 
.which, formerly, had held out happineft 
^to either hand. I ho longer beheld it thro' 
the perfpeftives of curiofity or youthful 
defire j I had worn out all its gaieties ; I 
-had exhaufted all its delights ; for me it 
had nothing more to promife, or bellow j 
•and yet 1 faw no better profpeft, no Other 

refource^ 

Should r turn to religion, a little ob- 
fcrvation taught me, that the devotees 
themfelves were warm in purfuit of objefts 
of which! was tired ; that they were ftiU 

fiabiz^t 
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fiibjeft to the paffion^ and defircs of the 
world; and were no way to be diftin- 
guifhed from other men^ fave by an un* 
fociable referve> or gloomy caft of eouij^ 
tenance. 

May I venture to confefe to you, Vtt 
Meekly, that, at times of niy dcfpond- 
ence, I dared to call the juftice andtwifdomf 
of Omnipotence into queftion. Take* 
this world, (faid 1 to myfelf ) confider it 
as it feems to (land, independent of any 
ether, and no one living can ailign a fina- 
gle end or purpofe, for which it could be? 
snade. Men are even as their fellow in=«- 
fcfts ; they rife to life, exert their linea-^ 
nents, and flutter abroad during the fum- 
iner of their little feafon ; then droop, die' 
arway, md are fucceeded ^,wi fucceeded^ 
in an infignificant rotation. £veh* the^ 
, firmeft|bumun eilablifiiments^ the befl: laf 
boured fyftemsjof policy, can fcaf ce boaft- 
.)i noblpr fate, or a longer duration : the- 
flaighneft fiates^and nations periih like in* 
divicl^ah ; in one leaf we read^ their hif-* 
tory, we admire their atchievemcnts, we- 
are interefted: in their fucceflcs,- but, pro- 
ceed to the next, and no more than a^ 
name i^ left : the Nine vehs^ and Babylons* 
of Afia are fallen) the Sparta^ and Athend^ 
of Greece are no mure;, and- the monu-r 
aaents that promifed to endure to^lornity^ 
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are erafed like the mount of fand, whicliv. 
yeftprday, the children, caft up on the: 
jhore. 

, When Ibehold thfs (lupendous expanfe» 
fo fumptuouily furniflied with a profufion 
Qf pUneta and luminaries, revolving in 
appointed courfes, and diveriifying the 
ieafona;: I fee a. work that is- altogethec 
.worthy of a God • Again » when I defcend 
tp earthy and look abroad uppnthe infir 
iiite produftions of nature, upon provi* 
fiohs fo amply anfwering to the wants of 
iBvery living being;, and on objefts and 
organs fo finely fitted to each other, I 
trace a complicated ma^e of wi£iom<^. 
bounty,, and benevolence. But, when I 
-fee all thefe beauties and benefits counter^ 
afted by fome adverfe and djcftruftivcf 
principle-, when the heavens gather their 
clouds and roll their thunders ^bove^ and 
the earth begins to q.aake and open be«* * 
jneath us;, when the air, that feemed. fo 
late to be the breath and balm, of life^ 
grows pregnant with a variety of pefts, 
plagues and poifons ; when. life itfelf is, 
found to be no other than the ftorehoufe 
or habiXatlon of death, and that all veger 
table and animal fyftcms include, within 
their frame, the principles of. inevitable 
diftemper and diffolution : when, additi^ 
•aal to ^11 thefe natural mifchiefsj I con^ ~ 

^ fides 
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ifider the extent and empire of moral evil 
upon earth; when I behold, the wretched 
periihable ihort-lived animal, called man^ 
for the value o£ fbxne matter of property 
as tranfient as himfelf, induftrious and 
ftudious of t)ie deilrudion of his fpecies; 
.when, not content with the evils that na- 
ture has entailed upon him, man exerts 
-all his talents for multiplying and fpeed- 
ing the meaf^s of perdition to man; when 
1 fee half the world employed in puflv- 
ing the other half from; the verge of ex- 
iftqnce, and then dropping after in an 
endlefs fucceffion of malevolence and mi- 
fcry ; I cannot poffibly reconcile fuch con- 
trails and contradiftions to the agency, or 
eyeri permiffion,. of the one over-ruling 
principle of goodnefs called God. 
- Could not Omnifcience forfee fuch 
coofequences at creation ? Unquediona-^ 
bly, faid Mr Meekly. 

Might he. not have ordered matters fo, 
aj to have prevented the poffibility of any 
degree of natijralor moral evil in his uni- 
verfe?.--'-! think h« might, my lord.^^- 
.Why did he not then prevent them ? to 
-what end could be permit fuch multiplied 
malevolence and mifery among his crea- 
tures ? — For ends, certainly, my lord, in- 
finitely worthy both of his wifdom and 
kis. goodnel&r-l am defirous it ihouid be 

fo 



£ 



116 The FOOL « QUaLITT. 

• 

fo; but cannot conedve, cannot fe^h 
the way or means of eompaffing fuch atir 
intention. 

Can you not ftippofe, faid Mr Meekly^ 
that evil may be admitted tor accompliib- 
ing the greater and more abundant good f 
l^ay Hot parlial and tempoi^any malevo- 
lence and mifery be finally piodndiv^ of 
univerfal^ durable, and unchangeable 
beatitude ? May not the univerie, even 
now, be in the pang^ of travail, of la^ 
bour for fuch a \mi^y &eh a ble£^d coa*< 
fammation? ^\ 

' It were, rejoined ^e carJ,= as our Shake* 
•^ear fays, it were in|eed ^ cpnlumnnatioa' 
devoutly tobewifliedl But, might not 
Omnipotence have bjrought about a coH^ 
fummation equally good, without any ti^ 
teivention of prececSlng evil?- Had that 
been poffible, my lord, it would unf- 
queftionably have b^en eflfeftcd. But if 
certain relations ar^ between God and 
his creatures, and, between man and mai>9< 
which could net ^riie lave 9n the previous^ 
ftippofition of e\ili^ -Without whieh^ in- 
deed, neither the attributes of God hina*» 
felf , nor the infufficiency, dependence, oip 
obligation of the cieature coulu have b&efk' 
duly difcoverable throughout eternity ;; 
then temj^craj y evilbecomes iadiipenfiblyr 

mecefliirjr 
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ficccffary to the confquence and confum- 
mation of the great eft good. 

Your notion, exclaimed the earl, is 
great, amazingrtrnly glorious ; and every 
way worthy of a G©d who, in fuch a cafe, 
would be infinitely worthy of all worfhip 1 
Is this the reafon, JVJr Meekly, that what 
we all fo carneftly feek for, is no where 
to be found ; that no portion or tafte of 
happinefs is to be had upon earth P 

I do not fay fo, my lord; I. think that 
a man, even on earth, may be oecafiona^- 
ly, nay durably, and exceedingly happy* 

What, happy? durably, exceedingly 
happy, repeated the e^l. I was told tnat 
the experience of ages, that philofophy 
and even divinity had agreed with Solo* 
mon in this, that all upon earth was V2^ 
aity and vexation of fpirit. If any may 
enjoy happineis on this fide of the great 
confummation that you fpeak of, f am 
perfuaded, Mr Meekly, that you yourfelf 
are the msUi. Your lips, indeed^ fay no- 
thing of the patter ; but neither your 
eyes, nor your afpeA can reftrain the ex- 
prefiion of fome extraordinary peace that 
abides within. O^ fay then, my dear, 
xny eftimable friend, whence^ how, by 
what means, niay a man arrive at happi* 
iiefs ?-.--By getting out of himfelf, my 
k)rd ^ 
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Out of himfelf, Mr Meekly ? you s^flh 
sifli me greatly. A contradt^ion in termc^ 
unnatural, impoffible !— >God, bimfelf» ; 

sny lord) cannot make a man happy iu 
any other way, either here, or hereafter* 
It is, iaid the earl, an eiliLblifhed max* 
im among all thinking men, whether di^ 
vines or philofophers, that Self-love is 
the motive to all human a£tions. Virtue 
forbid, exclaimed Mr-Meekly. Alt ac- 
tions are juftly held good or evil, bafe 
or honourable, deteftable or amiable, 
merely according to their motives : but, 
if the motive is the fame to all, there is 
.«n end, at once, to th^ pofBbility of vir- 
tue; the cruel and the kind, thefaithfti) 
and the perfidious, the proflitiite and the 
patriot, are confounded together. 
. Do not all men, returned the earl, a& 
agreeable to their own propenfities and 
inclinations f do they not ad fo or fo, 
merely becaule it pleafcs them fo to aft? 
and is not this pieafure the fame motive 
in all ?- ' By ro n cans, my lord, it never 
.wajj iior can be the motive in any. We 
jcauii go a queftion deeper, to difcover the 
fectet principle or fpring of adion. One . 
n^an is pied fed to do good, another is 
pieafcd to do evil; now, whence is it that 
each ts pitaied with purposes in their na« 
lure lb oppoiite and irreconcileable ? . Be- 
; . caufe^ 
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iSirafe, toy lord, the propenfities or mo- 
tives to adion, in each, are as oppofite 
and iireconcileable as the aftipns them* 
ftlvtE : the one is prompted and therefore 
pieafed with his purpofe of doing evil to' 
others, through fome bafe profpcft of in- 
tereft redounding to himfelf ; - the other 
is prompted and fpurred, and therefore 
pieafed with his purpofe of endangering 
his perfon, (h* fuffering in his fortune, 
through the benevolent profped of the 
good that ftiall thereby redound to others. 

Pleafure is, itfelf, an effed, and cannot 
be the caufe, or principle, or motive to 
any thing; it is an agreeable fenfation 
that arifes, in any animal, on its meetirij 
or contemplating an objeft that is fuite( 
to its nature. As far as the nature of fuch 
an animal is evil, evil objeds can alone 
a£Fed it with pleafure ; as far as the na* 
tbre of fuch an animal is good, the ob- 
jc<^s muft be good whereby its pleafures 
3kre excited. 

When Damon was fentenccd, by Dio* 
nyfius of Syracufe, to die on fuch a day ; 
he prayed permiffion, in the interim, to 
retire to his own country, to fct the af- 
fairs of his dtfconfolate family in ordcr^ 
This the tyrant intended moft perempto- 
rily to refufe, by jgranting it, as he con. 
ceivedi on the impoffiblc condition of his 

procuring 
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procuring fome one to remain^ as hofiage 
for his return, under equal forfeiture of 
life. Pythias heard the condition, and: 
did not wait for an applicatiqnon the p?rt: 
of Danion ; he inftantly offered himfelf to 
durance in the place of his friend^ and 
Damon was accordingly fet at liberty. 
, . The king and all his courtiers were afto«^ 
niihed at this adion, as they could not 
account for it on any allowed principles* 
Self-intereft, in their judgment, was the. 
fole mover of human affairs^ and they 
looked on virtue, friendship, benevolence,' 
love of country^ and the like, as terms 
invented by the wife to impofe upon the 
weak. They, therefore, imputed this aft 
of Pythias to the extravagance of his. « 
folly; to thedefedt of head, merely, and 
no way to any virtue or good quality of. 
heart. 

When the day of the deilined execution 
drew Bear, the tyrant had the curioiity 
to viiit Pythias in his dungeon. Having/ 
reproached him for the romantic ftupidi- 
ty of his condud):, and rallied him, fome 
time, on his madnefs in prefuming that 
Damon, by his^ return, would prove as 
great a fool as himfelf.; My lord, faid.Py- 
tbia.s, with a firm voice and noble afpeft, 
r would it were poilible that I might fuf- 
£&: a thoufand deaths, rather than my. ' 

fnend" 
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friend fiiould fail in any article t>f his ho«- 
iioun He cannot fail thjerein, my lord. 
1 am as confident of his virtue, as I am of; 
my own exiftence. But, I pray, I befeech; 
the gods, to prefer ve the life and integrity, 
of my Damon together. Oppofe him, ye 
winds ! prevent the eagernefs and impa* 
tience of his honourable endeavours ! and 
£aSer him not tO' arrive till,:by my death, 
I have redeemed a life, a tboufand times, 
of more confequence, more eftimacion,' 
than my own, more eftimable to his lovely 
wife^ to his precious little innocents, to his 
friends, to his country 1 O, leave me not: 
to die the worft of deaths in my Damon I 

Diony fius wasconfounded and awed by: 
the dignity of thefe fenttments, and by the 
manner (ftill more fentimental) in which 
Ihey were uttered ; he felt his heart ftruck 
by a flight fenfeof invading truth, but it 
ferved rather to perplex than toundecdve 
him, He hefitated, he would have fpokeni 
but he looked down, and retired in £llence> 
! The fatal day arrived. Pythias wSis 
brought forth, and walked, amidft the 
guard, with a ierious but fatisfied air, to 
the place of execution* 
. Dionyfius was already there» He wa^ 
^cxaltedonamovingthronethatwasdrawtt 
by iix i white hories, aad fat pen five and 
Attentive to thedemeanour Qf the piifoner% 
: you h i Vj^ikdit 
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• Fytkias came. He vaulted lightly on thtf 
icaffold ; and beholding for Tome time thf^ 
apparatus of his death, he turned with a 
pleafed countenance and addrefied the 
a£embl)r. \ ' 

My ptayers are heard, he crieij, the 
sods are propitious ! You know, my 
mends, that the winds have beent:ontrary 
till yefterday ; Damon could not come> 
he could not conquer impoffibilities : he. 
will be here to-morrow, and the blood 
which is ihed to-day ihall have ranfomed 
the life of my friend. O^ could I erafe 
from' your bofoms every doubt, every 
ntican fufpicion of the honour of the man 
for whom I am about to fuffer ; I fhould 
go to my death even as 1 would to my 
bridal ! Be it fufficient, in the mean time, 
that my friend will be found noble, that 
his truth is unimpeachable, that he wilt 
fpeedily approve it, that he is now on his 
viray, hurrying on, accufiag himfelf, the 
adverfe elements, and the gods. But I 
halle to prevent his fpeed ; executioner ! 
to your office. 

As he pronounced the Jaft words, a 
buzz began to arife among the remoteft 
of the people. A diftant voice was heard. 
The croud caught the words ; and, Stop^ 
ftop the execution ! was repeated by the 
whole aflembly. 

A man 
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* A maH came at full fpeed. The throng 
gave way to his approach. He wasmount- 
ed on a fteed of foam« In an inftant he 
was off his horfe, on the fcaffold) and held 
Pythias ftraitly embraced. 
" You arc fafe, he cried, you arc fafe> my 
friend, my beloved ; the gods be praifcd, 
you are fafe! I now have nothing but 
jdeath to fuffer ; and 1 am delivered from 
the anguilh of thofe reproaches which I 
gave myfelf, for having endangered a life 
lb much dearer than my own. 

Pale» cold, and half fpeechlefs in the 
arms of his Damon* Pythias replied, ia 
broken accents,— Fatal hafte !— cruel im- 
patience !*—^what envious powers have 
^ wrought impoffibiUties in your favour ? 
.—Bui:, I will not be wholly difappointisd 
*-fince I cannot die to fave, 1 will not 
furvivc you I 

Dionyiius^ heard, beheld* andconfidere<i 
all with afionilhment. His heart was 
touched ; his eyes were opened ; and he 
could no longer refufe his aflent to truths 
£0 inconteflibjy approved by their fads. 

He defcended from his throne. He 
afcended the feaffold. Live, live, ye in- 
comparable pair ! he exclaimed. Ye have 
borne unqueftionable teftimony to the ex* 
iilence of virtue, and that virtue equally 
evinces the certainty of the e%i&eoce of 

L e a God 
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, a God to reward it. Live happy, livA re* 
liowncd ! and, O, fonn me by your pro^- 
eepts, as ye have invited me by your exr 
ample, to be worthy of the participation 
of Co facred a fricndlhip ! 
^ Yen bring your arguments quite home, 
Mr Meekly, faid the earl ; the underftand- 
ing cannot reject what the heart fafenfibly 
fcels. My foul deeply acknowledges thi 
cxi^lence of virtue, wdth its eflential and 
inherent difference from vice ; and tbj^ 
difference 1 acknowledge, muft as nccef* 
farily be founded in the difference of the 
.principles from whence they proceed: but, 
what thofe principles arc 1 know not ; an4 
I am equally a ftranger to what you inten^ 
by a mau*s getting out of himfclf in order 
4o happineife.. What am 1 to underftand 
;by the teimsELF, Mr Meekly ? * 

Every particle of matter, my lord, has t 
4ELF, or diftinft identity, inafmuch as it ' 
•cannot be any other particle of matten 
/Now, wJiile it continues m this its ftate of 
SELFISHNESS or abfolutc diitinAion, it is 
iiueily ufelef^ and infignificant, and is to 
the univerfe as though it u ere not. It has 
'however a principle of attradion (analog 
^ous or aniwerable.to defire in the mind) 
whereby it endeavours to derive to itielf 
the powers and advantages of all othier 
portions Qfnaatter. But whea the divins ^ 

- * IN* 
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INTELLIGENCE |iath harmoiiized certaiii 
quantities of fuch diftin^t particles inta 
certain animal or vegetable fyflems, this 
principle of attradion in each is overcomes 
for each becomes attra6led and drawn as 
it were from sslf ; each yields up its 
powers to the benefit of the whole; and 
then, and then only^ becomes capable and 
produdlive of fliape, colouring, beauty^ 
flowers^ fragrance and fruits^ 

Be pleafed now to obfcrve, my lord^ 
that this operation in matter is no other 
than a manifeftation of the like procefs in^ 
mind : and that no foul was ever capable 
of any degree ot virtue or happinefs fave 
£0 far as it is drawu away, in its aSe<5li®iiS|; 
i^om SELF ;, fave fo far as it is engaged ia 
wiffiing, contriving, endeavouring, pro- 
moting, and rejoicing in tlie welfare andi 
£a|)pinefs of others.- 

It is, therefore, that the kingdom o€ 
heaven i& moft aptly,and moil beautifully^ 
compared to a. tree bearing fruit and dif- 
fu&ns: odours, whole root is the p rin cipl & « 
at infinite benevolence,,and whofe branch-- 
cs are the blefled members, receiving con*- 
iummate beatitude from the act of: com«- 
Biunication, 

. I think, indeed, hid the earl, that Tcan^ 
fiwmlomeioTt of a notion ot fuch a focietjf 

1. J im 
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&) heaven. But it would pofe you, Mr 
R^Jcekly, to exemplify youi pofition fvotvL 
any body of men that ever were upott 
earth. 

Pray pardon me, my lord ; the dftafei 
©f Sparta and Rome derived their luftre: 
and power, their whole pre-eminence anci 
praife, from this principle of eomraiini* 
cation, which, in them, was called love of 
country.. But this beautifying principle 
was fiill more eminently inftanced in the: 
fociety of the church of Jerufalem, wha 
tad all things in common ; who imparted? 
(heir p( ficflions to all men, as every mam 
hd6 netd y and thence, did eat their com--' 
jBnon tread with gladnefs and finglenefs^ 
«f heart, praifing God, and having la-^ 
vcni with all pc(»ple. 

Y< u lay, may lord, that thou can form a? 
jjctici) or tome fuch excellence in heaven p 
but I can form no notion of any excel-; 
ence n ore admirable, in heaven itielf,^ 
tlan wtien a man, in his prcfent flate of' 
fratl and depraved rature, overbears his: 
pcrlonal fears of pain and mortality, and^ 
yitids ip his body to aflurcd perdition,' 
fiji public gocdi or tor the fake of tholes 
whom ii delighteth him to preferve.. ' 

1 Ihali pals over the inftancesof the Ro- 
man Rcgulus and the Deciiv as alfo thatofr 
lieimidas. and hisuthrce^hundf cd Spartans^^ 
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wlio devDted their lives for the liberties- of 
Greece ; was that candidate fefs a hero^ 
who, being rejcfted from being one of 
thefe felf devoted, exclaimed, The god§ 
%e praifed that there are three hundred, 
in Sparta, better men than myfelf ! But 
I come nearer our own times and our ow» 
nation, to exenfplify this difregard of 
SELF, the vital Iburce and principle of c* 
very virtue, in mechanics or craftficnem 
of the city of Calais.^ 
^ Edward the Third, after the battle oH 
Crefly, laid liege to Calais Htf had forti- 
fied his camp in fo impregnable a manner^ 
that all tlie efforts of France proved inef-' 
fedual to raife the fiege,or throw fticcourfl*^ 
into the city. The citizens however, un* 
dei the condud of count Vienne thei^ gal* 
lant governor, made an admirable de*^ 
jFence. Day after day the Englifli effeftedi . 
siany a breach, which they repeatedly ex*-* 
pefted to ftorm by morning; but, when 
morning appeared, they wondered to be-' 
hold new ramparts raifed^ nightly ereded,.* 
out of the ruins which the day had made.*' 
. France hatl m/wput the fickle into hcr. 
fecond harvelt, lince Edward with liis vie*^' 
torious army fat down before the town, ^ 
The eyes oif all Europe were intent on the- 
ifiue. The Engliih niade their appi oaches- 

and auacka withcut remifliox); b«c the; 
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citizens were as obftioate in repelling all 
their efforts* 

At lengthy famine did more for Ed- 
ward than arms. After the citizens had 
devoured the lean carcafTes of their ftarved 
cattle» they tore up old foundations and 
rubbiih in iearch of vermin. They fed 
on boiled leather, and the weeds of ex^ 
baufied gardens ;. and a morfel of dama^ 
ged corn was accounted matter of luxury«r 

In this extremity they refolved to at- 
tempt the enemy's camp. They boldly 
fallied forth ; the Englifh joined battle ^ 
and, after a long a^d defperate engage* 
Oient, count Vienne was taken prifonerf 
and the citizens, who furvived the llaug|x« 
ter, retired within their gates. 

Qn the captivity of the governor, the. 
command devolved upon Eufiace Saint 
Fietre,^ the mayor of the town, a man o£ 
m^p birth but of exalted virtue. 

Eufiace now found himself under the- 
neceflity of capitulating, and oiFered tQ^ 
deliver, to Edward, the city, with all the; 
poiTelCons and weallh of the inhabitants,^ 
provided h^ permitted thenx to depart 
with life and liberty •^ 

As Edward had iQng fince expeded to^ 
afcendthe throne of France, he wa& exaf-- 
perated, to the lafi degree, againft thefe 
people^ whofe fole valour had defeated his* 

wacxiicll^ 
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ti^arxtiieft hopes ; he therefore determined 
tatake an exemplary revenge, though he 
wiflied to aroid the imputation of cruelty. 
He anfwercd, by Sir Walter Mauny, that 
they all deferyed capital pun\fliment, as 
obfiinate traitors to him, their true and 
natural fovereign : that, however, in hU 
vronted clemency, he confcnted to pardon 
ihe bulk of the plebeians, provided they 
would deliver up to him fix of their 
principal citizens^ with halters about their 
Decks, as viftims of due atonement for 
that fpirit of rebellion with which they 
bad inflamed the vulgar herd. 

All theremains of this defolate city were 
convened in the great fquare, and, like 
fiien arraigned at a tribunal from whence 
there was no appeal, expe^ed with beating 
hearts the fentence of the conqueror. 

When Sir Walter had declared his raef^ 
fage, conflernation and pale diimay was 
imprefled on every face. Each looked 
upon death as his own inevitable lot ; for^ 
how fbould thej^deiire to be faved at the 
price propofed ? whom had they to deliver, 
lave parents, brotiiers, kindred, or valiant 
neighbours whohad fo often expofed tiieir 
lives in their defence? To a long and dead 
filence, deep lighs and groans fucceeded ; 
till Kullace St Pierre, abetting up to a iittleS 
eminence, thufr addrefled the aiicuroiy : 
. • !! My 
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^* My friends, we arc brought to gpreat 
<* ftraits this day. We niBli either fub*- 
^ mit to the terms of our cruel and en* 
«« fnafring conqueror j or yield up oyr tea- 
^< derinfanti,ourwives,andchaftedaugli» 
^ ters, to the Uoody and brutal lufls of 
^ the violating foldi^ry. 

•* We well know what the tyrant in^ 
'* tends, by his fpecjoUs offers of mercy* 
^ It will not fatiate his vengeance to make 
^ us merely miferable, he would alfo 
^ make us criminal, he would make us 
^ contemptibly ^ he will grant us life oa 
^ no condition,, fave that of our being 
•* unworthy of it, 

^ Look about you, my friends, and 
^ fix your eyes on the perfons, whcmi you 
•* wila to deliver up as the viddms of your 
♦* own fafety> Which of thefe would 
ye aj^iut to the rack, the ax, or 
the halter? Is there any here, who 
has not watched for you, who has not 
fought for you, who has not bled for 
^ you ? who, through the lex^th of th1$ 
*^ inveterate fiege, has not fuffered fa«> 
^ tigues and miferies, a thoufand times 
*' worfe than death, that you. and y oure 
^ might fnrvive to days of peace and 
*' profperity ? Is it ycMir prefcrvers, then^ 
** whom you would deftine to deikiic* 
^ tiou I you ifvill not you cannot do itu 

?! Juftice, 
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* Juftice, honour, humanity, make fuch 
•* a treafon impoilible. 

• " Where then is our refource ? Is there 
^ any expedient left, whereby we may 
^ avoid guilt and infamy on the one hand, 
^ or fthe defolation and horrours of a 
•♦ facked city on the other ? There is,' my 
^ friends, there ^is one expedient left; a 
V gracious, an excellent, a God-like exr 
*^ pedientl Is there any here to whom vir- 
f^ tue is dearer than life ? let him offer 
•« him&lf an oblation for the fafety of 
^ his people i he ihall not fail of a blefled 
•* approbation from that Pow^r, who of- 
^ fercd up his only Son for the falvation 
«♦ of mankind." 

He fpoke—but an univerfal filence en- 
ftied. Each man looked around for the ex- 
antiple of that virtue and magnanimity in 

othersjwhichallwifliedtoapproveinthem- 
felves, though they wanted the refolution. 
' At length Saint Pierre refumed — «* It 
" had been bafe in me, my fellow citizens, 
•* to propofe any matter of damage to 
•* others, which I myfclf had not been 
** willing to undergo in my own perfon. 
« But I held it ungenerous to deprive any 
^ man of that preference and eftimation, 
«( which might attend a firft offer on fo 
^ fignal an occafion. For I doubt not 
^ but there sure many here as ready, nay 

<« mort 
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M. more zealous of this martyrdom thsStt t 
** can be, however modefty aod the fear 
«.« erf imputed ofientation may with hold 
^< them from beifig foremoft in exhibiting 
** their merits. , 

«« indeed) the flation^ to which the cap-i^ 
<« tivity of lord Vienne has unhappily 
•* raifed me, imparts a right to be the firft 
V in giving my life for your fakes. I 
*/ give it freely, I give it cheerfully — wha 
*'* comes next ? 

Your Son 1 exclaimed a youth, not yet 
come to maturity.—^* Ah^ my child! cried 
«« Saint Pierre, I am, then, twice facm 
w ficed. — But, no--I have rather begot*' 
*< ten thee a fecond tin[ie.-*-Thy years are 
*f few but full, my fon j the vidim of 
« virtue has reached the utmofl: purpofd 
f« and goal of mortality^ Who next, my 
« friends ? — This is the hour of heroes !**-* 
Your kinfman, cried John de Aire ! youjft 
kinfman, cried James Wiflant ! Your kinf- 
man, cried Peter Wiflant !-»-Ah, exclaim*-- 
ed Sir Walter Mauny, buriling into tcara,- 
why was not I a citizen of Calais i 

The fixth vidim was ftill wanting, but 
was quickly fupplied, by lot, from num- 
bers who were now emulous of fo enno^ 
bling an example. 

- The key s of the city were then delivered* 
io Sir Walter* He took the &x, priibners' 

into 
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into his cufiody. He ordered the gates 
to be opened, and gave charge to his at- 
tendants to condud th^ remaining- citi- 
zensy with their families, through th« 
camp of the Englifh. 

Before they departed, however, they 
defired permiffion to take their laft adieu ' 
of their deliverers. — What a parting, what 
a fcene! They crowded with theit wives 
and children about Saint Pierre and his 
fellow prifoners; they embraced, they 
clung around, they fell proftrate before 
then) ; they groaned, they wept aloud ; 
and the joint clamour of their mourning 
pafied the gates of the city, and was hekrd 
throughout the camp. 
' The Engliih, by this time, were ap« 
prized of what palled within Calais. They 
heard the voice of lamentation, and their 
fouls were touched with compaflion : each 
of the ioldiers prepared a portion of his 
own viftuals to welcome and entertain the 
half famifhed inhabitants ; and they load* 
cd them with as much as their prefent 
weaknefs was able to bear,'- in order to ' 
fupply them with fuftenance by the M^ay* 

At length, Saint Pierre' and his fellow 
viftims appeared under the conduft ot Sir^ 
Walter and a guard. Ail the tents of 
the Engliih were mftintly emptied. The 
foldiers poured from all parts and airang- 

Vol.. I. M ed 
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fed thcmfclves on each fide, to behold, td" 
contemplate, to admire this little band of 
patriots, as they piffled. They bowed 
down to them on all fides ; thty mur- . 
mured their applaufe of that virtue which 
they could not but revere, even in ene- 
mies J and they regarded thofe ropes, 
which they had voluntarily affumed a- 
bout their necks, as enfigns of greater 
dignity than that of_ the Britifli garter. 

As foon as they had reached the pre- 
fence, Maunylfays the monarch, are thefc 
the principal inhabitants of Calais ? They 
are, fays Mauny ; they are not only the 
principal men of Calais, they are the prin- 
cipal men of France, my lord, if virtue 
has any fliare iii the aft of ennobling. 
'Were they delivered peaceably ? fays Ed* 
ward; was there no refiftance, no conimo- 
tion among the people ? Not in the leaft, 
my lord; the people would all have perifh- 
cd, rather than have delivered the leall of 
thefe to your majefty. They are felf-de-* 
livered, felf-devoted, and come to offer up 
their ineftimable heads as an ample equip 
valdnt for the raiifojn of thnufands. 

Edward was fecretly piqued at this re- 
ply of Sir Walter; but, he knew the privi- 
lege of a Britifh fiibjeft, and fuppi tffed 
his refentment. " Experience, fays he, hath 
ever ihjewD^ thatlpmty only ierves to invite 

.^ people 
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people to new crimes. Severity, at times, 
is indifpenfibly neceffary, to deter fubjeft* 
into fubmrffion by punifliment and ex* 
ample. Go, lie cried to an officer, lead 
thefe men to execution ! Your rebellion, 
continued he, addreffing himfelf to Saint 
Pieire, your rebellion' agarnft me, the 
aatural heir of the crown, is highly ag- 
gravated by yourprefent prefumption and 
afF bntof my power.— We have. nothing: 
to alk of your majefty, faid Euftace, fave 
what you cannot refufe us.— What is 
that ?--Your eiteem, ,my jordj faid Euf* 
tace, and went out with his companions^ 

Ac this inflant a found ortriumph was 
Heard throughout the camp. The queeii 
had juft arrived, with^ a powerful rein- 
forcement of thofe gallant foldiers, at the 
head of whom flie had conquered Scot- 
land, and taken the king captive.' 

Sir Walter Mauny flew to receive her 
majefty, and briefly informed her of the 
particulars refpefting the fix victims. 
. As foon as ihe had been welcomed by 
Edward and his court, flie deiired a pri* 
vate audience. My lord, faid fhe, the 
queftion I am to enter upon, is not touch^ 
iiig the Uvea of a fe\^ mechanics : it re- 
fpects a matter, more eftimableL than the 
lives of all the natives of France ; it re- 
fjge&s the honour of the EngUfli nation^ 

M- 2 i^ 
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'it refpcft^ the glory of my Edward, my 
iiuiband, my king. 

Ycu think you have fentenced fix of 
your enemies to death. No, my lord, they 
iiave fentenced themfelves ; and their ex<» 
ecution would be the execution of their 
own orders, not the orders^ of Edward. 

They have behaved themfelves worthi* 
ly, they have behaved themfelves greatly } 
1 cannot but refpeft, while 1 envy, while 
I hate them, for leaving us no fliare 

^ in the honour of thiB a£Hon, fave that 
of granting a poor, ati indifpen&ble par* 
don. i 

I admit they have dcferved every thin^ 
that is evil at your hands. They have 
proved themofl inveterate and efficacious 
©f your enemies. They alone have with-t 
ilood the rapid courfe of youc conqixefts^ 

. and have with-beld from you the crown ta 
which you were born* Is it therefore that 
you would reward them ? that you would 
gratify their dcfires, that you would in- 
dulge their ambition, and en wreath them^ .^ 
with everlalling glory aiid applaufe ? 

But, if fucli a death would exalt me« 
chanics over the fame of the moft illuf« 
trious heroes, how would the name o( my^ 
Edward, with all his triumphs and ho«* 
nours, be tarnifhed thereby! Would it 
not be faid,, th^ magnanimity and virtue 

;. - i axe 
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»if grown odious in the eyes of the mo- * 
narch of Britain? and that the objefts,. 
whom he deftines to the punifliment of 
felons, are the very men who deferve the 
praife and eftcem of mankind. The ftage 
en which they would fuffer, would be to 
them a ftage of honour; but a ftage of 
fliame to Edward, a reproach to his con-* 
quefts, a dark and indelible difgrace to» 
his name I 

No, ray lord ; let us rather difdppoint" 
the faucy ambition of thefe burghers, who 
wifh.to inveft themfelves with glory at 
our expence. We cannot, indeed, wholly 
deprive them of th'e merit of a facriiice fo » 
nobly intended; but we may cut them 
ihort of their defires : in the place of that 
death by which their glory would be con- 
fummate, let us bury them und'cr gifts, . 
Itt us put them to (hame with praifes ; we - 
fliall thereby defeat them of that popular ^ 
opinion, which never fails to'attend thofe - 
who fuffer in the caufe of virtue. ^ 

lam convinced ; you have prevailed J ; 
be it fo, cried Edward— prevent the ex-- 
ecution ; have them inftantly, before us ! 

They came-; when the queen, with aa^ 
afpeft and accents diftuliag ; fweetnefs, * 
thus befpoke tncm.- 

Natives of France j and inhabitants of* 
Calais ! yp have put xis to vaft expence of 
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blood and trcafure, in the recovery of our 
jiift and natural inheritance; but you aftedf 
up to the beft of an erroneous judgment; 
and we. admire and honour in you thatr 
valour and virtue, by which we are {(r 
long kept out of our rightful poffefEons*^ 

Ton noble burghers, you excellent ci- 
tizens ! though you were tenfold the ene- 
xnies of our perfcrn and our throne, wte^ 
can feel nothing on our part, faverefpeft 
and affeftion/for you, ISou have been* 
fufficiently tefted. We loofe yourchains, 
we fnatch you from the fcaffold; and wc 
thank you tor tliat lefl()n of humiliation 
which you teach us, when you fhew us 
that excellence is not of blood, of title, or 
fiation ; that virtue gives^ a dignity fupc* 
rior to that of kings ; and that thofe^. 
whom the Almighty informs with fepti- 
ments lik^s yours, are juftly and'eminent''- 
Xy raifed above all human diftini^ions. 

You are now free to depart to your 
kinsfolk, your countrymen, to all thofc 
whofe lives and liberties you have fo no- 
bly redeemed, provided you refufe not tO 
oairy with you the due tokens of our e- 
fieem. 

Yet, we would rather bind you, to 
Oiurfelves,.by every endearing obligation;^ 
2»d for this purpofe, we offer to you your 
iHokiCofi i}^c gifts and honours that Ed- 
ward^ 
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ward has to beftow. Rivals for fame, 
but always friends to virtue, we wi{h that 
England were entitled to caill you her fonsur 

Ah my country ! esrclaimed Saint Pierre, 
it is HOW that 1 tremble for you*^ Edward 
could only win yeur cities, but Philippa^ 
conquers hearts. t 

Brave Saint Pierre, faidt he queen, where- . 
fore look ye fo dejedcd ?* — Ah madam ! 
replied Saint Pierre, when I meet with 
&Lch another opportunity of dying, I Ihall 
not regret that I furvived this day. 

Here a long paufe cnfucd.- At length 
tiie earl recollecled himfclf. Mr Meekly, 
feid he, you have now proved to me your 
pofition more cficAually, more convin- 
cingly, than all the powers of ratiocina* 
tion could pplfibly do. While you rela- 
ted the ftory of thefe divine citizens, I 
was imperceptibly ftolen away, and won 
entirely fromfelf. I entered into all their 
interefls, their paffions, and afFedions; 
arud was wrapt, as it were, into a new 
woild of delightful feniibilitiesii Is this 
what you call virtue, what you call hap** 
pincls ? 

A good deal of it, my lord. There are 
in nature but two kinds of felf ; in other 
words: there are but two forts of will in 
the univerfe ; the will of infinite wifdoni^. 
of infinite benevolencey.gQing forth ini 

beautjN 
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beauty and beatitude on all creatures^: 
and the will of the creature, defiring, at» 
trading, envying, converting, and rend- 
ing all things from all, to its-own interef); 
and advantage. In the firft will fubfifts all 
poflible good; from the fecond arifes all 
poflible evil : and did not the firft will, la 
fome meafure, inform and meliorate tlie 
fecond, the will of every creature would 
be an lihmael, his hand would be againft 
every one, and- every one's hand againfl: 
him ;. and there would be nothing but 
flrife and diflradion, hatred, horror, and 
mifery, throughout the creation. 

Hence it follows, that, as there is bu^ 
one will from eternity, infinitely wife to 
difcern what is beft throughout the unir- 
verfe, infinitely good to defire the accon^i* 
plifliment of what is beft, and infinitely 
powerful to put what is beft in executionr; ; 
©very will that is not informed by this 
ONE WILL, muft of neceffity aft in igno- 
rance, in blittdnefs, and error. I will fur- 
ther affirm, that every aft of every will^ > 
that is not informed by the one will of 
GOODNESS, muft, of equal neceflity, be - 
the aft of malevolence. 

. 1 do not fee the neceffity of that, repli- - 
ed the earl. I well perceive that God can 
give to intelligent beings an exiftence or 
identity diftinft from himifslf, for I fee 

that£ 
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that he has done it. What (hould thiere* 
fore prevent him from giving qualities ai 
difiind from himfelf as the eflence ? why 
might he not impart, to any limited de-^ 
gree, capacity, difcernment, power, wif- 
dom and goodnefs ? Might not fuch a 
being inilantly perceive, to a vaft extent^ 
the relations of things, with their feveral 
fitnefles and diikgreem^nts ? would he not 
confequently be enamoured of what wag 
right and beautiful? would he not act 
agreeable to fuch a juft approbation? and 
would not fuch ads be fitly accounted 
the ads of virtue ? 

At this inftant a meflenger arrived on 
the fpur. He brought word toMr Meekly, 
that bis friend MrHufbands was taken 
fuddenly ill, and earneftiyrequefied to fee 
him diredly ^ whereupon Mr Meekly^ 
who preferred any matter of charity to 
%U other confiderationis^ immediately got 
vp, nude a filent bow, and vaniihed. 

To return to our hero« A s^ foon as he 
was new-rigged, he preflfed for another 
Tifit to bisT patron,, who received him^witk 
accuflomed tendernefs, but greatly won^- 
dered at his peafkntdrefs* Nurfe thea 
recited to him the whole adventure of the 
frittered robings ; whereat the old gentle- 
man ki a manner devoured him with the 
cag^roefs of his carefies^ 

When 
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- When Nurfe and Harry were departed, 
he called to him his old domellic. James, 
faid he, with a tear yet ftanding in hia 
eye, I can no longer live without the com- 
pany of this dear child ; haften, therefore, 
the orders I have already given you, and 
kt all things be in readinefs ior the firH- 
opportunity. The domeltic, who had- 
caught the filcnt habit of his matter, with 
a bow, affented, ^nd retired. 

Autumn was now advanced, ancf lord 
Dicky, with his brother, a number of 
little affociates, and an attending footman, 
got leave to go to the copfe a nutting; 
As the chiWren wereperfediy acquainted 
with the way, thefervatitdefired to ftay 
behind a while, in order to provide hooks 
for pulhng down the branches. This wasr 
granted, and forth th^y all iflued in high 
chat and (pirits. 

The copfe lay at fome diftance, on one 
fide of the parki)ehind themaniion-houfe ; 
but, when they had nearly approached 
the place of their deftination,Harry miiied 
a garter, antl promifing fpeedily to rejoin 
his companions,, went back to feek it. 

In the mean time his affociates/ on en- 
tering the wood, 'met with another little 
poffe of the vi41age-fry, who were on their 
return, one of whom carried a bag of nut8 
that ieemed bulkier than the bearer. &o, 

gentlemen^^ 
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gentlement faVs lord Dicky, where arc 
you going ? Wfey, home—- where ihould 
we go ? fays a little boor, fuUenly . . And, 
pray, what have you bcetx doing, fays the 
lord ? Guefs, fays the boor* Is it nuts 
that you have got in that bag, demanded 
the lord? Afk, to-morrow; anfwered 
the boor. Sirrah, fays Dicky, a little 
provoked, how dare you to coine and 
pull nuts here, without our leave ? Why, 
as^ for that, Mr Dicky, replied the other, 
I know you well enough, and I wouldn't 
alk you leave, an* you were twenty 
lords, not I. Sirrah, iays Dicky, I have 
a great mind to take your nuts from you, 
and to give you as good a beating into 
the bargain, as ever you got in your life. 
As for that, Mr Dicky, coolly anfwered 
the villager, you muft do both or ileither. 
Here I lay down my nuts between us ; 
and how come any two of your water- 
gruel regiment, one down toother come 
on ; and if I don't give ye your bellys- 
full, why, then take my nuts and wel- 
come, to make up the want. 

This gallant invitaiion was accepted on 
the fpbt. Lord Richard choie his com« 
panion in arms, and both appeared qui.e 
flufh and confident ot viclory : to, 
though neither of them had been verfed \a 
the gymnaiUc e^erciies, they did not wa t 

courag . 
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courage ; and they knew that the challen« 
ger was their inferior in ftrength and in 
years. 

But, unhappily for thefe two cham- 
pions of quality, Tommy Truck, their ad« 
verfary, had, like Harry, been a bruifer 
from two years old and upward, and was 
held in veneration, as their leader and 
their chief, by many who were his fupc- 
riors in age and ftature. - 

Lord Richard began the aflault, but 
i^as down in a twinkling. To him his 
friend fucceeded, but with no better for- 
tune* A fwing or trip of Tommy's fent 
them inftantly, as Alcides fent Antaeus, to 
gather fii ength from their mother earth. 
And though' thefe fummer heroes, like 
the young Roman nobility at the battle of 
Fharfalia, were folely intent on defending 
their pretty faces from annoyance, yet 
Tommy, at the third turn, had bloodied 
them both. 

Harry, who was now on his return, 
perceived the engagement ; and running 
up, and ruihing between the combatants, 
interpoied with a voice of authority, and 
parted the fray. 

Having inquired, and duly informed 
himfelf of the n eiits of the. cafe, he (iift 
turned him to lard Richard, and faid^ 
P brother Dicky, brother Dicky, you 

ought 
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*ught not to hinder poor boys from pull- 
ing a few dirty nuts — what fignifies 'em ? 
Then, turning to the challenger, his old 
acquaintance,^ Tommy, fays he, did you 
know that Dicky was my brother ? Yes, 
fays Tommy, ruddy; and what though if 
I did ? O, nothing at all, fays Harry ; but 
Iwant tofpeakwithyou. Tommy • Where- 
upon he took the conqueror under the 
arm and walked away with him, very 
lovingly in all appearance, looking about 
to take care that none of the boys follow- 
ed him. 

. Mean time the little gentry threw out 
their inveftives, in profufion, againft our 
•departed hero. I think, fays one, that 
xnafter Harry had as much to blame ia 
Tommy as lord Dicky. Ay, fays ano- 
ther, one would think he might as well 
have taken his brother's part, as that 
blackguard's. Indeed, it was very naugh- 
ty of him, fays a third. For my part, 
fays a fourth, I will never have any thmg 
more to fay to him. 

While thus they vilified their late 
friend, he and his fellow champion walls- 
ed arm in arm, in a fullen and uninter- 
Tupted fiience ; till, coming to a fmall 
opening, in a fecreted part of the wood, 
Harry quitted his companion, defircd hiai 
to lirip, and inilantly cad aiide his owa 

Vol. I. -N hat. 
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Ijat, coat, ' and waiftcoat* Why (houTd I 
Arip, fays Tommy ? To box, fays Harry. 
Why fliould ydu box with me, Harry ? 
fure I didn*t ftrike you, fays Tom. Yes, 
Sir, replied our hero, ypu ftruck me 
when you flruck Dicky, and knew that 
he was my brother. Nay, Harry, cried 
Tom, if it*s fight you are for, PU give 
you enough of it, I warrant you. 

Tom was about eight months older th)in 
Harry, his equal in the pradice of arms, 
and much the fironger. But Harry was 
full as tall, and his motions,^ quicker than 
thought, prevented the ward of the moft 
experienced adverfary. 

Together they ruihed like two little ty* 
gers. At once they ftruck and parried, 
and watching every opening, they darted 
their little fifis, like engines, at each other* 
But Tom, marking the quicknefs, and 
feeling the fmart of Harry's firokes, fud- 
denly leapt within his arms, bore him 
down to the earth, and triumphantly gave 
him the firft rifing blow. 

Harry rofe, indignant, but warned, by 
the ftrength of his adverfary, to better 
caution. He now fought more aloof; 
and as Tom preffed upon him, he at once 
guarded, ftruck, and wheeled^ like an ex- 
perienced cock, without quitting the pit 
Qi honour. 

Tom 
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Tom finding himfelf wholly foiled by* 
this Parthian method of combat, again 
rufhed upon his enemy, who was now 
aware of the fliock. They clofed, they 
grappled, they caught each other by the 
flioulders, joined, head to head, and breafk 
to breaft, and flood like two pillars^ 
merely fupportcd by their bearing againft 
one another. Again they fhiftied the left 
arm, caught each other about tl^f neck^ 
and cuffed and punched at face and flo- 
mach, without mercy or remiflion ; till 
Tom, impatient of this length of battle, 
gave Harry a fidc-fwing, and Harry giving 
Tonfi a trip at the fame time, they fell 
fide by iide together upon the earth]* 

They rofe and retreated, to draw breath, 
ts fey mutual confent. They glared on 
one another with ah eye of vindidive ap- 
prehenfion. For n^Ui^r of them could 
now boaft of more optics than. Polyphe- 
mus ; and, (torn their forehead to their 
ihoes, they were in one gore of blood. 

Again they flew upon each other, again 
they ftruck, foined, and defended, and 
atternately preffed on and retreated in 
turns, till Harry, fpying an opening, dart-^ 
ed his iift, like a (hot, into the remaining 
eye of his enemy. Tom, finding himfelf 
in utter darknefs, inftantly fprung upon 
bis f6e^ and endeavoured to grapple ; but/ 

N a^ Harry,) 
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Harry, with equal agility, avoided the* 
fliock, and traverfing here and there^beat 
his adverfaiyat pleafure;. till Tom cried- 
©ut, 1 yield, 1 yield, Harry, for I can't 
fee to fight any more* 

Then Harry took Tom by the hand 
and led him to his clothes, and having 
affiffed him to drefs, he next did the fame- 
friendly ofBce to himfelf. Then, arm ift 
arm, ! tey returned much more loving, ifi 
reality, than they fet out, having beeir, 
hearten intoatruc-refpefl: and affection for 
each other. 

Some time before this, the footman had 
joined his young Lord, with the feveraf 
implements requifite for nutting. They 
had already pulled down great quantities ;: 
the young quality had ftufFed their poc- 
kets; and the little plebeians who had 
•afEftcd were now peimittcd to be bufy 
in gathering up the refufe. When allt 
turning at the cry o£ There is Harry, there 
is Tom, they perceived ourt wo.champions= 
advancing leifurely, but band in hand, as^ 
friends, and brothers. 

They had left their clothes unbuttoned 

for the benefit of the cooling air -, and as 

'they approached, their companions were- 

frozen into aftoniftiment, at the fight of 

their two friends alLcovered with crimfon*. 

They 
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They were neither able to advance to' 
triett thorn, nor to fpeak when they ar- 
rived. Till lord Dicky firft inquired 
into this bloody cataftrophe, and Harry 
remaining wholly filent o& the fiibjedl ;. 
blind Tommy cried out. Why, mafter 
Dicky, the truth is, that Harry beat me,, 
becaufe Ibcaf you* Then Dicky, feel- 
ing a fudden gufti of gratitude and aflPec- 
tion rifing up in his bofom, looked will- 
fully on his brother, and faid^ with a' 
plaintive voice, O brother Harry, brother* 
Harry, you arefadly hurt ; aod^ turning: 
about, he began to weep moll bitterly. 
But Harry faid, Pfliaw ! brother Dicky,? 
don't cry man,' r don't matter it of the 
fiead of a brafs piri. Then turning to the 
footman, with Tom fiill in his hand, he- 
cried. Here, John, take tliat bag of nuta* 
and poor blind Tommy to my mammy's^ 
and tell daddy that I deilre him to fe^' 
them both fafe home. 

FaifeNDi Sir, your hero is indeed a he^- 
ro, he mull be every body's hero. 

Author. Sir, you do me vail honour;; 
and 1 lliould be proild' of yoUr further in- 
ftruftions toward his fupporting the dig^- 
Aity of the charafter you give him. J?ray,> 
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x^^hat are the ingredient quaHties of whicfc 
a hero is compounded ? what idea have 
you formed of fuch a perfonage? tell me,. 
I befeech you^ what is a heroi my gooA 
friend ? 

Fr »^ Pihaw !— what a queftion ?— every 
fool knows that»— A hero is — as though- 
one fliould fay — a man of high atchievc* 
ment— who performs famous exploits— 
who does things that are heroical — and in 
all his anions and demeanour, is- a hera* 
indeed-- Why do you laugh ?--I will give 
you the infla'nces approved throughout the 
AX'Orld ; recorded and duly celebrated by 
)oets, painters, fculptors, flatuaries, and 
iftomns.— Therf was the Afl'yrian Ninus^, 
the Sefoftris of Egypt, the Cyrus of Pcr- 
iia, the Alexander of Greece, the Caefai: 
of Home, and, partly in our own days, 
there was theConde of France, the Charle$ 

©f Sweden, and Perlia's Koult Kan. * 

What the plague dees the fellow laugh at? 
AuT, lam laughing to thinK what a 
blockhead Themi&ocles was. Being a&ed 
whom he confLdered as the greateft of he» 
roes ; Not him who conquers but who 
feves, replied Themiftoeles ;. not the maa. 
who ruins but the man who crefts ; who 
oi a village can make city, or turn a 
defpicable people into a great nation. 
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Fr. According to your notion of he* 
Toifm, that l^oor and barbarian, Peter 
Al^xiowitz of Ruffia, was the greateft he- 
fo that ever Uved. 

AuT. True, ray friend y for, of a nu- 
^eroias pepole, he difembruted every one,; 
except himfelf, But then, in aH equity, 
te ought to divide his glory with Kate the 
wafher-woman^.who humanized the maa 
that humanized a nation. 

Fr . Whom do you take to have beeiv 
the greateft hero of antiquity ? 

AuT, Lycurgus without comparifon,: 
the greateft ©f heroes and the greateft of 
legiflators. In thofe very early days, th^ 
people of Lacedaemon were extremely 
rude and ignorant ; they acknowledged 
no laws, favc the diftatcs of their ©wa 
will, or the will of their rulers. Ly curgua 
might have afifumed the fceptre, but his 
ambition afpired to a much more elevated 
and durable dominion, over the fouls, 
manners, and condud of this people and 
their pofterity. He framed a body of the 
Hioft extraordinary inftitutions that eX'er 
entered into the heart or head of man*. 
Next to thofe of our divine legislator,, 
they were intended to form a new crea- 
ture. He prevailed upoa the rich to make 
an equal difiribution of their lands with, 
the poor. Ue prohibited the uie of all 



151 The FOOL of QUALITY. 

iuch money a^ was current among other 
aations^ and thereby prohibited the im- 
portationv of th^ means and materials oir 
pomp and luxury. He enjoined them to 
ieed^ in common, on fimple and frugal 
fare. He forbid all gorgeoufnefs of fur- 
niture and apparel. In fliort^ he endea- 
voured to fupprcfs ^very fcnfual and fel* 
fifli deHre, by injunAions of daily exer- 
cife, toil, and hardlhip, a patient endu** 
^ance of pain, and a noble contempt of 
death. At length, feigning fome occa- 
fion of being abroad for a feafon, lie ex- 
acted an oath from the Laceda&monians,. 
that they fiiould ftridtly obferve his laws j> 
without the fmallefi infringement, till his 
i^etum. Thus, for th^ love of tis coun- 
try, he went into perpetual banifhment 
from itr And he took meafures at his^ 
death, that hi« body fliould never be 
found, left it Ihould be carried back to 
,Sparta, and give his cotmtrymen a colour 
for diffolving their oath* 

Fr. Laying Peter afide, who think 
you was th^ greatefl hero among the* 
moderns ?: 

. AuT. To confefs tKe truth,, among all 
that I have heard or read of, the hero 
whom I moil affed was a madman, and 
the lawgiver whom I moll afied was a- 
ftioli. 



\ 
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Fr. 'Troth, Ibclieve you never would 
liavc been the writer you are at thb day,, 
if you had not adopted fomewhat of both 
the faird qualities. But, come, unriddle 
I b^fecch you ; where raay this favourite- 
iero and legiflator be found ? 

AvT. In a fragment of the Spanifli hi*- 
ftory, bequeathed to the world by one 
bignior Cervantes. 

Fr. 0!^-have you led ir»€ to nay old 
-a<^qiiaintance ? pray, has not your Pega- 
fus.fome (match of the qualities of the 
'famous Rofinante ? 

AuT. Quite as chafi^e, I aflure you* 
But, I perceive that yoii think I am droll- 
ing; you do not fuppofe that you can ever 
be fcrioufly of the fame opinion. Yet, if 
you demand of your own memory, for 
what have the great heroes throughout 
hiftory been renowned? it muft aniwer^. 
for mifchief merely, for fpreading defola- 
^ tion and calamity among men. How^ 
greatly, how gloriouily, how divinely fui- 
perior was our hero of the Mancha ! wha 
went about righting of wrongs, and re- 
drefiing of injuries, lifting up the fallen^, 
and pulling down thoic whom iniquity 
had exalted. In this his marvellous un-. 
dertaking, what buffetings, what bruif- 
ings, wh;at tramplings of ribs, what poun^. 
ding^ of jpackftav^ did his bones not en-^ 

duref 
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dure ? (Mine achcd.at the recital.) But, 
toil was his bed of down, and the houfe 
of ps^in was, to him, a bower of de- 
light, while he confidcred himfelf as en- 
gaged in giving eafe, advantage, and 
faappinefs to others. If events did not 
anfwer to the enteiprizes of his heart, it 
is not to be imputed to the man but to 
his malady; for, had his power and fuc- 
cefs been as extenfive as his benevolence^ 
all things awry, upon earth, would inftant*- 
]y have been fet as firaieht as a cedar. 

But, let me turn, with reverence, to 
kifs the hem of the robes of the moft re- 
Tpedable of all governors and legiflators, 
Sancho Panfa. What judgments! what 
inftitutions ! how are Minos, and Solon, 
and the infpired of the goddefs iEgeria, 
here eclipfed I Sancho, thou waft a pea- 
fant, thou waft illiterate, thou waft a 
dunce for a man, but an angel for a go- 
vernor ^inafmuch, as, contrary to the cuf* 
tom of all other governors, thou didft not 
delireany thing, thoudidft not wi(h for 
any thing, thine eye was not bent. to any 
thing, lave the good of thy people T 
therefore thou couldft not ftray,thou hadft 
no other way to travel. Could -55fop's- 
Jog have been moved to aftion upon the 
iame principle, the regency of fiorks had 

not 
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BOt prevailed andong men. How am I 
provoked, Panfa, when I fee thee infult- 
ed ! How am I grieved, when I find thee 
depofed ! Saving the realms of a certain 
majefty, I fay, and figh to myfelf, O, 
that %he whole earth were as thine ifland 
of Barataria, and thou, Sancho, the legi- 
flator and the ruler thereof ! 

Fr. I feel conviftion ; I confefs it* 
But tell me, I pray you ; why has the 
world, through all ages and nations, uni- 
verfally afcribed hcroifm and glory to 
conqueft? 

AuT. Through the refpeft, as I take 
it, that they have for power. Man is by 
nature weak ; he is born in and to a ilate 
of dependence ; he therefore naturally 
feeks and looks about for help; and^ 
where he obfervcs the greateft power, it 
is there that he applies and prays for pro- 
tedtion. Now, though this power fliould 
he exerted to his damage inftead of de* 
fence, it makes no alteration in his re« 
vcrence for it ; he bows while he trem- 
bles, and while he detefts he worfhips. In 
the prefent cafe, it is with man, as it is 
with God ; he is not fo awful and ftrik- 
ing, he is not fo much attended to, in the 
funfhine and gentle dews of his provi« 
. denge and bcnij^nityi as in his lightnings 

and 
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Utid thunders, his clouds and his teiB« 

Hero, hftros^ and v^o ih the three 
languages, fignify a dtfoiigod, or one who 
is fuperior to mere man. But, how can 
this iuperiority or diftin^lion belhcwn? 
The ferehe afts of beneficence, the fmall 
-^nd ftill voice of goodneft, are neither ac- 
companied by noile nor oftentation. At is 
uproar and tumult, rather the tumblini 
ef facked cities, the fhrieks of ravifliei 
matrons, and the groans of dying nationsy 
that fill the trump of fame/ Men of 
pdwer and ambition find diftinftion and 
glory, very readily, attainaUe in this 
way ; as it is incomparably more eafy to 
deftroy than to create, to give dirath than 
to give life, to pull down than to build 
lup, to bring devafiation and mifery ra^ 
ther than plenty and peace and profperi- 
ty upon earth, 

Fr. Were not mankind, in this in* 
Aance, as blind to their own interefts, as 
they were iniquitous in giving glory where 
ihame alone was due i 

AuT. In fo doing, they proved at once 
the dupes and the viftims of their owa 
folly. Praife a child for his genius ia 
pranks of mifchief and malevolence, and 
you <iurcken him in the dired road to 
the. gallows. It is Juft £0 that this wife 

world 
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^Ivcn^d has 4jred up its heroic reprobates, 
by afcribing honour and acclamation to 
deeds that called loudly for infamy and 
the gibbet^ for the world was an afs from 
its very commencement, and it will con-^ 
tinue a danderhead to the end. 

From the beginning of things (a long 
time ago) the joint invention of mankind 
has difcovered but two methods of pro- 
'Curing fuftenance on earth, the firft by 
the labour of their own han Js, the fecond 
by empL)ying the hands of others. 

Ail therefore are excluded, or at Icaft 
ought to be excluded from fuch a world, 
who refufe to labour, or, what is ftill 
worfe, who difturo and prevent the la- 
bour of others. 

i^mong thofe who will not labour, wc 
may numoerall who have the happinefs 
of being born to no manner of end, fuch 
as the Monks of every country, the Der-^ 
vifes of Perlia, the Bramins of India, the 
Mandarins of China, and the Gentlemea 
of thefe free and poliihed natioils. 

Thefe have nothing to do bat to fleep 
it, to wake it; to eat it, to drink it; to 
dance it, to doze it ; to riot it, to roar it; 
and to rejoice in the happy ear neft which, 
this world has given them of the jollities 
<}f the next. 
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Among thofe who difturb the labour of 
others, I reckon all your rafcally Alexan- 
ders and Caefars, whether ancient or mo-' 
dern, who, in their fits of frenzy and folly, 
fcamper about, breaking the lantherna 
and beating the watch of this world, to 
the great amazement of women and ter- 
rour of little children ; and, who feem tcT 
think that Heaven gave nx)fes and heads, 
for no end in nature but to be blooded 
and cracked. In fhort, I have no patience 
when I hear talk qf thefe fellows. I ani 
not half fo fretted wlien I hear my own 
works read — Go on, I requeft you, it 
jbay happen. to put me in temper; 

- CHAP. V. 

THE young gentlemen were, now, 
upon their return ; and, as they ap- 
proached the houfe, they crowded about 
Harry to keep him from being feen, tilh 
he took an opportunity of flipping away 
a?nd ftealing up to his chamber. Hc^now. 
grew ftiflP and fore, and his nurfe, hav- 
ing got an intimation ©f what had hap- 
jfcned, hurried up to him, and Wept over 
him with abundant tears of cordial affec-' 
tion. She flrait undrc£ed, and put him 

to 
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to beid ; and, having- ordered fomc wliite- 
wine whey, of which (he made him drink 
plentifully ,lhe, alfo, undreffed, and went 
to bed to him, and Harry, cafting his 
little arm about her neck, arid, putting 
his head in her bofom, was fall in a 
twinkling. 

By tms time, John had returned frdni 
the execution of his commlflion. He had 
been fully apprized by Tommy, on the 
road, of all the circumllances relating to 
this bloody bufinbfs ; an4, going to his 
lord and lady, he gave them the whole 
•detail, occafionally dwelling, and expatia* 
ting on Harry's courage, his prowefs, his 
honour, and his generolity. They could> 
jaow, no longer forbear indulging them- 
felves with the fight of a child^ in whonx 
they held themfelves honoured, above all 
titles. They flole gently up flairs ; an<i 
having got a peep at Harry, and obferv- 
ing that he wasiaft afleep, they flole, as 
foftly, back again, each inwardly exulting 
in their glorious boy. 

Our hero was fcarce recovered from 
his wounds and bruifes, when, on a day, 
he met a little beggar boy, at the hall- 
door, half naked, and whining, arud £hi« 
vcring with cold. His heart was, in- 
flantly, touched with wonted compaflion ; 
and, taking him by the hand> What is 
^ O a your 



.f6o The FOOL of QU'ALITT- 

your name, my poor little buoy > fays Hat* 
ry ? Neddy, Sir, fays the child. Arid,, 
Where's your daddy and mammy ? O, Sir, 
anfwered Ned, I have no daddy normam^ 
my in the world wide. Don't cry, don't 
^ry, fays Harry. I have feveral daddiea 
and mammies, and I will give you one oi? 
two of them. But, where did you leave 
your cloafehs, Neddy f^ I have not any^Sir,* 
replied the child in a piteous accents 
Well well, it don't matter, Neddy, for I 
ha.ve more cloaths, too> fays Harry.. So,, 
taking him again by the band, he led him 
up to his apartment, without being per*- 
ceived of any ;; and, helping him to ilrip,, 
jic ran to his clofet for the ihirt which 
he had laft thrown off, and .put it on the' 
pew corner with equal haile and delights. 
He, next, ran for the entire fuit that hii 
l^earded dada had given him, and,, havr 
ing helped, and fliewn him how to put qii 
the breeches, he drew on the ftockingSv 
and ihoes with his own hands. • To thefe. 
fucceeded the coat, and waiftcoatj. and 
iNed was, now, full as well rigged as his. 
t)enefaftor*. 

Never had our hero enjpyed himfelf, {6^ 
highly, as while he was thus employed*. 
When he had finiflied his operations, -he 
chuckled and fmiled, turned Ned round 
and round, walked here and there about 

him^ 
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blin, and was as proud of him, as if he 
had been wholly of his oWn making. 
•He now, again, became thoughtful, 
forccafting in his mind the particulars thatj 
might further be requifite for the accom- 
modation of his guell ; for he was grown? 
too fond of him to think of parting fud- 
denly. He then recoUefted an adjoining 
lumber-room, and, taking Ned with him, 
th^y found a little old mattrafs, which, 
with united ftrength, they dragged forth, 
and lodged in a convenient corner of the ^ 
clofct. To this they added a pair of old 
blankets^ and Harry^ having fpread them 
f or Ned*s repofe, in the beft manner he 
was able, a&ed his dependent if he was 
not hungry. Yes, very, very hungry, in- 
deed. Sir, cried Ned,. No fooner faid^ 
than Harry flew down toth« kitchen, andy 
looking about, and fpying a large porrin* 
•ger of milk ' and a luncheon of breads 
that one of the fervants had provided for 
a young fravourite of their own, he feized 
«4pon them, like a hawk, and haftenin^ 
again to his chamber^ delivered them to 
•Neddy, who, already^ had half devoured 
them with his eyes. Ned, inttantly, fell 
to with the rapture of a cormorant, or 
any rapture that can be fuppofed lefs th^at 
that of his friend Harry, who dood over 
idox with the feelings of a parent turtle^ 

O 3 thiit 
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that feeds his young with the meat dfc< 
rived from his own bowels.. 

For a few days> Harry hcptr his depen- 
dent (hut up in his chamber, or clofetj' 
without the privity of any of the family, 
except nurfe, to whom he had revealed 
the affair under the fcal of the ftrideft 
fecrecy. 

But» on a crofi-day, Sufy the houfe* 
maid, having entered with a h«w bro6m 
into our hero's apartment, perceived^ in. 
a corner, the tattered depofitc of Ncd'$^ 
original robings, and, lifting them, at: 
^ cautious difiance, with a< finger andi 
thumbs (he perceived, alfo, as many o^^ 
ther philofophers have done, that th^rc is^ 
no part of this globe which is not peo* 
pled isrith nations of animals,.if man had 
but attention, and optics duly accommo«-^ 
dated tathc vifion*. She dropt the living: 
garment, although ihe bad taken up a-, 
burning horfe-fhoe; and was, inftantly^. 
peopled, by her prolific imagination,. witiL 
tribes of the fame fpecies irom head to- 
foot. 

In this fit of difguft, Sufy happened,, 
unfortunately, to ftep into the clofct, and 
fjjied Ned in a dark corner, where he had 
Equated and drawn himfelf upto th$ fizc 
of a hedgehog. She immediately flew 
at him,^ hks. one of the Eumenides, an4 

^ dragged^ 
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ifragged him forth to the light, a» Her- 
ctales is faid to have hauled Cacus from> 
his den. She quefiioned him^with a voice 
©f impla<:able authority, and Ned, with 
Jbumble and ingenuous tears, confeiTed. 
the whole adventure. But Sufy, no way 
melted, exclaimed. What, iirrah, have 
you, and your mafter Harry, a mind to^ 
breed an affection in the houfe? ! will re- 
mit of no fuch doings^ for I have an utter 
converfion to beggars-brats and vcrmil,. 
She then commanded hiin to bundle up* 
his old rags, and, driving him down ftairs< 
before her, Ihe difmifled him from the 
hall-door with a pair of fmart boxes on. 
the fide of his head, and ordered hiin ne* 
Ycr more to defend her fight. 

Poor Ned went weeping and wailing; 
from the door, when who ihould he fee,,, 
at about fifty. paces diftant, but his belo* 
ved patron Harry, who had been- cutting; 
a fwitch from the next hedge. To him^ 
be ran> with precipitation. Harry, touch-- 
ed with a compafiion not free from refent- 
ment, to iee his favourite in tears, de* 
manded the caufe of his apparent difirefs^. 
which Ned truly related. Our hero, there-- 
upon, became thoughtful and naoody y 
and, judging that Sufy had not acted thus 
without authority, he conceived a gene- 

lal difgufl at a family who had treated 

him 
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him fo injurioufly in the perfon of hf* 
Neddy ; but, comforting his dependent 
the beft he could. Come Neddy, fays he, 
'don't cry, my man, I will bring you; that 
I will, to my own dear dada, and he wiH 
welcome and love you for my fake, Theny 
making his way through a fmall breacK 
in the neighbouring hedge, he ordered 
'Ned to foUow him, and flew acrofs, the 
field, like a bird of pafiage, in a dired; 
line to his patron's. 

The old. gentleman faw him approach- . 
ing and gave iign to his ancient domeflic,. 
who withdrew with precipitation. He re- 
ceived and car effed our hero with more 
•than ufual transport, and Who, my dear 
fays he, is this pretty little boy that you 
:have got with you? Harry, then, like 
the Grecian Demofthenes, taking time to 
-warm himfelf with the recolIeAion of hiis 
own ideas, and, fetting his perfon forth 
V9\\\i an adion and ardour that determr* 
' lied to prevail,made the following oration. 
• Why, dada, I mufl: tell you as how 
this poor little boy, for he is a very poor 
little boy, and his name is Neddy, Sir, 
and ht has nofriend in the wide world btrt 
you and I, Sir ; and, fo Sir, as 1 was tel- 
ling you, lie cornea to the door, crying 
fadly for cold and hunger, and he would 
have pitied every body, for he had ciJ 
\< cloaths;^ 
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dbathS) no daddy nor mammy at all,^. 
Sir, and I had a many of them, and that 
was not fair, you know,. Sir ; and I was^ 
in the humoiir to give him all the dad as 
and mammai^ I had in the world, except 
you, Sir; and mamniy nunc. And fo, 
I takes him up ftairs, and 1 puts the 
cJoaths upon him, that you gave me vvhea 
I was a poor little boy. Sir } for no body 
had t« fay to them, but you and 1, Sir, 
and I knew thit y 9U would pity poor lit* 
tie Neddy, more than 1 pitied him myfelfy^, 
Sir. And fo, dada, they takes my poor 
Hctle Neddy to-day, and boxed hiiH, and: 
beat him fadly^ and turned him out of 
doors ; and fo i meets him crying and 
iPoaring, and fo, you know. Sir, as how 
1 had nothing to do, but to. bring him ta 
you. Sir, or to ftay, and cry with hiar 
lor company. Sir. 

Here, orator Harry ceafed to fpeak, 
t^Kcept by his tears, which he could nO- 
longer reftrain, and which proceeded to- 
plead moil emphatically for him* But». 
Bis patron took him in his arms, and kif- 
fed the drops from both eyes, and faid,. 
Po not cry, my darling, for I am yours,. 
.a^y Harry, and all that 1 have is yourt,; 
.and, it you had brought a. whole regi- 
meoit of poor little Neddies with you,. 

thejp 
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they fliould be all welcome to me, fat 
your fake, my Harry, 

Then Harry fprung up and caught his 
patron about the neck, fo tBat it was 
fome time before the old gentleman could 
get loofe. But, Harry, fays he» I am go- 
ing juft now to leave this country, wiH 
you and your man Neddy come along 
with me? Over the world wide, Dada, 
fays Harry ; but where are y ou going, Sir ? 
I am going a begging, Harry. O, that 
will be brave fport, fays. Harry! I will 
tell y ou what you fliall do, dada. What's 
. that, my love ? Why JSir, fays Harry, yoiS 
mull get a great bag, like the old maa 
and little child that was at door,, t'other 
day ; and Neddy and I will beg for you^ 
Sir; and we will put all that we get into 
. your great bag, as that good little child 
did for his daddy, without touching a bit ; 
, though he was a hungry enough himfelf, 
. poor fellow, I warrant ®vit don't let us 
go to beg to papa's door, Sir ; for if you 
do, they will box and beat" us, and drive 
us away, as they did to poor little Neddy, 
to-day. Sin 

The old gentleman, there^^t, had his 

countenance divided betwixt the riling 

. tear and tlie burfting laugh. Put, taking 

Harry by the hand, he faid ; No, no, n^y 

heavenly creature^ I am not going to beg 

I . , - of 
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<6f any nun living, but to beg of God ta 
pour down his full weight of bleiSngs up^ 
on my Hairy, and to endeavour to con- 
firoi them to him, both here and hereaf* 
ter, by my care and inftru£tiohs. 

Having thus fpoken, he put a large 
Cake into the hand gf each of the chil- 
dren, and, caufing them to drink a full 
glafs of fmall white wine, he took them 
into a back-yard, where a light cOach with 
fix horfes, and three fervants ready mount- 
cd,attendcd ; and,having placed his young 
companions, and feated himfelf between 
them, away the coach drove at a fweep* 
ing gallop. ' 

About the time that our hero and his 
patron fet out, Nurfe went up ftairs with 
a moid bountiful cut of home-baked bread 
and butter, for the amufement of the 
young caitiff whom ihe had left in the 
dofet; but not finding him there, ihe 
bailily dropped her provender on the firft 
window ihe met, and hurrying down to 
the kitchen, earneilly enquired for the 
little beggar-boy whom matter Harry had 
taken into his fervice. At this queilion, 
all the fervants ftood in filent amazeinent, 
except Sufy, who, bridling up, and af« 
fuming the whole importance of her fta* 
tion, Why, Nurfe, fays ihe,. you muft not 
oppofe that I am come here to fweep and 

ta 
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to<lean ifter loufy little flagrants ; It wM 
enough to breed an antajgioii, that it was^ 
in the houfe ; fo what magnifies many 
isrordsv I took the little dirty baftaid, and 
cuflf'dhim out of doors. You did, huft 
fey, fays nurie, you dare to affront and 
vex my child, my little man, the honour 
and pride of all the family ? and fo fay* 
ing, flie ups ^\ith her brawny arm, and 
gave Sufy fuch a doufe on the iide of the 
liead,'as left her fail aflcep for an hour 
arid upward* Then runnipg up ftairs 
again$ &e went fearching and clamouring 
ibr her Harry, about the houfe, in order 
to comfort and condole with him for his 
lofs. 

Dinner was now ferved up, and the 
<X)mpany feated, and all the fervants ran 
feverally here and there, repeatedly fum- 
moning mafier Harry to attend ; but 
Harry was Qut of hearing, by many a 
xxiile. When the cloth was removed, 
noirle entered with an arpe<5t, halt in tears 
and half diilraded, and exclaimed that 
hier child was not tQ be tound. And 
\^hat, nurfe, fays the earrl, do you think 
is become of «him i I hope, my lord^ A) s 
ihe, that he is either ftrayed to his daddy, 
or to the dumi> gentleman's. Then mef- 
ii^gers were inliantly diipatched to both 
itouiesj wJUo ipecdiiy returoQd wiih. tid« 
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ings, that maftcr Harry had not been fcen\ 
at his foftcr-fathcr*s, and that no one was 
at home at the hoafe of the dnmb gen«> 
tleman. 

The bufinefs liow became feriotis and 
alarming ; the whole houfc was in com- 
motion, and all the dometlics, and our 
hero's loving nurfe, with lord Dicky ia 
her hand, ran fearchins; through the gar- 
dens, the fields, and the gro'Ces, that re- 
founded on all fides with the name of the 
abfentec. 

On their return from a dirquifition, as 
£ruitlefs as folicitous, Nurfe declared her, 
2<pprehenfions, that Harry was gone off 
with a little favourite boy whom he had 
taken mto fervice, and whom the houfe- 
xnaid that morning had beaten out of 
doors. Sufy, being nearly recovered, and 
now called and queftioned hereon, was 
compelled to confefs the fad, though in' 
terms lefs haughty and lefs elegant than 
nfual ; when my lord, looking fternly at 
her. And who, you impudent flut, hecried, 
gave you authority to turn any one out o£ 
my houfe whom my noble and generous 
boy was pleafed to bring in ? Get you ia- 
ftantly away, and never let me be fa un- 
liappy as to fee that fkce again. 

by this time, the whole village and 
neighbourhood, as well as this aoble fa- 

yoL. L f inily. 
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mily, were in trouble and alarms for tte 
lofs of their little favourite; when acoun- . 
try man entered in fwtaty hafte» and de* 
fired, without preface, to be admitted tO; 
the earl. My lord, fays he, I think t 
can give you fome news of your dear, 
child. As 1 was returning home on the 
London road, I faw a coach and Hx dri-^^^ 
ving towards me at a great rate, and 
though it paiTed me in hafte, I marked 
that the gentleman with the beard was in 
it, and that he had two children with him, 
one on each hand, though I had not time 
to obfcrve their faces. 

Here is fomething for your news, faid 
the ear], it may be as you fay.— —Here, 
John ! take a poffe of the fervants along 
with you ; go in hafle to that man's houfe; 
if no cne aniwers, break open the door j 
and bring me word of what you can learn 
concerning him. 

John, who was the houfe-fleward, hur* 
ned infiantly on his commiiSion ; and, 
finding all in fitence after loud and re- 
peated knockings, he and his myrmidons 
buifi open the door, and rufhing in ran 
up and down through all the apartments. 
They found the houfe richly iurnifhed, a 
library of choice books above flairs, a 
beaufet full of mafly place, and every 
thing in order, as if prepared for the re- 
ception 
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ception of a family of diftin6lton. At 
this they all ftood aftonifhed^ till johtif 
'' cafiing his eye toward a table in the 
" ftrect-parlour, perceived a paper which he 
haftily fnatched up, and found to be a let- 
ter, duly folded and fealed, and addrefTed 
-to his lord. Exulting at this difcovery,* 
he left fome of the fervants to watch the 
goodsy and hurried back with all pofliole 
fpeed to his mafter. 

My lord, fays John entering, and ftrl- 
'ving to recover breath, the dumb gentld- 
xnan, as they call him, muft be a main 
rich man, for the very furnituFe of his 
houfe cannot be worth lefs than fome 
thoufands of pounds* John then prefent-* 
cd the letter, which th€ earl haftily broke 
open, apd found to be as follows : 



c« 



My Lord, 



'•* T AM at length prcfen ted with an op* 
^* X portunity of carrying oS your lit- 
*« tie Harry, the greateft trcai'ure that ever 
'^ parents were bleiTed with. 

<< The diftrefs that I feel, in forefeeing 
<< the afflidion that his abfence will caufe 
^< to your whole family, has not been able 
•* to prevail for the fufpenfion of this 
^< enterprlfe, as the child's intereft and 
•• happinefs outweighs, with me, all other 
^ coniiderations. . 
'^ ' Pa «^ Fermi* 
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, ** Permit mtf however, to affure yaw 
•♦ lordfhip, that our darling ii in very fafe 
^ and very aficdionate hands; and that 
. ^ it {hall be the whole concern and em* 
^ ployment of my life, to render and to 
•* return him to you, in due time, the 
^< moft accomplimed and moft perfeft of 
^ all human beings. 

. «« In the mean while, your utmojl 

*• fearch and inquiry after us will be 

*« fruitlcfs. 1 leave to your lordfhip my 

. •* houfe and furniture, as a pledge and 

.« affurance ©f the integrity of my intear 

•* tions,. 

And am, ^c.*' , 

The myffery of our hero's flight wa$ 
now, in a great meafure, unravelled ; but 
noone couldform any rationalconjjefturc, 
touching the moUves^ qi the old gcntlc- 
.man^s procedure in the cafe } and all were 
daggered at his leaving fuch a mafs of 
wealth behind him» 

As the falling on of a dark night, ren- 
dered all purfmt, for that time, impradi* 
cable; my lord ordered ftie fervajits ta 
i>ed, that they might rife before day^ 
and then to take every horfc he hadt 
coach-cattle and all, and to mufler and 
mount the young men of the vilhgc, and 
to purfuc after the fugitives^ by different 

ioads> 
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voads, according to the beft likelihood or 
intdligence they might receive. 
' In this hopeful profpeft, the houfe was^ 
again in^fome meafure compofed ; all, ex- 
cept poor nurfe, who would not be com- 
forted, neither could be prevailed upon tO' 
eftter in at the doors ; but all night on- 
the cold ftairs, or rambling through the- 
raw air, continued clapping and wring-* 
kig her hands^ and bewailings the irrepa-- 
rable lofs of her Harry. 

On the following day, my lord ordered^ 
« minute inventory to be taken of all the- 
ftirhittfre in the forfaken manfion-houfe ;< 
and further appointed Harry's fofter- fa- 
ther, with his family, to enter into pof-- 
Ttffion, and to take care of the effecls^, 
till fuch* time as the proprietor ihould re-- 
oew his^claimi- 

After three tedious days, and as many' 
expecting nights, the pofle that went in^ 
^ueftof our runaways returned ; all droop-- 
ing and dejeded,- moft of them flowly^ 
leading their oveifpent horfes, and uni- 
verfally befpattered or covered with mire^. 
without any equivalent of comfortable* 
tidings to- balance the weight of their laa-^ 
guor and fatigue* 

The happinel's or wretchedhefs of hu*- 
nan life, as it ihould leeai^ doss not fo^ 
much depend on the lofs or acqiiiiition of 

K 3i reali 
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seal advantage^ as on the fluduatkie opSr 
nions and imaginations of men. The xb« 
^nce of this; infant^ who, but a few 
months beforey had no manneii^of intereft^ 
hi the views, afiedion», qr folicitudes o£ 
this noble family ,. appeared, now as tHCr 
lofa of all their honours and fortunes : ^ 
general iace of mourning feemed todarkeiK^ 
every, apartment ; and my lord' and Jady- 
BO moie paid vifits, nor received public; 
company.. They were, however, inven-^ 
tive in many contri vancesfor amufing andi 
<K>n{oling their darling Dicky,, but eveai 
this: was to little purpofe, for he was oftea^ 
ix)und filcntly languishing in corners ;.or' 
crying, O, where's my brother Harry, my»^ 
4>wn iwect brother Harry 1 dall 1 never* 
fee niy own brother Harry any more! 

^y lord had alieady difpatcheda mul^ 
-tituciis of circular Ittters to all his ac^-* 
q^uaintances, with other notices, through*^ 
out< the kingdom, containing offers of- 
ample rewards- fi r the recovery of bis^ 
child; But,, finding all ineffedual, he* 
caufed ad\ertifements to the fame pur pofe^ 
to be repeatedly inliertcdio all the public, 
papers; as: the fanoe, ne doubt, are flilli 
extant, and may be foupd in the mufiyy 
doronicleS; of tbofe days.. 

Within a few weeks after t)ie publillk^' 
zng^oJtahei&adyextUemems^. my: lord re^. 



/ 



«cmd a letter, refpe<&^ing fiis fon HarryiJ 
that afforded great confolation to him ancj^ 
his lady ; infomtschy tKat with the hclp^ 
0f the IcBient haild of time, in Icfs tha0 
ifie Ipace of twelve months, this noble 
family were reftored to tiieir former chear«^ 
fulnefs and tranquillity. 

. But to return to the fituation in whicfr 
we left our hero : the coach drove on, at 
a round race, and the children eonttrmed 
ki high' glee, and thought this kind of 
conveyance the fineft fpprt imaginable. 

When they had entered a fpace,. on the^ 
irft common, the coachman looked about^r 
to take care that no one was in fight ^ 
and, turning to the right hand j he held^ 
gently on, till he came to another great 
soad; on which he drove at his former 
rate. This he did again at the next com-r 
Bion, and coming to another road tha6^ 
led alfo to London, and night now ap-r 
proaching^ he put up^ at the firfi greats 
inn he came tOi 

: Harry's patron had the precaution to> 
keep his great coat muffled about his face,^ 
fo that? no one could obferve his beard,« 
till they were ihewn to^a room^ and fire^ 
and candles were lighted up. Then his^ 
amcient friend and domeftic havnig pro* 
i^dfid Igiilard and imj^lements for ihaviugy* 

V locked^ 
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locked the door, and fet to work in f&e 
prefence of the children. 

Harry tvas all attention during the: 
whole procefs ; and when the operation' 
was quite completed, he drew near to his 
patron, with a cautious kind of jealoufy, 
and looking up to his face with the tears^^ 
m his little eyes* Speak to roe, Sir, fays 
he, pray fpeak to me. It is, anfwercd 
the old gentlemran, the only /comfort o£ 
my life to be with you and to fpeak tc 
you, my Harry. The child, hearing the 
well known voice of friendfhtp, immedi* 
ately cleared again, and reaching up hisr 
little arms to embrace his patron, O, in- 
deed, fays he, I believe you are my owip 
DadaftilL 

Though Harry was now reconciled to^ 
the identity of his friend, yet he felt a fe-- 
cret regret for the abfence of his beard ;; 
for he loved all and every part of him fo^ 
entirely, that the lofs of a hair appeared' 
a lofs and a want to the heart of Harry.. 

After an early fupper, and two or three 
finall glaffes of wine per man, this gen-- 
tleman, whom his lervaats had now an-- 
Aounced by the name of Mr Fenton, pro*- 
pofed Hide and go Seek to his afTociates* 
Thisinvitationwas accepted with traniport; . 
aad after they were cloyed with Hide and/ 

StchJ, 
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. 3eek, they all pUy ed Tagg till they were 
well warmed. 

Mr Fenton ordered a pallet into the 
chamber, for James his faithful domeftlc^ 
and little Ned. Then helping to uxi- 
drefs Harry, he put him firfl to bed; 
and, hailening after, he took his darling 
to his bofom, and tenderly preiTed hios 
to a heart that loved him more than all 
the world, and more than that world ten 
tin es told. 

In about three days more they arrived 
iafe at Hampftead, and flopping at the 
court of a large houfe, that was delig kt« 
fully fituated, they were welcomed by a 
gentlewomanly looking matron, whom 
.James had fixed for houfekeeper about a 
fortnight betore. 

The next day Mr Fenton and his blithe 
cortipanions were attended at table by 
James and the two footmen* 

As foon as the latter grace was faid^ 
and the cluth taken away, Harry, Csy% 
Mr Fenton, it is now our turn to wait on 
Jamca and his fellow fervants; for God 
made us all to be fervants to each .other: 
one man is not born a bit better than a* 
mother J and he is the belt and greateft of 
,all who fcrves and attends the moft. and 
requires leaft to be ferved and attended 
upon. And^ my precious/ he that is a 

king 
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king today/if fo it fliatl pleafe God, may 
become a beggar to mori^ow, and it is 
good that people fiiould be prepared a- 
gainft all tba^ may happen. 

Having fo faidj be took his aflbciatt^s 
down to the hall, jufl as the fervants had 
fat down to dinner. He gave his dome- 
fiics the wink, and beginning to fet the 
•sample, afked Mrs Hannah, and Mr 
James, and IVir Frank, and Mr Andrew, 
what they would pleafe to have r^ The 
feivants, readily falling in with their naa- 
fter's fchcme, ordered Harry to bring fuch 
a thing, and Ned to fetch fuch a thing, 
and Harry to do this, and Harry to do 
that : while Harryr with a graceful ac- 
tion, and more beautiful than Ganymede 
the cup:bearer of the gods, flew chear- 
fully about, from fide to fide, preventing 
the wiflies of all at table ; fo that they 
poured upon him a thoufand bleflings 
from the bottom of their hearts, and 
would not now have parted with him for 
the mighty rewards which his father fome 
time after propofed for his recovery. 

Within a fortnight after this, Mr Jamess 
the houfe-fieward, furniihedalarge lum- 
ber-room with thoufands of coats, out* 
coats, ihirts, waift-coats, breeches, (lock- 
ings, and fhoesi of different forts and fi^- 

ze9|, 
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isest bur all of warm and clean, though' 
homely materials. 

When this was done, Mr Fenton led 
hisiavouritc up^to the (lores, andfaid; 
My Harry, you fee all thefe things, and 
I make a prefent of all thefe things to 
my Harry. Andi now tell me, my love, 
what will you do with them? Why, dada^ 
fays Harry, you know that I cannot wear 
them myfelf. No, my dear, fays Mr 
Fenton, for you have clothes enough be- 

- iide, and fome of them would not fit you, 
and others would fmother you. What 
then will you do with them, will you burn 
them, or throw them away? O, that 
would be very naughty and wicked in- 
deed, fays Harry. No, dada, as 1 do not 
want them myfelf,! will give them te thofe 
that do. That will.be very honeftly done 

" of you, fays Mr Fenton j for, in truth, 
they have a better right to them, my Har« 
ry, than you have, and that which you 
cannot ufe, cannot belong to you.. So 
that, in giving you thefe things, my dar- 
ling; it fhould feem, as if I made you no 
gift at all. O, a very fweet gift, fays 
Harry. How is that, fays Mr Fenton ? 
Why, the gift of doing good to poor 
people. Sir. Mr Fenton, then fiepping 
badk, and gazing on our hero, cried; 

Whocvcjc 
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Whoever attempts to inftruft thee,my an-T 
gel, muft, himfeify be inftruded of hea* 
ven, who fpeaks by that fweet mouth. 

But Harry, it would not be difcreet of 
you*to give thcfe things to the comrnon 
beggars who come every day to our door; 
give them y iftuals and half-pence or pence 
a-piece, and welcome ; but, if you give 
fuch beggars twenty fuits ®f cloaths, they 
will caft them all off, and put on their 
rags again, to move people to pity them. 
But, when you fpy any poor travellers 
going the road, and your eyes fee that 
Siey are naked, or your heart tells you 
that they are hungry ; then, do not wait 
till they beg of you, but go and beg of 
them to favour you with their acceptance : 
then take them into the fire and warm 
them and feed them ; and when you have 
fo done, take them up to ) ^ur ftore-room, 
and clothe them with whatever you think 
they want: and, believe me, my Harry, 
whenever you arc cold, or hungry, ot 
Ivounded, or in want, or in ficknefs, your- 
felf; the very remembrance of your ha- 
ving clothed, and fed, and cured, and 
comforted, the naked and the hungry, 
the wounded and the afflidted, will be 
warmth, and food, and medicine, and 
balm to your own mind. ^ 

While 
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*t\rjiile Mr Fen ton fpokc, the mufcles 
^f Harry cxpreffive tountenance, like ah 
rqually tuned inftrunient, uttered uni- 
ibns to every word he heard. 

From this day forward, Harry and Ned,! 
by turns were frequently out on the 
thatch ; and often fingle, or in pairs, or 
by whole families, Harry would take in a 
poor father and mother, with their help- 
'lefs infants, driven perhaps from houfe 
cr home, by fire, or other misfortune, 
or oppreffive landlord, orTuthlefs credi* 
tor ; and having warmed, and fed, and 
clothed, and treated the old-ones as his 
parents, and the little-ones as his brothers 
and fifters, he would give them additional 
money for charges on the road, and fend 
them away the happieft of all people ex^ 
cept himfelf. 

By this time, Mr Fenton had inquired 
into the circumflances and chara<Aers of 
all the poor in the town and throughout 
the precinfts ; aird having refuted or con- 
firmed the intelligence he had received,, 
by a perfonal inlpeclton and vifit from 
houfe to houfe, and having made entries 
of all fuch as he deemed real objcfts and 
'worthy of his beneficence, he invited the 
heads of the feveral families to take a ding- 
ier with him, every Sunday, at his hall. 
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On the following Sanday, there came 
about thirty of thefe Tifitant^, which numii. 
ber foon'iiicreafed to fifty weekly gaefts^ 

On enterin^^ they found the cloth ready- 
fpread, and Mr JameSy having counted 
heads, laid a crown, in filver, upon every^ 
plate; which fiift courfe was a moft rc-^ 
Ijfliing {auce to all that foUi)wcd. A plen-* 
tiiul dinner was then introduced, and the 
gucfts being feated, Mr Fenton, Hariy^. 
Ned, and the four domeflics attended,, 
and difpofed themfelves in a manner the 
sioll ready to fupply the wants of the com- 
pany. The guefis, all abaflied and con- 
founded at what they faw, fat, fome time, 
ynih open mouth, and unfwallowed vie- 
tuals, much lefs did they prefume to ap« 
ply to the waiters for any article they 
wanted ; till,' being encouraged and fpi-» 
xited up, by the chearfulncls, eafe, and 
readinefs of their attendants, they became^ 
by degrees, quite happy and jovial ; and, 
after a faturating meal and an enlivening 
cup, they departed, with elevated fpiiits, 
with bumanized manners, and with hearts 
warmed in aSedion toward every mem- 
ber of this extraordinary houfe. 

By the means of this weekly bounty, 
thefe reviving families were foon enabled 
to clear their little debts to. the chandlerS||^ 

which had compelled them to , take up 

every 
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^very thing at the deareft hand. They 
were alfo further 'enabled to purchafe 
wheels and other implements, with thsr 
materials of fl^x and wool, for employ- 
ing the late idle hands of their houfehold. 
They now appeared decently clad, and 
with happy countenances; their wealth 
4ncreafcd with their induftry ; and the 
product of the employment of fo many 
late ufelefs members became a real accef- 
fion of wealth to the. public. So true it 
is, that the jprofperity of this world, and 
of every nation and ibclety thcreid, de- 
pends folely on the induftry or manufac- 
tures of the individuals. And fo much 
more nobly did this private patron act, 
than all ancient legiflators, or modem 
patrons, and landlords ; whofe felfifhncfs^ 
if they had but common cunning, or com- 
mon fenfe, might inftrudl them, to in- 
creafe their proper rents, and enrich their 
native country, by fupplying the hands 
of all the poor, within their influence,, 
with the implements and materials of the 
profperity of each. 

In the mean time, Mrs Hannah daily 
inftrufted the children in the reading of 
Englifli: neither wasMrFenton inatten- 
tive to atiy means that mi^ht preferve and 
promote the health, a^ion, and corpo* 
ral excellencies of his little champion. 
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He had a large lawn, behind his gaiv^ 
den; and hither he fumtaoned, three 
times in every week, all the boys of th6 
vicinage, who were between two years 
advanced above the age of our hero* Td 
thefe he appointed premiums forfootrballj 
hurling, wreftling, leaping, running, cud- 
.gelHng, and buffing. But the championa 
were enjoined to inveft their Efts with, 
little mufBers, infomuch, that, how great? 
forver their vigour might be, the bruifes^ 
that they gave flopped fhort of mortality. 

Nr,w, tliough thefe premiums were air 
xnoft tmiverfajly adjudged to the party of- 
which Harry then happened to be a memv 
ber, or, indmdually, to himfelf for hi$ 
'fingle prowefs and pre-eminence; yet, he 
never would confent to bear the prize 
'from the field ^ but, either gave it to 
fome favourite amon^ thofe with whonj 
he had been affociated, or to the patti- 
eular champion whom he had worfted ia 
conteft ; for he felt the fhame and defeajt 
of his mortified adyerfary,^ and confoling- 
ly hinted at the injufticc of the judges^ 
and reformed their error by the, reftorar 
tion of the reward. 

One day, while Harry was watching to 

intercept poor travellers, ^s eagerly as. a 

fowler watches for the riflng of his game; 

he heard a plaintive volce^ behind thfi 

hedgcj. 
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l^edge, as he thou'glifv in the pppofite 
^eld. He flew^acrofs the road, and, pafl- 
ing through a fmall turnftile, foon found 
the unhappy objects he fought for. He- 
ftood, for fome time, like a ftatue, and 
his compaffion became too- ftrong tot' 
tears or utterance : but, fuddenly turn- 
ing, and flying back again, he ruflied,. 
with precipitation, into the room where 
Mr Fenton was writing a letter. What 
is the matter, faid Mr Fenton, ftarting^ 
what has frighted you, my Harry/ whafr 
makes you look fo pale ? To this Harry 
replied not, but catching hold of his handy* 
and, pulfing with all his force, O come,» 
&ys he, O come, dada, and fee. 

^Mr Fenton then got up, and fuflPered^ 
fcimfelf to be led where the child pleafed 
to conduft him^ without anothtt* word^ 
l^ing a&ed or anfwered on either fide. 

When they were come into the fielxfy 
Mir Fenton obferved a man fitting on the* 
ground. His cloaths ieemed, from head 
to foot, as the tattered remainder of bet** 
ter days. Through a fqualid wig, and' 
l>eard, his pale face appeared juft tinftu- 
tcd with a faint and fickly red.- And his 
tioUow eyes were fixed upon the face of 
a woman, whofe head he held on his* 
knees; and who looked to be dead, or 
dying, though without any apparent ago^ 
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ay ; whil^ a msde infant; about four yeaxm^* 
of agey.wa&half firetched on the ground^ 
and half acrofsthe woman's lap, with its 
.little nofepincked by famine, audits eyef 
.fiaiing about, wildly, though without 
•atteiition-to any things. Dlftrefs feemed 
to have expended its utmofl bit tern efs oa 
thefe obje^s,. and the lafi figh^and tear 
to have been> already exhaufted. 

Unhappy man, cried Mr Ecn ton, pray;» 
who or what are you ? To which theftrapr 
ger faintly replied, without lifting hig 
eyes. Whoever you may be, difturb not 
the laft hour of tbofc. wLo^Yifli to be at.: 
peace. , 

Run, Harry, fays Afr Fenton, defira* 
all the^^ fervants to came to me, imme-- 
diately ; and bid Mrs Hannah bring fome 
hartfliorn and a bottle of cordial. 

Away flew Harry, lifce feathered McD' 
cury, on his God-like errand.. Forth if- 
fued Mr James, Frank, and Andrew*^ 
and laft came Mrs Hannah, with the 
houfe-maid and cordials. 

Hannah fit)oped,^ in hafte, and applied 
bartfhorn to the nofe of the woman, who 
appeared wholly infeniible. After fome 
time, her bofom heaved with a long-riiing 
andfubfiiiing flgb, and her eyes feebly 
opened, and immediately clofed again. 
Then Hannah and tlxc hoi^e-noiaid, raiiing 

her 
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Imx gently between them; got a little of 
. the cordial into her mouth, ,and bending 
her backward, they obferved that fbe 
. fwallowed it. Then James, Frank, An- 
drew, and the houfe-maid, joining their 
, forces, lifted her up, and bore her, as 
eafy as poilible, toward the houfe. While 
JHarry caught up her infant, as a pifmire 
does its favourite embryo, in a time of 
diftrefs, in order to lodge it in a place of 
prote^ion and fafety. . -_, 

In the mean time, Mr Fenton and Mrs 
Hannah put their hartfhorn, with great 
tendemefs^ to the noftrils of the flranger,^ 
and requeued him to take a iip of * the 
cordial: but he, turning up his dim 
though cxpreffive eyes, feebly cried, Aue 
you a man or an angel? and dire&ly faiafe- 
edaway*. 

They rubbed his temples with the fpi^- 
rits, and did their utmoft to recover him ; 
but a fudden guil of grateful paffion had 
proved too ftrong.fer his conftitucion. 
On the return of the fervants he was alfo 
carried in. ^ A phyfician was, inftantly, 
fent for ; beds were provided and warm- 
ed, in hafte ; the new guefts were, all, 
gently, undreft and laid therein ; and» 
being compelled to fwallow a little fack- 
whey, they recovered to a kind of Ian- 
^uid Xcnfibility, . 

The 
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The phyfician gave it> aB his opiiiioiiv 
that this unhappy family were reijuced tO' 
their preient ftate, by cxeefe o^ grief an<t 
-famine } that nouii&ment (hould be ad-^ 
MDinifiered in veryfmali proportions ; and^ 
that they ihould be kept an ^ukt a pof< 
£i Je, for a fortnight at kaft. 

While all imaginable care is taking for 

the recovery of thefe poor people, we 

.beg leave to reti^ra to the affairs of 

IprotedorSi 
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Friend .. A plague upon your rettif n f 
This is juft like a man in wboiie company 
t once travelled ; we were advanced oa 
tmi journey, rn a fair and happy road, 
when he took it into his head to ride back 
again, in fearch of an old glove. Here 
you have raifcd my cuFiofity to the high- 
.eft, and equally diArtifed me in favour of 
this unhappy family, when, in the in- 
fiant, you fly off from the fatisfadion ex- 
peded. But here a-fo, 1 prefume, yati» 
are upon honour ; you are intruded with 
. fecrets, and would not for the world be«> 
ti;ay them to your readers. 

Author. Sir, you ncver.were more 
traltaken. I know nothing at all of thefe 
f coble's afiaixsr As loou as they are a^I^ 

they 
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ihty wiltfpcafc' for themfelvcs. I know 
of no advantage that they can get by thek 
jUence, whatever they may derive from 
your compaffion and gcnerofity by telhng 
their cafe. But the doftor, for the pre- 
Jfcnt, will not permit them. — Proceed, my 
friend, I pray you. Youi: patience witt 
have but a very fhort triaL 



CTH A.P. VK 

ABOUT a month, before this, Mfc 
Fen ton had engaged one Mr Vio- 
dex, the fchoolmafter of tac town, to come 
for an hour every evening, and initiate 
.the two boys in their Latin gram mac 
JBut, he had a fpecial caution given him^ 
with refpc6i to the generous difpofition of 
our hero, which was faid to be induced to 
do any thing, by kindnefs; but to be 
hardened and roufed into oppolition by 
Jfc verity. 

In about ten days after the late adven- 
ture, Mr. Fenton was called to London, 
where he was detained about three weeks, 
in fettling his books with his Dutch cor- 
refpondents ; and in calling in a very large 
arrear of intereft, that was due to him 
U£on hia depoilts in the fuads. 
t. During 
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During his abfence, Mr Vindex tegaa 
to aflume a more expanded authority^ and 
gave a freer fcopc to the furly terrors of 
hk ftation. 

Ned was, by nature, a very lively, but 
irery petulant boy ; and when Vindex re- 
|)rov^ him v^ith the imperial brow and 
voice of the great Mogul, Ned caft upon 
him an eye of fuch fignificant contempt, 
as no fubmiffions or fuflferings, on the 
part of the offender, could ever after cora- 
penfate. 

The next day, Mr Vindex returned, 
^doubly armed, with a monftrous biich- 
Tod in one hand, and a ferule in the other. 
The firft he hung up, in terrorem^ as a 
meteor is {aid to hang in the heavens, 
threatBing future cailigation to the chii* 
^^ren of men* The fecond he held, as de- 
termined upon prefent adion ; nor was he 
unmindful of any hook, whereon to hang 
la fault, fo that, travelling from right to 
left and from left to right, he fo warmed 
the hands of the unfortunate Edward, as 
ruined the funny oeconomy of his coun- 
tenance, and reduced him to a difagree* 
able partnerihip with the afflided. 

On the departure of Vindex, though 
Ned's drollery was difitiayed, his refent- 
xncnt was, by no means, eradicated : finr 
the principle of Ned was whglly agreeable 

to 
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to the motto o£ a very noble efcutcheon p 
znd Nemo me impune lacejitf was a maxir 
im of whofe ii]3Lpropiiet/ not Saint Aii«' 
thony, himfeif, -could perfuade him» 

All night he lay rurainatingt and brood« 
ing en mifchief in his imagination ; and, 
having formed the outlines of his plan to-* 
ward mornings he began to chuckle^ and 
comfort himfelf, and exult in the execu- 
tion* He, then, revealed his project to 
his bedfellow, Mr James, who was greatly. 
tickled therewith, and promifed to join 
in the plot« 

Full againft the portal that opened up-^ 
on the fchool-room, there flood an anci- 
ent and elevated chair, whofe form was 
fufficiently expreflive of its importance* 
Mr Vindex had fele45):ed this majefiic piece 
of furniture, as alone fuitable to the dig* 
nity of his exalted ftation : for he judi- 
doufly coniidered, that, if Thrones - and 
Benches were taken from among men, 
there would be an end of all dominion 
and juilice upon earth. 

Through the centre of the feat of this 
chair of authority^ Ned got Mr James 
to drill a finall hole, not dtfcernible^ ex«, 
cept on a very minute fcrutiny. He then 
provided a cylin(hrical flick of about fix 
inches in length, to one end of which he 
failened a piece of Icadt and, iu the other '^ 
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tnd he fixed the head of a large needle* 
This needle had been a glover's, of afp* 
proved metal, keen, and polifhed, and 
threerfquare towaid the point, for a quick 
aiid ready penetration of tough leather. 
He, next, fattened two fmall cords, tranf* 
verfly, to the leaden extremity of the 
jBck ; and, James afiifting, they turned 
the chair with the bottom upward, and' 
tacked the four ends of the cords, in 
fuch a manner, as aniwered to the four 
cardinal points of the compafs ; while the 
Hick remained fufpended in an upright 
tiiredion, with tlie point of the needle 
juft fo far through the drill, as put if 
upon a level with the furface of the feat. 
Laftly, they fattened a long aad well 
waxed thread about the middle of the 
ftick, and, drawing this thread over the 
tapper rung, they dropped the end of it 
jufl under Ned's ftool, and replaced the 
feat of learning in its fbrmer pofition. 

Greatly did Ned parade it, when, on 
trial, he found that his machine anfwtred 
to a miracle; for^ the fiick being reUrain* 
cd from any motion, iave that in a direo-' 
tion to the zenith, on the-flighteft twitch 
of the thread, the needle inftantly mount- 
led four fixrhs of two inches above the 
furface of the feat, and was as quickly re« 
cftlkd by the jrevulfion of tht 4ead. 
: • At 
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. At the appointed hour of magifterisd 
approach, in comes Mr Vindex. Mailer 
flarry and I9ed are cadled. Each feiai^s 
l[iis book ; and takes his feat as urual in a 
Une, nearly diagonal to the right and 
left corner of the chair of authority. Mr 
yinde:^!^ aiTumes the throne. But, fcarce 
was he down, when Ned gives the pre* 
nieditated intimation to his piercer, and 
Tjp bounces Vindex, and gives two or 
three capers, as though he had been fud<^ 
<lenly ftung by a tarantula. He fiares 
mildly about ; puts his hand behind him, 
Ifv^ith a touch of tender condolance ; re? 
turns to the chair; peers all over it with 
-eyes of the moll prying infpe£tiQn ; but^ 
pot trufting to the teftimony of his ogcu- 
lar fenfe, in a ctfe that, fo very feelingly, 
refuted its evidence, he moved his fingers 
ever and over every pirt of the furface j 
|)Ut tbund all fmooth and fair, in fpite o£ 
the late feniible demonftration to the con* 
trary, ^ , , 

Down again, with flow caution, fub^dr 
ed Mr Vindex, reconnoitring the pre* 
mifles, to the right hand, and to theleft* 
. As his temper was not, now, in th^ 
moft dulcet difpofition, he, firfl, Rooked 
fternly at Ned, and, then turniijg toward 
Harry, with an eye that fought occaiioii. 
for preient quarrel, hequcIUoned him^ 

y OL» I* R morofcly. 
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morofcly, on fomc articles of his leffont 
■when Ned, not enduring fuch an indig- 
nity to the patron of his life and fortunes, 
gave a fecond twitch, with better will, 
and much more lively than the firft ; and 
up, again, fpruhg Vindex, with redotibled 
vigour and adion, and bounded, plungedt 
and pranced about the room, as bewitch- 
ed. He glared, and fearched all about 
with a frantic penetration, ^nd pored 
into every corner for the vifible or in* 
vifible perpetrators of thefc mifchiefs. 
He now began to imagine that fome devit 
wanted a pincufhion, and propofed no 
Other for the purpofe, than his capacious 
snateriaK 

In this thought he retreated to the next 
chamber, firipped off his clothes, his 
Ihoes, and breeches, and, to know whe* 
ther a lodgment had been duty made, *he 
groped for the heads of the fuppofed 
weapons* He next fearched his breeches, 
and every fkirt and pofierior fold of coat 
and waiflcoat. But, finding the coaftg 
clear of any enfigns of hoftility, he wri-* 
thed and twifted his head and eyes to this 
jj^de and to that, to difcern, if poffible, the 
devafiations that had been made in the 
iield of honour ; when, hearing a little 
tittdr in the neighbouring fchool room, 
he began to fmeil afox^ anddreifing hiin- 

felf 
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felf again, with a malignant determina- 
tion of better note for the future, he re- 
turned with a countenance of difTenibled 
iplacability, and, refuming his chair, be* 
gan to examine the boys, with a voice ap<- 
parently tuned by good-temper and aiFec'^ 
tion. 

During this fhort ferene, poor Ned hap- 
pened to make a little trip in his rudn 
ments ; when Vijidex turned, and cried 
,to our hero. Mailer Harry, my dear, be 
Xo kind as to get up and reach me yoa 
ferule. 

Thefc words had not fully paffed the 
lips of the lucklejTs preceptor, when Ned 
plucked the firing with his utmofl force, 
and Vindex thought himfelf, at leafl:^ 
impaled on the fpot< Up he ihot, once 
spore, like a fudden pyramid of fiiame# 
The ground could no longer retain him^ 
he foared aloft, roared, raved, curfed, and 
fwore, like a thoufand infernals. While 
Ned, with an afped of the mofl condoling 
hypocrify, and words broke by a tone 
of mourning, tenderly inquired of his 
ailments. 

Vindex turned upon him an eye of 
jealous malignity, and taking a fuddeja 
thought, he flew to the fcene of his re^ 
peated inflidion, and turning up the bot- 
tom of the feat of pain, this complicated 

. ■ ' R i ' ' effort 
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effort of extraordinary genius lay rcvcalcc^ 
and expofcd to vulgar contempktibn» 

He firft examined minutely into the 
parts and conftru^ion of this wonderful: 
machinery, whofe efficacy he ftill fo feel- 
ingly recollefted. He then drew the- 
firing, and admired, with what a piercing: 
agility the needle could be aduated by fa 
difiant a hand. And laftly, and delibe- 
rately, he tore away, piece by piece, the^ 
whole compofition,as hi? rafcally brethren,, 
the Turks, have alfo done, in their anti- 
pathy to all the monuments of arts, ge^ 
uius, and learning, throughout the earth. 

In the mean while, our friend Edward 
fat trembling and frying in his Ikin. AlL 
his drollery had forlaken him ; nor had he 
a fingle caft of contrivance, for. cvading^ 
the mountain of mifchiefs that he faw im- 
pending.. How indeed could he palliate?: 
what had he to hope or plead in mitiga- 
tion of the penalty ? where, in the pariy^ 
fo highly offended, he law his judge and. 
his executioner. 

Mr Vindex had now the ball wholly 
at his ovirn foot ; and, that Ned was ever 
to have hi« turn again, was a matter no 
way promifed by prefeat appearances. 

Vindex, at length, looked fmilingly 
about him with much fun in his face, but 
more vengeance at bis heart* Mr £d- 
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trard, fa!d he^ perhaps yot> are not yet 
apprized of the juftice of the Jewifli lawsv 
that plaim an eye for an eye, and a breech 
for a breech ; but 1, my child, will fully 
inftruifk you in the fitnefs and propriety 
of them. 

Then, reaching; at the rod, he feized 
his fhrinking prey, as a kite trufles a ro- 
bin ; he laid him, like a little fatck, acrofsr 
his own ftool i off go the breeches ; and 
with the left hand he holds him down,' 
while the right is laid at him with the ap« 
plication of a woodman^ who refolves to* 
ctear part of the foreft before noon. 

Harry, who was no way privy to the 
ipaachination of the needle, now approach- 
ed, and interpofed in behalf of his unhap- 
py fervant. He petitioned, he kneeled»' 
be wept ; but his prayers and tears were 
cafi to the winds and the rocks, till Vin- 
dex had reduced th« pofteriors of poor 
l^ed, to a plight little di£l[erent from' thofe^ 
of Saint Bartholomew. 

Mr Vindex jullly deemed, that he had^ 
*ow given a leffon of fuch ample inftiruc- 
ii'iU, as might diipenfe with his- prefence^* 
lor fome days at leait 

In the mean time,- the fcalpihg of NcdV 
bottom held him confined to his bed,> 
pkoio he had full time aioid iexiuf e to con-' 

R'^ j> tffiveV 
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trivc, with on« end, ajuft and worthy r€«^ 
tribution for the fuflFerings of the other. - 
Harry went often to fit aad condole 
with Med, in this the feafon of his cala*- 
mity ; and, as he had now Gonceived a.^ 
drong averfion to the pedagogue, on ac- 
count of his barbarity, he offered to aflifbi 
his friend in any mcafurcs deemed ade- 
quate to the flripes and injuries he had^ 
received, 

. The houfe of Mr Vindex was a large 
and old faihioned building, with a fteep> 
flight of ftone-fiairs, and a fpacious ]and<^- 
ing-placehefore the door. Ned was agaio-v 
on his legSi the night was excefiive darkf. 
and the family of the preceptor had jufe 
finiihed an early fupper. 

About thi& time a gentle rapping was- 
heard ;. and a iervant opening the door» 
looked this way, and that way, and called 
out repeatedly to knaw who was there y^ 
but no voice replying^ he retired and fhut 
all to again, bcarce was he re-entered 
when he hears rap, rap, rap, rap» Thc^ 
fellaw'ft anger was now kindled, and,^ 
opening the door fuddenly, he bounced 
out at once,in order tofeize the run*away ;: 
but, leeing no creature, he began to feeL 
a coming chilnefs, and his liairs to ftir,. 
as though each had gofe the life o£ an eeL 
Back he flunky closed the door with the 
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greateft tendcrodTs, andxrept down to re- 
veal a icantling of his fears to his fello>vs 
in the kitchen. 

Now, though men and maids laughed ' 
heartily at the apprehenfions of Hodge» 
they yet refented this infult on their houfey. 
as they called it ; and, getting all up to-^ 
gether in a group, they flily crouded be- 
hind the door, with the latch in one of - 
their hands, ready to iflue, in an infiant^ > 
and deteft the delinquents. • 

They were not fufiered to freeze^^ 
Knock, knock,, knock, knock, knock#^^ 
Open flies the door, and out ruih the icr* 
vants. Nothing appeared. They all ftood 
filent, . and aftoniihed beyond meafure.- 
Some, however, with outward bravade. 
but inward tremblings, went fearching , 
along the walls and behind the polls ior^ 
fome lurcher. Again they gatnered to 
the landing-place, and flood whiffrcriogly 
debating what tfiis might be : uhen, to 
the inexprcflible terror and dilcomhture- 
of all prefent^.. the fpontaneous knocker ^ 
aflumed iudden life and motion, and ^ave 
filch a peal and alarm to their eyes and^ 
6ars, as put every fenfe and refolution to - 
t^he rout ; and in they rufhed again, one 
6n the back of the other, and clapped to 
the door, as in the face of a hoft of pur« 
filing D2anonf« 

Mr 
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Mr Vind€x and his lady, for fome tiflitf 
jpaft, had been fitting oppofite, and nodi- 
ding over a fire in the back- parlour, where 
they returned each other's falute, with thcf 
greateft good manners and punduality 
imaginable. He now flatted, on hearing 
the rufiling in the hall^ and angrily called 
to know what was the matter* * 

Vindex, from the prejudice of educa- 
tion during his infancy, bad conceived the 
utmofi fpight to ail fpeftres and hobgob- 
lins, infomuch that he wifli^d to deprive' 
them of their very exiftencc^ and labour^ 
,. ed to perfuade himfelf, as well as others^ 
of their non entity ; but faitli proved, too^ 
ilrong within him, for all bis verbal pa« 
Fade of avowed infidelity^ 

While the fervants, with pale faces and 
Ihort breathy made their relation, the ma« 
giftenal philofopher did fo fneer, and con- 
temptuouily tofs this Way and t'other, and 
threw himielf back in fuch afiTeded fits of 
laughter]^ as nothing could be like it;; 
till bouncing at the found of another 
peal, he muftered the whole family, board-^ 
ers and all, to about lev en teen in num*^ 
Kt, together with madam Vindex, who 
would nor be left fble : andiuiw they ap-' 
peaicd fuch an army as was fuiHcient to'' 
lace any fingle devil^ at leaft ; and forth^ 

they 
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Jhey iffued, and filled the landing-place,, 
leaving the door on the jar. 

Here, Mr Vindex turned^ and, with 
his face toward the knocker, thus addxclt 
cd the affembly* 

My honeft, but fimple friends, quoth 
he, can any thing perluade you, that a 
fpirit, or ghoft, as ye call it, a breath, or 
being of air, a fomething or nothing, 
-that is neither tangible, nor vifible, can 
Jay hold of that which is ? Or are ye fuch 
ideots as to imagine, that yon knocker,, 
(for he did not yet venture to touch it) a 
fubftance of folid and molten brafs, with- 
out members or organs, or any internal 
lyflem or apparatus for the purpofe, caa 
yet be endued with will, defign, or any 
-kind of intelligence, when the leaft loco- 
motive faculty, in the meaneft reptile, 
muft, of neceffity, be provided widi a& 
infinitely varied mechanifm of nervea,. 
tubes, refervoirs, levers,and pulleys for the 
nonce. 1 ihould dilcredit my own fenles^^ 
on any appearance contrary to fuch pat* 
pable demonftration. In all lights-Soft-— 
break we off^-look where it comes again i 
——For, in this inftant of affirmation, lb 
peremptory and conclufive, the knocker, 
as in contempt and bitter deipight to phi- 
lofophy, fo loudly refuted every fy liable 
of the premifcs, as left neither time nor 

incUnatioa^ 
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inclination to Vindex, for a reply ; but^' 
ruihing defperately forward » he burft ia 
at the portaly with fuch as had prefence 
of mind to take advantage of the open- 
ing; andy turning again,, and fliutting the 
door violently in the face of half his fa- 
mily, he ran and threw himfelf into his 
chair, in an agony of fpirits. 

The fervants and boarders, whom Vin- 
dex had fliut out, not abiding to flay ia 
prefence of the objeft of their terrors^ 
tumbled, in a heap, down the ftairs, and 
gathering themfelves up again, ran di- 
verfly to communicate to all their neigh- 
bours and acquaintance, the tidings of the 
inchanted knocker. Their c#ntagioiis 
looks and words g&ve the pannic through- 
out ; but curiouty prevailing above ap- 
prehenfion, the town began to gather, 
though firft in thin parties, and at a cau- 
tious diftance ; till the crowd, increafing, 
took heart and refolution from number, 
. and venturing up a ftep or two of the 
ftairs, and being fiill prefied and urged 
forward by new comers from behind, they 
at length filled the whole flight and the 
landing-place, and one of them growing 
bola enough to lift his hand toward the 
knocker, the knocker generoufly convin- 
ced inm that n& aifiilance was wanting. 
Rap, rap, rap, rap. Kap, rap, rap, rap* 
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Rap, rap» rap, rap. Back recoil the fore- 
moft ranks, cafting pflF and tumbling over 
the ranks behind No one flayed to give 
help or hand to friend or brother ; but, 
fifing or fcrambling oflF on all fours, each 
made the beft of his wa:y to the firft afy- 
lum ; and, in lefs than ten feeonds, there 
was not a moufe ilirring throughout the 
ftreet. 

If I had the ill-nature of fuch authors 
as love to puzzle, I alfo might leav^ the 
foregoing iEnigma to be folved, or rather 
made more implicit, ih fuch ways as phi- 
lofophy might happen to account for it ; 
but, in compaffion to the pains of a la- 
bouring imagination, I chufe to deliver 
my reader, with all poflible eafe and dif- 
patch. 

The fact is, that thefe aftonifhing and 
tremendous phenomena, that difcomfited 
a little city, alarmed the country rounds 
and refufcitated the ftories and legends of 
the old women of^ all the parifhes from 
Barnet to London, were the whole and fole 
contrivance of our hero's petulant found- 
ling, during a n\ghtly lucubration. 

Ned had accordingly imparted his plaa 
of operations to Harry, and Harry had 
engaged Mrs Hannah in the plot. 

Now, Mrs Hannah had a houfe in a 
Barrow part of the ftreet^ juft oppofite to 

that 
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that of Ml Viadesc, where h<ir niece w^ 
a^ old fervant re£ded« This houfe wm 
narrow, but of tfec height of four fibriesi 
and^ on the laid memorable Bight* Ned 
dropped the «nd of a bottom of fmall 
twine from the garret Mrindow, whiclt 
Hannah took acrofs the.way, and fafienedjL 
with a double knott to the knocker of 
Vindex's door. And now it is twenty ta 
one, that if Vindex's family and the reft 
of the neighbourhood had been even thu^ 
far let into the fecret,they would nothavQ 
been altogether fo much alarmed at the 
fonfequences* 

. I have read of generals who could gain^ 
but net maintain^ conquells ; and of wo^ 
men who could keep all fecrets but their 
own. Thui it happened to Ned. Hia^ 
Vanity was, at leaft, on a level with his in- 
genuity ; he was lo elated with the fuccedi 
of his recent ilratagem, that he boafted 
4>f it to fome, and, halt whifpercd it to o- 
thers, till it came to the ears of the much 
e:S:afperated Vindex. Vindex, in the firft 
heat and very boil of his paffions, matches 
up a huge rod, juft cut from that tree 
whofe bare name firikes terror through 
^U our feminaries of learning, and taking 
with him one of his boarders, he marches 

4iredly diown to the houfe ot Mr Fentoa, 
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«fiid thus fcmnidably arintd> he enters 
the fatal fchooWoom. 

Ned, by great good fortunfe for him- 
felf, was then abfent : but our hero hap- 
pening to be there, Vindex inftailtly fhut 
the door and called him to talk. 

Mafter Harry, fays he, did you know 
any thing of the ilrange knocking at my 
dopr, latt Tuifday night? To this que- 
fiion, Harry, who was too valiant to be 
tempted to tell a lie through fear, with- 
out hesitation, anfwered in the af&rma- 
tivc. You did, firrah, replied the peda- 
gogue 1 and you have the impudence al- 
fo, to confcfs it to my face ? Here, Jacky^ 
down with his breeches^^ and horie him 
for me direftly. 

Jack was a lufty lubberly boy, about 
ten years of age, and fioopitig to unbut<- 
ton Harry^ accorcting to order, pur hero 
gave him fuch afudden fift in the mouthy 
as dafhed in two of bis teeth, that then 
happened to be mouUing, and fet him a 
crying and bleeding in a piteous manner. 
Vindeij^then rofe into ten- fold fury^ and 
took our hero in hands himfeif ; and, not-^ 
withflanding that he cu£fed and kicked, 
and fought it moft manfully, Vindex, at 
length, unbuttoned his breeches, and fet 
liim,*^ in due form, on the back of his 
/boarder. 

¥oL«Jt S The 
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The Pedagogue, at firft, gave him the 
three accuftomed ftrokes, as hard as he 
-could draw. So much, my friend, fays 
he, is for your awn &are of the burden ; 
and now tcU me, who were your confe- 
derates and ' abettors* in this fine plot f 
That I will never tell you, deliberately 
aind refolutely anfwered our hero. W hat, 
jhall I be bullied and out- braved, replied 
the frantick fayage, by fuch a one as you ? 
You little ftubborn villain, I will flea you 
alive, I will carbonade you on the fpot* 
So faying, he laid at him, as though he 
had been a flieaf of wheat ; while Harry, 
indignantly, endured the torture, and, 
holding in his breath, that he might not 
give Vindex the fatisf action of a groan, 
he determined to perifli rather than betray* 

In the mean time, Ned, had peeped in 
at the key-hole, and, fpying the fituation 
and plight of his loved patron, he ran to 
Mrs Hannah and imparted the horrid 
tidings. Hannah rofe, with all the wrath 
of Tifiphone in her countenance, and, fly- 
ing to the fchool-room, flie ruihed violent- 
ly againft the door, burft it open in a 
twinkling, and fpringing forward, fatten- " 
ed every nail flie had m the face and eyes 
of Vindex, and tore away and ciifled at 
a fearful rate. Jack, ^t this period, had let 
his rider to the ground j when Harry^ 

CatchiQg 
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Citching at a fword that hung againft a> 
wainfcut, whipt it down, and drawing it' 
from th^ (heath as quick as lightening, he> 
£prung at Vindex, ia order to run him 
through the body; but, happily, not hav- 
ing had the patience to put up his breeches, 
they trammelled him in his advance, and> 
be fell prollrate with the fword, in his 
hand, which reached the leg of the Peda- 
gogue, and gave him a flight wound, juft 
as he was endeavouring to make his way 
through the door. Jack had already 
made his efcape, and the mauled precep- 
tor fcampered after, with his ears much? 
better warmed, and his temper better 
cooped, than when he entered-. 

Harry bore his misfortune with a fort 
of.fuUen though ihamefaced philofophy«r 
But, every other member of this honour- 
able fanaily almoft adored him for the 
bloody proof that he had given of his 
virtue ; and vowed uupitying vengeanccf 
on the ungenerous Vindex. 

During the above tranfaftions, the 
firangers whom Mr Fenton had received 
into his houfe,had been tended with greats 
humanity, and were now on the reco« 
V, ry. 

Mr James, on converfing with the head 
of this little family, obferved that he waa 
an. exceeding fenfible pcrfon, and had 

S 2 provided 
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provided him with a decent, thougfei^ ciftr 
fuit of hislmafter's ; aiid had alfo, with the 
afliftance of Mrs Hannah, put his wife 
and little boy into clean and fee'nily ap-. 
parcl. 

As James's invention was on the rack to 
get adequate fatisfaction on the bafe fpi- 
nted Vifidex, he went to confult his new 
friend, who dropped a tear of gencrofity 
and admiration, on hearin^g the flory of 
Harry's heroifm and nobility of foul. 
' By his advicQ, Mr J^mes difpatched a 
aieiTenger to a druggiil at London, and 
to feveral other fiiops, for fundry appa- 
ratus ; and having all things in readinefs^ 
and Harry being now able to bear a pairt 
in the play, James fent a ftrange porter 
to Vindex, with compliniients from hiff 
loafter, as though he were juft come 
home, and requeiled to fpeak with him. 

Vindex, accordingIy,comes,and knocks. 
The door opens, he enters, and it infiantly 
ibuts upon him. He (hirts back with 
horror, as at the fight of Medufa. He 
perceives the hall all in black, without 
a fingle ray» fave what proceeded from a 
ficklyi lamp, that made the gloom viiible; 
He is fuddenly leized upon by two robuft 
devils covered over with painted flames. 
They drag him to the fchool-room-rbut 
O terror of terrors ! he knows the place of 

hia 
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fcts^priftine authority no more. He be- 
Uolds a hell more fearful thaa his fancy 
had yet framed. The ceiling feemed to 
be vaulted with ferpents, harpies, and hy- 
dras, that dropt livid fire. On one fide raa* 
Phlegeton, in waves of burning fulphur. 
And here, the Tifiphone, Maegara, and 
Aledo, of the heathens appeared to con- 
tend for frightfulnefs with Milton's Death 
.and Sin. Four fiends, and two little impsy 
at once laid their fangs upon him, and 
would have dragged him to the ground:- 
but the pedagogue was a fturdy athletic* 
fellow, and cuffed, and fcratched^ and 
roaredi i^ out moft manfully. The devil, 
however,, proving too ftrong for the fin- 
ner, he was caft proftrate to the earth;; 
and, being left, in retrofpeftioni as bare as? 
ftithcr Time, fome fat upon his fhoulders 
to keep hira down, while others, on each 
fidey alternately keeping, time like thcT 
threihers of barley, gave our fibgger fucif' 
a fcoring, as> imprinted en his memory,, 
to his laft ftate of magiftracy, a fellow^ 
feeling for the fufferingsf df petty delin*- 
quents* 

Being all out»ltt^athed iti tums', they re- 
mitted from their toil ; and, now, appeared 
to be a fet of the merricft devils that ever 
affociated. They fattened the doaths of 
^e-difconfolate Vindex about W neok^, 

S ^ withi 
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withhw own. garters ;. and». having mana^ 
ded his hands before him, they turned 
him Icofe to the ftreet.. While he, with 
a wonderful prefence of mind in the midft. 
of his terrors^ raifed hia hands, the bed: 
he co'uld^ to cover his face, and hurried 
homeward, judicioufly recolleding,. that 
forty-nine in fifty would have recognized! 

, the one end,, who would not recognize the: 
other^ efpecially in the prefent pickle. 
Wi thin a few day s after tfai&ad veq ture»« 

* Mr Eenton returned* At ihe ,fiift: fighti 
of one another, he and his Harry grew 
together lor near half an hour. He, then,., 
addreffed every member of his/amily, one 
^y one ; and^ with a famiiiaT goodne£s^ 
inquired after their feveral healths and 
concerns* He alfo afkcd after bis late 

. gueils, and deiired to fee them;, but on 
Mr Jacri^.i^s intimation, that he.had fome^- 

. what of confequecce to impart to him^.. 
tliey retired to the next room. 

Here, James made him a minute rwital! 
of the preceding adventures; and fet f orth^, 
in due contrail, the bafenefs and barbarity, 
of Vindex en the one part, and the unaf. 
fail able worthinefa of his Harry on the 
otiier;. while the praife of this cholen of 
the old gentleman's foul iiink, like the 
t»a m of Gilead, upon his pounded mind,^ 
andalmoil eradicated every memorial of. 

foraxcn 
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Ibrmer g:rtef^ and planted a new ipring of 
bope and joy in their roo^ 

The taWe being fpread for dinner, Mp 
Benton fent to defire that^ the firanger 
and his littk faitiily fliould join company. 
They eame, according to order ; but en- 
tered , evidently overcome ^itb a weight: 
af ibamls and giratitude too grievous to< 
be borne^ 

Mr Fehton faw their oppreilioh, and; 
felt the: whole burden upon his own flioul- 
ders. He accordingly was interefted and 
folicitous in the removal^ which be eilect^ 
ed.with all that addrefsof which his hu* 
inanity had made him a^ finished mafter. 

Through the enfoldings of>the ftran- 
ger's modefty, Mr7enton difcerned many 
things preceding the vulgar rank of men.- 
Mr Clement; faid he, I am aftonifhed, be- 
yond meafure, that a perfon of letters^ as 
.you are, and who: has fo niuch of the 

gentleman in his perlon and manner»> 
kould yet be reduced to fuch extremity 
in a Cbriftian country,, and among a^ 
people dillinguilhed for their humanity. 
There muft.be fomething very fingular 
and extraordinary in your cafe : and this 
night, if you are at leifure, and that the 
i^cital is not difagreeaole to you, yoUi 
wauld oblige me by ypur ftory, 

-Sir>j 
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* SiFj. anfwcrcd Mr Clement, fince. mf^ 
fifeisyoursy you,hav«farely, aright to am ^ 
account of your property. Whenever you 
think proper, I- will cheerfully obey youi^ 
. Mr Fenton now rofe, and ftepped into 
towny and callingupon a neighbour whom* 
he took to the tavern, he fent for Mr Vin-^ 
dex^r who came upon the fummons. 

Mr Vindex, fays he, pray take your feat: 
1 am forry, Mr Vindex, for the treatment 
you have got in my houfe, and fiill forrier 
that you got it fo very defervedly. 

I have long thought, Mr Vindcx, that 
t^e method of ichoolnfnafters, in the in»- 
ftrudion.of our children, is altogether thf 
«cverfe of what it ought to be. They, 
generally lay hold on the human conft> 
tution, a» a pilot lays hold on the rudder 
of a (hip, by the tail, by the iingle motive 
of fear alone.. 

Now, as fear ha» no concern with any 
thing but itfelf, it is the moft confined,, 
moil malignant, and thebafeft,tbough the 
firongjefi of all paffions. 

The party, who is pofldfed with it, 
will liften to nothing but the dilates of 
his own terror, ucu* fcruple any thing t^al 
inay cover him from' the evil apprehended. 
He will prevaricate and lieJ; if that lie is 
4uefiioned,,he will vouch it by perjury;. 
2uu},. if he happens to do an injury, he- 

Willi 
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vfll be tempted to commit murder to 
prevent the tSe&s of refentment. 

Eear never was a friend to the love of 
God or man» to duty or confcienbe, truth,, 
probity, or honour. It, therefore, can 
sever make a good fubjedt, a good citizen^ 
or agoodioldier ; and, leaft of all, ^ good 
Chriftian ; except the devils, who believe 
and tremble, are to be accounted good 
ChrilHans. 

How very different is the leflbn which 
our mafter Christ teacheth, ^ho c©ra- 
snandeth u^, not to fear what man can da 
unto us ; to fmile at fieknefs and calami- 
ty,; to rife fuperior to pain and death; 
and to regard nothing; but as it leads to 
the goal of that immortality, which his 
gofpel has brought to light I 

Th^re is, Mr Vindex, but one occafion, 
wfaereit^ fear may be ufeful, infchools or 
common- wealths ; and that is, when it is 
placed as a guard againfl evil, and appears^ 
withitsinfigniaof rods, ropes, and axes* 
to deter all, who behold, from approach* 
ing thereto. 

But this, Mr Vindex, is far from being 
the fole occafion on which fchool- matters 
apply the motive ,of fear and caftigation* 
They ailociate the ideas of pain to thofe 
leffons and virtues which the pleafure of 
encQurageiuent ought alone to inculcate t 

they 
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they» yet more frequently, apply the !&&, 
foi theindulgenceotth^irowuweakneires^ 
and for the gratificatioa of the virulence 
of their own naughty pafiions: and i 
bave feen a giant of a Pedagogue, ravings 
raging, and foaming over a group of 
fluinking infants, like a kite over a- 
crouching parcel of young turkeys. 

There are, I admit, fome parents and 
preceptors, who annex other motives to* 
that of the rod: they promife money, 
gaudy clothes,andfweet-meats,tochildreii> 
and, in their manner of expatiating on the 
ufe and \alue of fuch articles]^ they oftea 
excite, in their little minds,^ the appetites 
of avarice, of vanity, and lenfuality : they^ 
alfofometimesaddthemotiveoiwhat:theyt 
call emulation, but which, in fa6t, is rank 
envy, by telling one boy how much hap- 
pier or richer, or finer, another is, thaiv 
himfelf. 

Now, though envy and emulation are 
often confounded, in terms ^ there are not 
two things more different, both in refpeA/ 
to their objed, and in reipedt to thei^ 
operation : the object of envy is tbeper- 
fon, and not the excellence, of any one ; 
but the objed: of emulation is excellence 
alone; as when Christ, exciting us to be 
emulous of the excellence of God himfelf, 
bids us be perfectj^ as our Father which i^ 

ia 



, The fool of QXJAUTT. atj 

In heaven is perfeft : the operation of 
^n vy is to pull others down ; but the aft 
of emulation is to exalt ourfelves to fome 
eminence or height propofed : the eyes 
of envy are fore and fickly, and hate to 
look at the light ^ but emulation has the 
eye of an eagle^ and foars, while it gazes 
in the face of the fun. 

Were tutors half as folicitous, through- 
out their academies, to make men of 
worth, as to make men of letters ; there 
are a hundred pretty artifices, very obvi- 
ous to be contrived and practifed for the 
purpofe. They might inilitute Caps of 
Shaffie, and Wreaths of Honour ia their 
fchools: they might have little medals, 
expreffive of particular virtues* to be fixed 
on the breaft of the atchiever, till forfeit- 
ed by default : and on the report of any 
boy's having pcrforined a fignal action of 
good- nature, friendfhip, gratitude, gcne- 
rofity, or honour; a place of eminence 
might be appointed for him to fit on, 
while all the reft of the fchool fliould bow, 
in deference, as they pafled. Sach arts, 
as thefe, I lay, with that diftinguiihing 
afiediion and approbation, which all per- 
fons ought to fliew to children or merit, 
would foon make a nevr nation of infants, 
and^ confequently, of men. 

Whea 
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I 

WhcD yoU| Mr Vindcx, iniquitoufl^ 
took upon you to chaftife my moil noblie 
and moft incomparable boy^ you firft 
%irbipt him for his gallant and ^eiierous 
avowal of the truth ; and next, you bar^ 
baroufly flead him, becaufe he refpfed to 
bt^tray thofe who had confided in his ia- 
tcgrity* 

. When I behold fo many fcouodrels 
walking openly throughout the land who 
areftyled your honour, and your honour ; 
and who impudently ufurp the inofi ex* 
alted of all charaders, the character of a 
gentleman ; I no longer wonder, when I 
reflect that they have been principled, or 
rather unprincipled, by fuch ^ tutors as 
Mr Vindex. 

The merry devils, Mr Vindex, who 
too^ you in hand, were not of a fpecies 
fo alienated from humanity, as you might 
imagine : they have, therefore^ appointed 
me their vehicle of fbme fmart*money in 
recompence, but defire no further ad- 
vantage from your cotnpany or inftruo^ 
tions. 

So faying, Mr Fenton put a purfe of 
five and twenty guineas into the hands of 
the Pieceptor, and withdrew without 
ijpeakinganother word. g 
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PRiENbi Upon my credit, this Mp^ 
fenton — I long to know fomethihg more 
of him--*hc is a fenfible kind of a man, 
and has given iM fome very valuable hints 
fipon education. But, may I be lb free 
with you as to drop fome general remarks 
upon the whole of what I have read ? 

Author. Free, Sir? — by all means— 
as free as you pleafe, to be fure ! — Believe 
me, you cannot do me a greater favour, 

Fr. Why, there's the plague ©n't now, 

f- you begin to kindle already.- Ah, 

^ere you authors to know the thoufandth 
part of the liberties that are taken behind 
your backs, you would learn to b«ar, with 
more humility, a gentle admonition, tho* 
uttered to your faces.— Few, indeed, have 
the generofity, or even humanity, to in* 
timate what they themfelves think, or 
what the world fpeaks of you. We are 
feldom over- forward to fay any thing that 
might give difpleafure to others, becaufe 
we Kke that others fliould be pleafed with 
ourfclves; but, in your ablence, we pay 
ourfelves largely for our taciturnity irt 
your prefence ; and I have often been in 
company, where the intimates and confi- 
dents of you authors, have depreciated 
ind ridiculed the very ^me paffajjes. 
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which they applauded with cries and claps 
in yoqr clofets. Ilic world, my friend, 
has fubftituted good manners in thie place 
of good nature; whoever confoims to the 
former is difpenfed with from any o|>fer- 
vance of the latter. ^ ShaH I add, (for the 
misfortune of you authors,) that there is 

' a fet of men, who, at once, difpenfe 
with common manners and common hu- 
manity. They go under the name 6£ 
critics; and muft be men of wealth, that 
the deference paid to fortune, may give 
a fort of fiamp and currency to the drefs 
of their erudition. In the ftrideft fenfe, 
indeed, they may be called Men of Let- 
ters, their ftudy as well as capacity being 
xe^ly confined to a juft or orthographi- 
cal difpofition of the alphabet. Their 
bufinefs is to reconnoitre the outworks of 
genius, «as they have no key to the gates 
of naturCiOr fentiment. They fnujGFfaults 
from afar, as crowd fcent carrion, and^e- 

Jight to pick, and to prey, ^nd to dwell 
upon them. They enter, like wafps, up- 
on the gardens of literature, not to re^ 
lHh any fragrance or felefl: any fweets, but 

' to pamper their malevolence with every 
thing that favours of ranknefs or o£Fence^ 
Happily for them, their (agacity does not' 
tend to the difcovery of merit j in fuch si 
f:afe, a work of geniUs would give them 

the 
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the fplcen for a month, or poffibly de- 
prefs their fpirits beyond recovery. 

To thefe high and dreaded lords judi- 
ciaries, the critics, authors deem it id- 
cumbent to fubmit the products of their 
lucubrations ; not in the profpecl of any . 
advantage from their advice or animad- 
verfions ; neither in the hopes of acqui- . 
ring their friendihip or patronage ; but 
merely to footh and deprecate the effects 
of their malignity. Accordingly, I have 
been prefent when fome of thefe diftators 
have been prefented with a manufcript, as 
with an humble petition j they have there- 
upon aflumed the chair, as a judge aflumes 
the bench when a criminal is called be- 
fore him, not in order to trial or hearing 
but to ientence and cattdemnatk)n. To 
' what fcenes of mortificaciou have I beea 
witnefs on fuch occafions I to what a flate 
^of abatementf of abafement, of annihi<«. 
lation, have thefe entertainers of the pift- 
blic been dejMrefled ? — « I am forry. Sir, 
<< to tell you, that this will not do,-«-a few 
^ attcaipts here and there, but that wiU 
•* not compenfate. — Here again, how in- 
<< judicious, abfurd, unpardonable !— 
<^ Lord, Sir, you fhould have confidered 
" that when a man fit3 down to write for 
^ the pubUc, theleaft compliment they ex- 
f*peft from him, is, that he fliould think 

F 2 ««— Here 
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•* — Here, Try fiiend, 1 have fcen enough; I 
•* carnotaffiontmyjudgnicDt foniuch,a» 
** cither to recommend or patronize your 
•• performance ; all I can do for you is,* to 
•* be filenton the fubjeft, and permit fools 
.•* to approve who have not fenfc to dit 
•* cern."-— Thus do thcfe critics para- 
mount with the delicacy and compaffion 
ot the torturers of the inquifition, fearch 
out all the feats of icniibility and felf com 
placence, in order to fting with the more 
quick and killing poignancy. 

Now, my dear iiiend, as you have not 
applied for the favour of thcfe eftabliihed 
arbitrators of genius and literature, you 
are not to exped the leaft mercy from 
them ; and 1 am alio free to tell you,that 1 
know of no writer who lies more open to 
their attacks. You are exceffively incor- 
red ; your works, on the one hand, have 
not the leaft appearance of the IJwa hr 
her ; nor, on the other, have they that 
ea^e which ought to attend the hafie with 
which they feem to be written. A^ain, 
you are extremely unequal and difpropor- 
tioned; one moment you foar where no 
eye can lee, and firait defcend with rapidi- 
ty to creep in the vulgar phrafe of cham- 
bermaids and children* Then you are 
ib defultory that we know not where to 
have you i you no fooner i^terefi us in 

ouo 
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one fubje<5t>, than you drag us, however 
reluftant, to another. In fliort, I doubt 
whether you laid any kind of plan before 
you fet about the building ; but we Ihall 
lee how your fortuitous concourfe of a^ 
toois will turn out- . 

AuT. Do I want nature 2 

Fr. No. 

AuT. Do I want.fpirit ? 

Fr. Rather too much of fire, at tiijies# 

AuT. Do I want fentiment ? 

Fr. Not altogether. * 

AuT. Then, Sir, I ihall be read, and 
read again, in defpight of my own de*» 
feAs, and of all that you and your critics 
can fay or do agamft me. The truth is, ' 
that the critics arc very far from being 
bugbears to me ; they have always proved 
m y friends, my beft benefaAors ; they were 
the firft who writ me into any kind of 
reputatiott j: and I am more beholden to 
their inveflives, than I am to my owa 
genius, for any little name I nray have 
got in the world ^ ail: I have to fear is,^^ that 
they are already tired of railing, and miy 
not dce'm me woFch their turther notice^ 
-—But pray, my good Sir, if you defire 
that I (hould profit py your adrtaonitiojis^ 
ouj^ht you^n )t to- give me m (lances of the 
fauUa witti which you reproach me I 
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Fr» That would be ]timc and labour al- 
together thrown away, as I have not the 
fqfialleft hope of bringing you to coa- 
fcflion.- You are a Difputant, a Cafuift, by 
■your education j you are equally ftudicdt 
and pradifed in turning any thing 'into* 
nothing, or bringing aU things thereout^ 
But do not flatter yourfelf that I have yet 
given you the detail of half your faults j 
you are often paradoxical, and extremely 
peremptory and defperate in your affer- 
tions. Inthis very laft page yeu affirm that 
the charadcr of a gcntknian is the mofk 
reverable, thehighcft of all characters^ 

AvT. I did. Sir, I do affirm it, and will 
znake it good. 

Fr. 1 knew it, Sir, I knew itv but da 
not chufe^at prefent, to enter; into the dit- 
cuiHoil. At the next paufe 1 fiiall willing^ 
Jy hear you on this que&ion.. 



CHAP. VH. 

ON his return he ordered a fire and 
a bottle of wine into his ftudy, and 
fent for Mr Lkment. Mr Glement,.fays 
ke, fit down. I affur^ you, Mr Clement^ 
1 am inclined to think very well of you^ 
fiat;, fcay let me have the narxative of 

your 
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your life and manners, without difguife* 
An ing^nuoiis coiifeffion and fenfe of paft 
errors has fometbing in it, to me, full 
as amiable, or more, than if a man had 
never ftrayed. 

Sir, fays Mr Clement, I have, indeed^ 
been faulty, very faulty, in my inteiv- 
tions; though God has hitherto preferved 
' me from any very capital aft, and has, 
by your hand, wonderfully brought me ' 
to this day. 

Hiftory of the Man of L£TT£|t0, 

BArtholomcw Clement, Sip, a retailer 
jof hard-ware, on the Strand, is my fa- 
ther. He was low bred, and, as I believe, 
of narrow capacity j but proceerUng in 
what they call the dog- trot of life, and 
baving a iingle eye to the making of mo- 
sey, he became vaftly rich, and has now a 
large income from houfes and ground- 
irents in the city of Weftminfter, the fruit* 
and acquiiltion of his own application. 

I remember nothing of my mother, 
except her fondnefs for me ; nor of her 
charader, except the tears that I have 
feen my father ihed, when occafionalcir- 
cumilances have brought her fre& to hi» 
memory. She died ^vhen 1 was in my 
fevcnth year* I wa& their only furviving 

child } 
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child ; and my father transferred all hi5 
tendernefs for her to me. 

The love of my father was not the mere 
partiality or prejudice of a parent ; it was 
not an afFeAion ; he bad a pafficm for me^ 
that could be equalled by nothing but his 
vanity in my behalf. He refolved, he 
faid, that there fhould be one gentleman 
in the family, and, wirh this view^ he re* 
fifted his deure of having me always in his 
fight, and'fent me to Wcftminfter-fchool, 
and from thence to Cambridge, where 
I continued till I was twenty years of age^ 
without any thing happening that was un- 
common, or deferving of your attention^ 

In the mean time, my father was as 
prodigal of his purle toward me» as he 
was ok his carefles. He had me with hin> 
every vacation. He vifitcd me firequent* 
ly during term^ and fwCmed to lofe the 
better half of his exiftence when we 
parted. 

He had infnfed into me a firong tine* 
ture of his own vanity and views. I loft 
even a portion of that tendernefs and re- 
ffc&. which 1 had fek in his regard. He 
was a trader, a mechanic ; I nghed fov 
his reptile flate ; and 1 looked down upon 
him, as Icarus did on chat very father, 
frojn whom he had derived wings for la 
eiialied a flights 

My 
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My application, accordingly, was equal 
to my ambition. I was not merely 3 
mafter, I was a critic in the clailical lan- 
guages. I relifhed, and commented on 
the beauties of the Greek and Latin au- 
thors'; was a thorough connoiffeur in 
the cufloms and manners of the anci^nts^ 
and could deteft the flighteft tranfgreflion 
^cf a fculptor or defigner, in their folding 
of the Roman Toga. I alfo had the ho* 
Hour to be intimate with all the great of 
antiquity ; 1 frequently fat in fynod, with 
the whole poffe of heathen gods, on Olym- 
pus ; and 1 kept them, as I imagined, in 
a kind of dependence, by my perf eft 
knowledge of all their fecret lapfes and 
miflreadings. I had traced the fyftem of 
nature, from Ariflotle and Pythagoras 
'down to Epicurus and Lucretius, and 
from them down to Des Cartes, Gaflendi, 
and Hobbes ; and I was fo thorough-pa- 
ced an adept in all the fubtleties of logic, 
that I could confute and change fides^ 
vithout lofing an inch of ground that 
I had gained upon my adverfary. 

I now imagined that I was arrived at 
the very pinnacle of human excellence, 
and that fortune and honour were within 
ny grafp on either hand» I looked on 
the chancellorlhip, or primacy, as things 
that muft come in couifci and 1 wa^ 

contriving 
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contriving fome Ration more adequate im 
thej height of my merits and ambition^ 
when I received this letter* 

Son Hammely 

" TT Ave lately enquired into thy life 
** jTa and charafter; am forry to find 
•* them too bad to give hope of amend- 
^* ment. Have loft my money, and mj 
«* child. Thou haft cut thyfelf from my 
•* love : I have cut thee from my for- 
*• tune. To comfort myfelf, have t^ 
•* ken a neighbour's widow to wife.- 
•* Come not near me, I will not fee thee* 
** Would pray for thee if 1 did not think 
" it in vain.' 

«* Bartholomew Clement*'* 

For fome time after the receipt of this 
cruel letter, I remained in a ftate of ftu- 
pidity. I could no believe the teftimony 
of my fenfes. I gave a kind of difcredit 
to all things. But, awakinjg from this 
lethargy into inexprefiible anguifh, my 
foul was rent by different and contending 
paffions. 

Whatever contempt J might have for 
the ftation of my father, I ftill loved his 
perlon better than riches and honours. 
But he loved me no more, he was gone^ 
he was loft ; he was already dead and bu* 
lied, at leaft to me. 1 caft myfelf on At 

grounds 
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ground, I groaned, I wept aloud, I be- 
wailed him, as though he' had lain a life- 
lefs corpfe before me. At length, having 
vented the firft ravings of my pafliont I 
rofe and wrote to my father an anfwer, 
of which this, in my pocket-book, is the 
copy : 

Sir, 
« tF you had not wiihed to find thofe 
•« X faults you fent to feek after^ in a 
«' Jife that defies malice and is wholly ir* 
«« reproachable ; you would not have gi- 
«« vcn credit to^ fcoundrels', who cannot 
«« judg« of the conduft of a gentleman ; 
<< nor have condemned your only childy 
«< without hearing or defence. 

" In cutting me from your fortune, 
<« you only cut me from what I defpife ; 
« but in cutting me from yoiir love, you 
« have unjuflly robbed me of what no 
<« fortune can repair. I fee that you 
« are irretrievably taken away from mej 
« I fhall never more behold my l«ng in- 
<< dulgent and fond father ; and I fhall 
<< not ceafe to lament his lofs with tears 
<< of filial afiedion. But for this new fa- 
«* ther, whofe heart could didate fo un- 
*< natural and inhuman a letter, I equal- 
** ly difclaim all commerce and concern 
*^ with. him. And, could it be pofiible 
11^ that a pcriQXi of my talents and abili- 

••ties. 
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^ ties, fliould be reduced to indigence 
•* diftrefs ; you. Sir, arc the very laft maxt 
^ upon earth, to whom I would apply^ 
^ or from whom I would deign to accept: 
^ relief. 

<< But if, on the other hand, it fliouId 
** pleafe God, hereafter to vifit your 
" hard-heartednefs with affliction and po- 
«* verty ; and that I, like the fon of the 
«* b]ack-fmith, in the days of our eighth 
^ Harry, ihould ftand next the throne in 
«* dignity and honours; you will then 
«* find me defirous of making you all forts 
« of fubmiifions, you 'will then find the 
<< dutifuUeft, the fondeil, and tendereft 
*^ of children, in, 

« Sir, 

♦* Your little known and much injured, 

" Hammel Clement.^ 

leaving thus vented the gufts and feel- 
ings of my heart, I began, ferioufly, to 
think of the courfe 1 ought to take ; and 
confidered London as the fphere in which 
a luminary would appear with the great- 
cil liiftrc. 

1 dilcharged my fcrvant, fold my two 
geldings, difpofcd of my room, my fur- 
niture, and mofi of my books, and, 
having mufltred fomewhat upward of 
three hundred and fitly pounds^ i lodged 

the 
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.^e 3^0 /.-With a Cambridge dealer, from 
v^hom I took biUs on his correfpondcnt 
in London; and fet out, on my expedi- 
tion, in the firft fiage. 

1 took cheap lodgings near Charing- 
Crofe } i was altogether unknowing and 
unknownin that great city ; and,refle6ting 
that a hidden treafure cannot be^uly efti- 
mated, I daily frequented Markham's cof- 
fee-houfe, ataidll a promifcuous refprt of 
^'fword8-men,literati,beau8, and politicians. 

Here, happening to diftinguiflx myfel^ 
on a few occadons, where fome articles 
of ancient hiftory, or tenet of Thales, or 
law of Lycurgus, chanced to be in que- 
ftion ; I began to be regarded with bet- 
ter advantage. 

An elderly gentleman, - one day, who 
fat attentive in a corner, got up and whif- 
pered that he wonki be giad of my com- 
pany to take fliare of a pint in the next 
room. I gratetuUy obeyed the fummons ; 
and, when we had drank a glafs a* piece, 
Mr Clement, fays he, you appear tb have 
but few acquaintance, and may, poilibly, 
want a friend. My fortune is fmall, but 
I have fome influence in this town; and^ 
as I have taken an inclination to you, I 
fliould be glad to ferve you. If the que- 
ilion is pot too free, pray, what is y our pre- 
;feot dependence, and profpeA for life ? 

.Voit.I. U Having 
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Having, vnth a grateful warmth, a,c« 
knowledged his goo^nefs to me^ I inge- 
nuoufly.confefled that my circumflances 
were very fletider^ and that I fhould be 
glad of any phice wherein I could be ufe* 
ful to myfeif and my employer* And 
pray» fays my friend, what place would 
beft fuit you ? I hope. Sir, anfwered I, 
sny education has been fu(^, that, laying 
afide the manual crafts, there is not any 
thing (6r which I am not qualified. I 
am greatly pleafed to hear it, replied Mr 
Goodville, and hope, foon, to bring yea 
news that will not be difagreeable. 

Within a. few days, Mr Goodville, a* 
gain, entered the/cofiee-houfe with a hap- 
py afped. He beckoned mr afide. Cle- 
ment, fays he, I have the pleafure to tell 
you that I have brought you the choice 
of two very advantageous places. Mr 
Giles, the banker, wants a clerk who caa 
write a fine hand, and has made fome 
proficiency in arithmetic. And, my good 
friend Mr Tradewell» an eminent mer- 
chant, would give large encouragement to 
a youth who underfiands the Italian me- 
thod of book-keeping ; as his bufineis }S 
very extenfivcy and requires the (horteft 
and clearefl manner of entry and re* 
£erence« 

My 
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My friend here paufed ; andlblufhed 
hung dbwn my head, and was wholly 
confounded* At length, I anfwered, he- 
fitatingly, Perhaps, Sir, you have hap* 
pened on the only two articles, in the u-^ 
niverfe, (mechanics, as I faid, apart) of 
which I have no knowledge. Well, weliy 
my boy, fays he, don*t be difcotiragcd* 
I will try what further may be done in 
your behalf. 

Within about a fortnight after, Mr 
Goodville fent me a note to attend him at 
his lodgings, in Red^lioh Square. 1 Went, 
flulhed with reviving hope. My child, 
faid he, as I entered, 1 have, now^ brought 
you the offer of three different places ; 
and fpme one of them, as I truft, mult 
furely fit you. 

Our £aft* India company propofe to 
make a fettlement on the coalt of Coro- 
mandel; and are inquifitive after fomi!^ 
youths who have made a progref^ in 
geometry, and are, more efpecially, ftu« 
died in the fcience of fortification. There 
is, alfo, the colonel of a regiment, an old 
intimate of mine, who is going on foreign 
fervice, and he, in truth, applied to me^ 
to recommend a perfon who was ikilled in 
the mechanic powers, and more particu*- 
kirly, who had applied himielf to gun- 
nery and engineenng. There is^ laitiy, 

U a tliO; 
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^e fecond fon of a nobkman to whom t 
have the henour to be known ; he isca|]f- 
tain of a man of war, and would give any 
coniideration to a young maa of fenfe and 
letters, Who is a proficient in navigatioa 
an^ in the ufe of the. chart and compafs, 
and who, at the fame time, might ferve 
as a friend and companion. 

Sir, faid I, quite aftoniflied, I have been 
aftudent, as Goliath was a man of war,. 
from my childhood. If all my tutors did 
not flatter me, my genius wasextenfive^ 
apd my progrefs in learning may piovc, 
that my application has been indefati-^ 
gable. 1 know all things from the begin?- 
ning of time, that the ancient or modern 
world, as I was told, accounted matters 
of valuable erudition or recognizance^, 
and, yet, I have not fo much as heard of 
the ufe or eftimation of any of thefe fci- 
ences required, as you fay, by perfons in 
high truft and commiflion. 

Mr Goodville, hereupon, looked con- 
cerned, and Ihook hi3 head. My dear 
Clement, fays he, I do not doubt your ta- 
lents or learning;, but 1 now begin to 
doubt whether they have been direSed or 
applied to any ufeful purpofe. My coufin 
Goodville informs me, that the^biihop of 
St Afaph is in diftrefs for a young gentle- 
fioan, a man of morals and a linguift, 

who, 
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iBirlio has fome knowledge in the canon 
and civil law, as his vicar-^cneral is 
lately dead. He tells me further, that 
a gentleman, a friend of his, who is in 
great circuntfiz^nces, and whois now about 
purchafing the place of furveyor-gtrneral, 
wants a youth who has got fome little 
fmatteringiin architechire, and has an ele- 
gant hand at the drawing of plans arid 
K^tions. I am alfo known to one of the 
commiffioners of excife, and, if^you arc 
barely initiated in gauging, or furve^ing, 
I: think I could get you into fome way of 
bread. 

Alas, Sir, I replied, in a defponding 
tone, I ain equally a ftranger to all thefe^ 
matters. 

Perhaps, iaid Mr Goodville, I could 
get you into holy orders, if you are that- 
way inclined. Arc you well read in thea-^ 
logy? . ^ : 

Yes, yes. Sir, I briikly anfwered ; I am^ 
]^erfe£)ly acquainted with the gods and 
manners ot worfhipy thsough all nations' 
' fincc the deluge. 

■ But, are you, rcj^lied my friend, equal-- 
ly verfed in the Cbriftian difpenfation?' 
Have you ftudied our learned comnienta-* 
tors on the creeds ? are you read in Po- 
lemic divinity ? and, are you 4 mailer 06' 



234 The FOOL or quality; 

the fenfe and emblematical reference tba^C^ 
the Old Teftament bears to the New ? 

Sir, fai'd.I^ I have often dipped,, wit Iv 
pleafiire, iilto4:he Bible, as there are.maay 
pafTages in it extremely a£fe^ing; ana 
others fuU of fine imagery and. the. true - 
fnblime,. 

My poor dear child, (mournfully an^ 
fwered Mr Goodville,), by all I can find^ . 
you know no. one thing, of ufe to your?-- 
fclf, or any other pcrfon living, either 
with refpeft.to this world or the world to < 
come. Could you make a pin,.,or a waiil- 
coat button, or form a pill-box, or weave- 
a cabbage»net, or fliape a cobler*s laft, or. 
Iiew a block for a barb^,.or do any of-^ 
thofe things by which millions daily 
maintain themfelvcs, in fupplying tte: 
wants and 0€cail6ns.:.or faihions and vani- 
ties of others ; . you might not be under, 
the neceffity of perifliing.. 

The ways of life» for wMctyour ftu-^- 
dies. have beft prepared you> arc phyfic. 
and the: law*. But, then, they -reqiiire 
great expenee, and an intenfe appjicatioa 
of many years ta come, before you- can c 
propofe to enter on alivelihood, by either ' 
of thofe profeffibns. And,.,after al],^your 
fiiccefs would be' very precarious, if you. 
were, not fupported by ^nany friends 
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and a ftrong iatercft, at leaft on youc 
fet ting. out. 

I have, already, told yao, Clement, that 
£ am not rich ; and, if I were, it is not he 
who gives you money^ but he who puts 
you into a way o£ getting; it, that does^ 
you a friendfhip. 

I amadvifed to go to Montpellier for 
the eftabliflunent or my health, after a te- 
dious fit of iicknefs that I had at Bath. L 
fliall fet out» in about a month, But, be^ 
fore I gp, my child, 1 earneftly wifli, and: 
advife you, to fix on fome craft,, or trade, 
or manner of employing your time, that: 
will enable you. to earn a certain fublifl-^ 
ence, and, at the fame time, make you^ . 
a worthy member of the commimity.. 
For, believe me,, my boy, that it is not: 
^eculative fdence ; noi nor all the. mo- 
ney and jewels upon earth, that make any. 
part of the real wealth of this world. It : 
is induftry, alone, employed on articles 
that are ufeful and beneficial to fociety,. 
that conftitutes the true riches oi ailman-^^- 
kind^ 

As.foon as. you have made your dec-- 
tion, letme fee you. again. Aad^ in alL 
events, let me fee you before I fet out. 

Hereupon L bowed and retired, the 
moft mortified and dejed:ed of all beings.. 
£ wa& fo low and difpuriced, that I could^ 

icarce^^ 
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fcarcc.get to my lodjgings. I threw myfcfif 
on the bed. The gilding of the vapours 
of grandeur and ambition, that like the 
&y of a iummer's evening had delighted 
my profpefts, now wholly' difappeared, 
and a night of fucceedhig darknefs &11 
heavy on my foul. 

One third of my principal fund was al- 
fnoft funk ; and my imagination confi- 
dered the remainder as already vaniflied^ 
without the poffibility of fupply or rc- 
fource. I, now, fecretly curfed the vanity 
of my father : h? muft breed me a gen- 
tleman, thought I, as though t had 
been born to iko manner of end. Had 
1 been the fon of a cobler, of a porter, 
an oftlct, of the Toweft wretch who wins 
h» bread b) the fweat of his brow; I 
fliould^ not yet have been reduced' to the 
worft fpecies of beggary, that of begging; 
with found limbs and a reafonable loul, 
the lead pitied, though moft pitiable ob- 
jeft of the, creation ; for, ftirely, that it^ 
the cafe of a .poor fcholar and a poor gen- 
tleman f 

For fome following days, I went about 
prying and inquiring into the vatious and 
numberlefs occupations that maintained' 
fo many thoufands ot a&ive hands and 
bufy faces, thioughouc that tironderiul' 
city.' 



f 
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Oae evening, as I returned late, and 
fatigued, tlirougn Cheapfide, I obferveda 
man ver^ importunate with a woman who 
walked betore me. iiometimes ihe would 
hurry on, and, again, make a full llop^ 
and earnelby beiecch him to go about his 
buiinefs ^ but, in Ipight of her entreaties, 
he flill ftuck ciofe to her, till, coming to 
the end of a blind alley, he, fuddenly» 
feized her by the arm, and pulled her ia 
after him. 

bhe fhrieked out for help, with repeated 
vociferation y when, recoUecling all my 
force, and drawing my fword. Villain, I 
cried out, quit the woman inliantiy, or 
you aie a aead man. He perceived the 
flittering of the weapon^ and retired a 
few pace& y but, taking out a pocket piilol^ 
he diicharged it full at me, and ran off 
with precipitation. 

Tne bail enteied my clothes and flefhy 
and Ipdged on the rotula of my left arin» 
1 felt a Ihort pang, but, not attending to 
it, 1 took the woman under the arm, and^ 
returning with her to the ilreet, I told her 
we had no time to lofe, and defired to 
know where Ihe lived. She anfwered, at 
the fign of the fan and ruffle, in Fleet- 
Street, where (he kepi a miilentr^s fiiop. 
"We had not far to goj we made the befi: 

of 
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of bur fpeed, and were let in by a Servant 
inaid» who ^ewed ua to a back parlour. 
Jenny, faid Mrs Graves^ (that was her 
name) bring zzh{s and a bottle of the 
cordial- wine, z ou look a little pale» Sir ; 
I hope you are not hurt. Not rnuch^ I 
think| madam, but I feel a fmall pain in 
my left flioulder. Sir, here is my befl 
fervice to you, with myjbeft bl^ilings and 

{)rayers for you to the laft hour of my 
ife. Tou mufl drink it off, Sir, we both 
fiand in need of it ; this was a frightful 
affair. Jenny, where's Arabella? Withia 
a few doors, madam, at the mifs Hodg- 
ins's. Come, Sir, faid Mrs Graves, I 
mufi look at your fhoulder ; then, opening^ 
the cop of my waificoat, flie^ inftantly 
fcreamed out, 6od prcfcrve ray deliverer ! 
I fear he is wounded dangerouAy. Jenny, 
fly to Mr Wcldon's, bring him with you» 
inimediately, do not come without him. 
Deartfi, worthieft of men, lef me prefs 
another glafs upon you. It is neceffary in 
fuch a waite of blood and ipirits. Madam, 
I icplied, the wound cannot be of confe* 
quence ; but, 1 was greatly fatigued, at 
the time I had the happinels to relcue you 
from that luffian. 

The lurgeon foon came, and, looking 
at my vvound, laid fomething apart to 
Mrs Graves> whoj tuercupon, ordeied 

Jenny 
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Jenny to get a fire^and to make and wana 
the bed in the beft chamber. ^ 

Sir, faid I to Mr Weldon, do not alarm 
the gentlewoman. I am not of a fearful 
temper} and hope to bear my fortune like 
a man. Sir, faid lie, your wound has 
been made by a rifled ball, and it may cofl: 
you much pain to extrad: it* You muft 
not think of ilirring from hence, for the 
prefect. By the time your bed is ready^ 
I wiil be back with ihe dreillngs. 

During the furgeon's abfence, Mrs 
Graves was all in tears ; while I fat fuf- ' 
pended betweea my natural fears of an ap- 
proaching diflblution, and my hopes of 
being fuddenly and laftingly provided for. 
The cruelty of my father, the difappoint- 
ment and overthrow of all my elevated 
expedations, and my utter incapacity of 
beins^ of the fmalleft ufe to myfelf or 
mankind, had given me a kind of loathing 
to life. I had not, indeed, attended to my 
duty as a Chriftian ; but, I was, then, in- 
nocent of any a<ftual or intentional evil ; 
and as my confcience did not condemn 
me, I Ipoked to mercy with a kind o£ 
humble refignation« 

Mr Weldon came with the dreffings, 
his eldeft apprentice, and a man fervant, 
I was then conduced to my chamber, 
and helped to bed| where I was put t(r 

great 
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great anguiih in the extradion of the ball^ 
as.the periofieum had been lacerated, and 
the lead, being flattened, extended much 
beyond the wound it had made. 

Having pafled a very painful and reft- 
lefs night, I remembered nothing further^ 
till, at the expiration of one and twenty 
days, I feemed to awaken out of a long 
and une.afy dream. 

I turned my head and beheld, as I ima- 
ginedy all arrayed in fliining white, and 
at my bediide^ an inhabitant of fome fu- 
perior region ; for never till then had I 
feen, nor even conceived an idea of any 
form fo lovely. 

Tell me, faid I, fair creature, on what 
wotld am 1 thrown ? But inftead of reply- 
ing, it flew out of my apartment, and 
foon a£ter returned, accompanied by Mrs 
Graves, whofe hands and eyes were ele- 
vated, as in fome extraordinary emotion. 

Mrs Graves, faid I, how do you do? 
I liope you are well. 1 now begin to con- 
jedure whereabouts I am. but, neither 
did (he aniwer ; but, falling on her knees 
by my bed, and taking hcdd of my hand, 
I thank, I thank thee, O my God, flie 
cried ; and, burfting into tears, flie uept 
and lobbed like an Infant. Ah^ Mrs 
Graves, faid 1, 1 fear that you have had a 
y ery troublelome gueft of me. But then, 

6ys 
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IStys (he, we remember that trouble no 
more, now tbat you are, once again, born 
into the world. 

During the few fucteeding days, in 
which I kept my bed, Mrs Graves and 
her fair niece Afabdla, whom I had taken 
for a vifion, conftantly breakfafted and 
ipent their evening in my apartment. 

I gave them a fliort narrative of my 
foregoing hiftory; and underffood, on 
their part, that they were the fifter and 
daughter of the late reverend Mr Graves 
of Putney, who had little more to be- 
queath than his books and furniture, a* 
mountttig to about five hundred pounds^ 
which they held, in joint ftock, and had^ 
hitherto, rather increafed than diminiihsd* 

As I fcarce remembered my mother, 
and had now, as it were, no father^ rela- 
tion, nor friend upon earth, I felt a va- 
cuity in my foul, fomewhat like that of 
an empty ftomach, defirous of feizing on 
the firft food that Ihould prefent itfelf to 
my cravings. Delightful fenfibilities ! 
fweet hungerings of nature after its kind! 
l^his good woman and her niece became 
all the world to me. Thcode had con« 
ceivied, for me, all thepaffion 6f a parent ; 
the other, that of the fondeft and tender- 
eft of fitters. On the other band I had,' 
ioT Mrs Graves, ail the feelings of a child 
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vho conceiyeis bimfelf a part o^ tbe exift-, 
cnce of her who bore him ; Aud my eyes 
and adicns could not forbear to di(cover 
%o Arabella, that my heart was that of the 
xnoft affedionate of breathers, though to<x 
delicate to indulge itfelf ip thofe fainili^r 
endearments w]iich the nearueis of kin-* 
dred might venture to claim. 

When I was up and about the houf<9, 1 
xequefted Mrs Qravi^s to niake out her 
bill for my board, and for phyfician, fur« 
geon, drugs^ &c. during my long illnefs. 
Hereupon ihe looked eagerly and tea* 
derly at me. Mr Clement, fays £he, I 
think you are too generous, deiignedly 
to reproach us with what we owe you. 
!l^ut, for what is it, my child, that yon 
defire us to charge you ? Is it for refcuing 
me from death, or a (hame worfe tbai\ 
death ? probably, from both ? Or, is it for 
delivering this my darling from t,he bitter 
grief and didreis that my lofs muft have 
brought upon her ? Or> do yoiU| rat^er^ 
defire to pay us^ for. thie; fearful p^ins and 
ijcknefs which ypu^ fuffered on our ac- 
count, and for having, nearly » forfeited . 
yqur life i« opr defencje.? No, ^Ar jQlc* 

Sent, yQU mpft not thin^ of paying u^ 
i§ yejy debts that we owe you ; moreia^ 
4eedj Mr cUmeotA than s^U oyx Uttle for* 
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lunc, thian the produft of the induftry of 
our lives can ever repay. 

Here, I viras filenccd, for the prefent, 
but in no degree convinced ; and I felt, 
in a fort, the difguft of an injured perloh, 
unealy and ftudious, till lome revenge 
might be had. 

In two days after, while Mrs Graved 
Was at market, and Arabella gone, with 
a Bruffels head and ruffles, to a young la- 
dy of diftinftion; I ftepped into the fhop, 
wherejenny waited the commands of thofe 
that lliould call. I had Icarce entered, 
when a fheriff's officer appeared at the 
door, and, bolting in, laid an execution 
on the fliop, for eighty-five pounds odd 
fliilUngs, at the fuit of Mr H'ardgrave, 
the cambric and lace-merchant. 

I was, at fiift, furprized and grieved, 
but plealure quickly fucceeded to my con- 
cern on the occafion, I took out my 
pocket-book, immediately difcharged the 
debt, with cofts, and gave a crown to 
Jenny, on her folemn affurance tliat Ihe 
would not betray a fyllable of what had 
happened to her miftrefs or Arabella. 

Soon after, this good gentlewomaa and 
her niece returned, dinner was ordered 
up, and I fat down to table with a heart 
and countenance more eafy and cheerful 
than ordinary. 

X 2 Before 
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Before the cloth was removed, Jenny 
came and delivered a note to^er mifirefa* 
She read it over and over with apparent 
fiirprife and attention, a&ed if the mcfr 
ftngei W38 waiting, and ftepped to the 
door. Again (he returned, fat down 
without fpeaking a word, and, the muf« 
cles of her countenance being ftrongly af- 
fected, flie could no longer retain her paf^ 
fion, and her tears biirft forth. 

What is the matter, cried Arabella, my 
axint, my dear dear mother, my only 
friend and parent i and, breaking alfo 
into tears, uie thiew heifelf about her 
neckf 

O, there Is no bearing of this ! exclaim- 
ed Mrs Grave?. This young m^n, my 
Arabella, diflreffes us beyond expreffion. 
He has, this very day, my love, for the 
fecond time, fnatched us from inftant 
ruin. I would tell you^ if I could fpeak ; 
but read that note. Which flic did, ac- 
cordingly^ 

The note was figned Freeftone Hard- 
grave ; and imported, how forry he was, 
that his late Icffes, by fea, had put. him 
under the neceflity of laying an execution 
on her houfe without cuftomary notice. 

That he was glad, however, fhc hadfo 
large a fum ready as £*90f the receipt of 
which he ackiiowiedged ; and hoped thajb 
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fliis affair would make no difference witii 
fefpedr to their future dealings. 

And why, beft and deareft of women, 
faid I to Mrs Graves, why would you 
grieve that I ihould endeavour to relieve 
myjfelf from a part of that burden, with 
which your goodneft and obligations have 
fo greatly oppreffed me ? Oj that it were,, 
that it were in my power, I cried ! and my 
hands prefled each other with an involun- 
tary ardour ; but it never will, it never 
can be poflible, for me, to prove the paf- 
fion that my foul has for you, and— there 
t hefitatcd— to fliew you, 1 fay, the love- 
tTiat I have for you, Mrs Graves. You 
two make my world, and all that I am;» 
concerned for or defite therein. 

Since that is the cafe: faid Mrs Graves^ 
with a fmile and a tear that gliftened to-- 
gether, if you will admit an equal paffion,, 
trdm one fo old as I am, it were pity we" 
ihould ever part. Send, my child, this 
Very day, and difcharge yoiir former lodg- 
ings. The time that we fpend together* 
€annot but be happy. All cares are leff- 
cned by the fociety of thofe 'we love ;, 
and our fat isfaclions will be doubled by/ 
fbeling for each other.. 

I did not, at that tiraej know the whole: 
reafotiof the delight with, which Tac-- 
cejptcd this" generous invitation- liettled' 

X J, at 
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at Mrs Graves's without aifjr formal agreei^ 
nient ;. and all my little matters were, di-- 
redly,, brought home. 

O, how happy were many AiccccdL-ig^ 
days!; how ftill more happy^ when con?- 
trafted with the mifery that enfued I. We 
£pent all the time together, that bufine& 
and attention to. the ihop would permit;, 
ind we grudged every momdnt that was< 
{pent alumter.. 1 1 elated to them a thou^ 
fend entertaining ftoiies,, and paflages oc*;^ 
calit nal)y recoUefted from the poets and* 
biftorians of antiquity ;, and a fecret eroo* 
tion^ and inward ardour for pleafing, gave 
me,i[urntiy, to ihtcrfperfe fcntimcntaLob* 
iibrv4tion8. and pertinent digrejQlons, more 
dclighiiul to my auditory than ail my 
quotcid authoiities* 

I was, now, daily gathering health andl 
firengtb, to ^^hich the comj^acence o£ 
uoy mind greatly contributed ;.whcn, one: 
eyening, Mrs Graves retui hed, more de- 
jecied than oidinary.. I.cnquired into the: 
caufe,. wjth a fulicitude and countenance 
that, naturally, expreffed the intereft L 
t( ok in her concerns.. Why,, my dear, 
child,, fays flies perhaps I have been bothi 
ifn pertinent and indiicreet, but I meant alL 
fpr the befta. Yoi^ muft know then, that. 
Ihave been on a vifit.to j our fa^then To? 
ii>y tatherj.madaju ? Even lo. I*would tOi 

' Heaven^ 



Th E FOOL OT (^JALTTY. %^ 

Heaven, t&at lie were worthy ta be callecf 
father to fuch a fon*^ But, aa 1 was fay- 
ing-. 

Your father, Mr Clement, is in greaC 
circumftancea ; he keeps his coach, has 
taken a fine new houfe, and lives^ at a high 
rate* I fent in my name^ with notice that 
I came to him on bufiuefs of confequence; 
I wa&, thereupon, fhewu to a hack-par- 
lour, where he fat, ia company with Mrs 
Clement,, and a kifly ill-looking young 
gentleman ; but,, your ftepmolhcr -has a» 
comely and good-humoured countenance;^ 
fhe alfo appears to be fat advanced in heir 
pregnancy. Mrs Graves, faid your fa» 
ther^ take a feat* What arc your com-r 
xnanda with me, madam i I came,, fir, to^ 
fct you know that your fon Mr Uam-^ 
mel Clemeat,^ the beft of human being9> 
has beeg^atthe point of deatli.. Haveyoi^ 
nothing to fay to me, madam, but what 
concerns my* fon Hammel ? I have not,. 
I confefs, fir, but that is more than^ 
enough ; it is very interefting and affed*' 
ihg, and concerns you. moftnearl^* Here. 
HAt Clement, for I will never more call 
him by the facred name of father^ here, £ 
fay, he flatted U£, and,, catching at a> 
book, he preffed it to his lips, and cried,. 
1 fwear by the virtue of this and all othen- 
]kp% bgoks;,, that I will never hilen to any' 

gerfoiii 
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J)erfon who would fpeak a fingle word iw 
behalf of Hammel Clement ; and fo, Mrs^ 
give mc leave to fliew you the way out 
again. ~ So faying^ he caught my hanci 
and drew me to the door, whilel turned^ 
and cried to your ftcpmother, O madam^ 
what fort of a heart is yours, that refufes- 
its intereefllon on this occafion ? But fee- 
gave me an eye and fheer, of fuch a miC- 
thievous meaning]^ as e^s^prefifed the whole 
£end under the ^uife of an angel. When 
Mr Clement had taken me to the outward 
door, I juft turned^ and faid, I am forry,. 
fir, that a man of your grave and fenfibte 
appearance, fliould^ufiFer yourfelf to be fa 
duped by people whoft intereft it is ta 
deceive you. But fwcUing into choler^ 
he gave me a violent pufh from hio^, and 
dapped to the door in my face. So that^ 
in Ihort, my dear child, I fear I have done 
you harm, where I meant you true fcr- 
l^ice. 

It matters not, my mother faid I, (en- 
deavouring to fupprefs a tear of tender re- 
fcntmeiit) I willfoon,! truft, procure fome* 
kind of independence on that Barbarian' 
and his fortune; and, while I haveyouand 
your Arabella, I (hall want neither father 
Aor fiiend. 

Being now very nearly re-eft^bliihed 

in my healthy I let out again, in fearch 

' ' afta 
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after fome employment that might fiiit 
me. As I was ftrolling, on Tower-Hill, 
1 < bferved a fhop on my left hand ; it was 
that of Mr Wellcot, a bookfeller and 
printer. I ftepped in, and, after fome in- 
troductory difcourfe,.! alked him if he had 
occafion, m the way of his bufinefs, for a 
friend of mine ; a gentleman in diftrefs, 
but of parts and learning. Alas, fir, cried 
Weikot, fuch creatures as you mention, 
are a drug upon earth, there is a glut of 
them in all markets I would give any 
one a broad piece per man who ihould de- 
liver me ^rom three or four of them, who 
lie heavy on my hands. Not, fir, that 
they are greedy, or idle, in the leaft.^ 1 
can get one of thefe gentlemen, as you are 
pleafed to call them, on whofe education 
more money has been expended, than, at 
thecommon andlegal intereft,would maia- 
tain a decent family to the end of the 
world ; 1 can get one of them, 1 fay, to 
labour, like an hackney horfe,from morn- 
ing to night, at lefs wages than I could 
hire a rafcally porter, or fhoe-boy, for 
three hours., I eirploy them, occafion- 
ally, in correfting the piefs, or folding, 
or flitching the iheets, or running of er- 
rands. But then, fir, they have, all of 
them, afpedts of fuch a bilious dcfpon- 
dence^ that a ma^ may,, with lefs melanp 

choly,^ 
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choly, behold a death*s head. And reaHy, 
fir, I could not {land it, if cuftom, as i 
may fay, did not harden me by the per- 
petual vifion of thefe fpedre?. > 

While Wellcot was (peaking^ I made a 
fecret vow'againft having any kind of 
<;ommerce or concern with bookfellers or 
printers, for, at leaft, a certury to cone 
But, fearing to be fufpeded as a part7 
concerned, I affefted an air as eafy as 
poffible, and, obiervingfome females, who 
x^'ere bufy in ftitching pamphicts, I afked 
him if tiiey contained any thing new or 
tntertaining. 

Sir, faiu Wellcot, this is an elaborate 
performance of the -moft eminent of our 
patriot writers; I pay him, at t!fe loweft^, 
five guineas weekly. And, could any man 
write, with double his fpirit and genius, I 
could better afFcrd to give that author a 
hundred. For, good writings arc like 
diamoqds, that are valued according te- 
their carats ; do but double their weight, 
and they immediately become of twenty 
times the ellimation. 

This pamphlet confided of a ftieet,fe wed 
in blue paper. I inftantly paid my two- 
pence, and fat down to perufe it. I found 
that it contained feveral very free remon* 
llrances againft his majefty, and the mi- 
nifterSj for joining with France in the wzt 

agaioil 
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jjgainft HoUandf in dppofition to the civi| 
and religious intercfts of England: to^ 
gether with a few^ collateral digreffions, iii 
^iffertion of Magna Charta of the treedom 
of xrun in general, and of Britons in par« 
ticulAr. I perceived that it was written 
with much more judgment than genius^ 
And what, faid 1 to WeUcot, will you 
give to that man who Ihall, confeffedly^ 
excel this -your moft eminent of patriot 
^writers, upon his own fubjeft, and in hiji 
own way ? Give, Sir ? cried the bookfel- 
ler, many thanks, and a proportionable 
increale of -profits. Enough, fir, I an^ 
fwered, you fliall foon hear frona me a- 
gaio, 1 wifh you a good morrow. ■ ' , ' 
On my return, I called at Mr Good* 
ville's, but he had lailed for France abou( 
^ fortnight before. I then went about to 
^ number of pamphlet fhops, and bqught 
Vip ^11 the political papers that had any re* 
ference to the matter in hand. 

4 

• J fat down to my work like a hungry 
^aa to his vidaals ; and I grudged my 
heart ihofe fhort indul^endes, which it 
enjoyed in the fociety of the two objedU 
Qf its fondeft afieftions. ^ 

Having finiihed my firft paper in about 
afortnighty I entitled it the Weekly 
A/loNiTOR, apd took it diredly to Well« 
«Qt'^t JiBfSi iir,. £^^ 1, id my friend's 

• firft 
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firft venture. But, has your friend, de« 
manded Wellcot in a difcouraging accent, 
fent the ufual indemnity for the firft im- 
preffion of a young author ? That fliall 
not be wanting, I anfwered, if you require 
it, Mr Wellcot. Why, faid he, I do not 
take upon me to be a judge in thefe mat* 
ters; and yet cuftom has given me a 
flirewd fort of a guefs. Come, fir, I have 
a few minutes to throw away," and they 
are at your fervice. 

' He then fat down, and having read a« 
bout a dozen lines, Ay, ay! fays he, they 
don't always do thus at Newmarket; 
your friend, I find has fee out at the top 
of his fpecd. Going on, fomething fur- 
ther, he cried » Well fupported, by Jupiter! 
and then, proceeding to the third page^ 
This, fays he, muft have been fiolei) from 
one of the ancients, becaufe there is no 
modern who could write like it. Well, 
fir, you need not give yourfclf further 
trouble for the prefent: I will print this' 
firft paper at my ©wn fuit. Dcfire your 
friend to be careful about the fecond. Call 
on me, in a week, and I think I ihall be 
able to tell you ibmething that will pleafe 
you. 

How diligent is expectation, how ele- 
vated is hope ! I returned with the feathers 
ef Mercury at my heelst I iet about my 

fecond 
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•^cond paper, with double genius and ap- 
plication. My ideas were more expanded, 
my fpirits more fublimed. All the per- 
^fuafives of Cicero ; all the thunder of De* 
mofthenes; all that I had read, on the^ 
topic df liberty, in popular governments, 
or commonwealths, occurred to my re- 
membrance. ' 

I finifhed my fecond cffay, within the 
week. I went with it to^^Wellcot, and he 
prefcnted me, at fight, with twenty gui- 
neas. It is more, Uid he, than hitherto 
comes to your fliare ; but, I love to en- 
courage, and I truft that, in the run, I 
ihaU not be a lofer. I iell this pamphlet 
for two pence. Nearly two fourths 
thereof go to printing, paper, &c. another 
fourth I referve, as an equivalent for my 
application and knowledge in this way; 
and the remainder is a redundance, which, 
on extraordinary tides, ought to flow to 
the writer. The demand, for this paper, 
Jias been very uncommon ; and, by what 
I can judge, the fate may , in time, amount 
to twelve thoufand Tou need not, flc, 
ht aihamed to acknowledge youtfelf the 
author. Preferve but a moiety of the fju- 
^t of this Elijah, with Which you have fet 
out, and my own interefts will inftrud 
^we to iejrve you cffe<^ually. 

Vot. If :Y I now 
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. I new returned, as in a triumplial cha- 
riot • I never before received the prize, 
as I may fay, of perfonal prowefs. The 
fortune of my father, the fortune of all 
men living, who were merely born to for- 
tune, diminiflied beneath me. O, how 
fweet, faid I, to myfelf, how delicious are 
the fruits of a man's own plantation! Then, 
Jike the fagaelous and independent fpider, 
liis labours will be crowned with perfa- 
nal honour and fuccefa, while he fpins his 
fubfiftence from his proper bowels.. ' It is 
then, and then only, that a man may be 
faid to be the true proprietor of wjiat he 
pofleiSes ; and the value is endeared, and 
the enjoyment doubled thereby. 

I haftened^ to impart my tranfpoits to 
the two loved objedsof aU my cares and 
fatisfaAions. Jenny told me that her mi- 
ilrefs was not at home, but that Mifi 
Arabella was above in her clofet. I ran 
up. I tapped at the door, but no one an- 
fwered. Agsun I tapped, and added the 
foft voice of affeftion, requefling to be ad- 
mitted. At length fhe opened, but looked 
pale, and with IwoUen and downcaft eyes* 
I perceived fhe had been in tears, and a 
fudden froft fell upon all my delights. 
What is the matter, Mifs, I cried, my fi& 
ter, my fweet friend, my deareii Arabella ? 

and 
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and I gently took her hand between both 
of mine. I wi(h you had not come, aC 
this time, Mr Clement, faid fhe, coolly^ 
But you mull permit me to keep my lit- 
tle griefs to myfelf. Yes, I replied, if it 
is your pleafure to torture, to kill me out- 
right, refufe me my portion in your in- 
terefts and concerns. O, Mr Clement, fay 8f 
flie, your foul is too generous, I dare not 
tell you. 1 f^el what you would fuffer^ 
fliould you know that you are con-^ 
cerned in the caufe of my tears. But, 
we muft part, fir, indeed, we muft ; we 
iiiuft part, Mr Clement, and that fud^^ 
denly. .. 

Here, her voice f;^iled, and, throwing^ 
herfelf into a chair, fhe burll out afreih: 
into a guih of afflidion — while I fiooci 
aftonifhed ; and, dropping befide her on 
one kiiee, awaited with unfpeakable an* 
guilh, the fufpenfion of her grief. 

At length perceiving my fituation^ 
Rife, fir, ihe cried, I intreat you to rife and 
take a chair befide me ; and I will cell 
you as faft as 1 can, ot this dilirefs ut 
bufinefs. 

Yotf, muft know that I was, a while 
?go, at the Mifs Hodgmfes. * They arc 
very friendly, and good young women, 
and told me, in confidence, though witk 
much ^onceiHi of a wbiiper in the neigh^ 

Y a bourhood>, 
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bourhood, that my aunt had entertained 
a young gentleman in the houfc, who was* 
admitted cq fuch familiar and convenient 
intimacies, as could not, at all times, be. 
without their confequerice, efpccially be- 
tween perfons of our age and fex. 

Now, Mr Clement, I am no way a* 
&amed to confefs that I have nothing iir 
heaven but my innocence, nor on earth, 
but my charafter ; and' I think you wiflu 
me better, than to dcfire that I fhould for- 
feit the one, or the other. Defire it ! O* 
heavens ! I iuddenly exclaimed^ I will for 
ever guard them both^to the lafl drop of 
my blood, and laft breath of my life- 
Alas, cried Arabella, you arc the man, of 
all others, whom the world would not ad- 
mit for my champion, in this cafe ;: they, 
are abfolute judges ; they ought to be o* 
beyed ; our parting will be painful, bub 
it mull be complied with. 

But, my filter, my Arabella, moft 
lovely and moft beloved of all the humaa 
fpecies! tell me, fays I, my angel, is there 
no other way, no expedient to fatisfy a 
mifdeeming ^orld, fave a remedy that is 
worfe than death itfelf ? No^ faid flie,with 
an air foitiewhat refolute and exalted, 
there is no other expedient ; at leaft, no 
other, to. which I^can confent. O^ Mi& 
Graves».anlwexed 1 » with a:haft^y de|edioD» 

it 
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SjF that is the cafe, you fhall be obeyed y 
I am, indeed, very unhappy, but I will 
not be importunate. Adieu, deareft of 
creatures, adieu, for ever \ I {\>oke9 and 
fuddenly withdrew, and gave her, as i , 
imagined, the laft farewel look. 

Hold, Sir, Ihe cried, pray ftay a mo-^ 
ment. I ihould be wretched, beyond ex- 
predion, if you went away in thegreateffi- 
of all errors.; But, v& it poffible, you^ 
ihould think that I could mean any flight- 
to you, Mr Qement ? No, Sir, no, of all 
men living, indeed, it was not poffible** 
1 fpoke through an humble fenfe of my 
own demerits; my determination was* 
|uft; 1 do not repent me of it. I-^-t — • 
perhaps. Sir, 1 \vxyA notunderftood you — - 
Indeed 1 icarce know what I fay ormean^ 
myfelf. Of this however be aflured^^ 

t«hat I neither do, nor ever did, nor ever' 
can, mean any oflfence to Mr Clement. 

While Ihc fpoke 1 had kneeled before!- 
Iter. I took her hand and prefled it to my 
lips and my bolbm. My Arabella j faid I, I 
coiifeis that this was no premeditated mo-' 
tion ot mine. Nay, this vepy riaorning;. 
tl}e world fliould not have prevailed with^ 
me to tiave accepted this hand;, for whicit 
"1 now k^ieel* I wa^, theni poor ancf 
wretched* without refource; and, fi 
«ould not think of bringing^diftreftupocrw 
. ... . If 3> Jici^ 
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lier, independent of whofe happihefs I^ 
could have no enjoyment. I was fenfible 
that I loved you, with infinite tendernefs', 
with unfpeakable ardour ; but, my paflion 
did not dare to admit of defire.. I could 
have fuflfered allthings to have heaped 
bleflinga upon you ; but Iwonld not per- 
mit to my foul the difiant, though dear* 
wiffi^ of beings happy with you^^-: — Ab^ 
what poilure is this 1' exclaimed Arabella. 
Nay you fliall not ftir, I cried,, nor will I 
rife' till you have heard me a few words*. 
Since morning, I fay, L have got room 
to hope, that my Arabella would not be fd- 
unhappy as L feared, in being, united to > 
nac. I will not urge her, however, t 
leave her free, I leave her miftrefs of her 
own will and a£dons« But here I vow^ 
to Heaven, that whether fhe live or die^, 
confent or not confent, I will- never/ 
jnarry another. I am, from this mo^ 
ment, her wedded for eternity, the. faith* 
ful and fond hulband.of her image andt 
remembrance I 

So faying, I rofe and feated'myfelf be*- 
£de her.^ She looked a{h>nifhed, and af«- 
fefted beyond the power of utterance.. 
But, covering; her face with 3 handker- 
chief, fhe gently leaned toward mc, and^ 
fixed a plenteous ihower of tears upon m^< 
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When Mrs Graves returned, I told her 
of my extraordinary fuccefs at the book>- 
fellers*. I had, before, made her the' trea^ 
flirer of my little poffeffions, and I pouiw 
ed my twenty pieces into her lap, 

Arabella, as I conj^dlured, did not d6^ 
lay to impart^ to her auht, the late ad^ 
venture j for I obfervcd that the eyes of 
th^t good woman dwelt upon me with a: 
frtfh acceflion of fondnefs and delight. 

Having fini&ed my third paper, I toolc 
it to Wellcot, who* prefehted me with; 
twenty guineas, and, further, acknowp^- 
ledged himfelf my debtor.. Returning 
homei^ard) Icaftilp, in a pleafing kind^ 
of mental arithmetic, how much my 
weekly twenty guineas would amount tO/ 
at the year's endi and found it much be- 
yond, my^ occafionS) even in the ftate q£^ 
matrimony. 

I now locked upoa myfelf, as in the: 
certun receipt of a plentiful income f and. 
this encouraged me to prefs for the com^^ 
pletion of my happinefs. Decency, alone», 
eould give difficulty or delay, in au affair 
that was, equally, the wiih? of all parties*. 
We were privately married, in the prc- 
fence of the Mifs Hodginfes and two or 
three other neighbours ; and I was* put 
Into poiTeillon of the biufhingeft, fearful!^ 
ciL^ aadfoadeftof alibddes^. * 
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Job very }uftly fays, ** Shall wc rccdve* 
^ good at the hands of God, and not 
•* receive evil ?**^ And yet, I imagine, that 
the recolle^ion of paft happinefs^ rather 
heightens than alleviates the fenfe of pre^ 
fbnt diilrefs* My foul, in thofe days, en- 
joyed a tide of deligkt^ to the f ulnefs of 
ks wifiies, and to tbe firetch of its caps^ 
city. I thought that^ till then, no perfoii 
bad ever loved^ as I loved. But the love 
of my Arabella was a kind of paffion,- 
that wanted a new name whereby to ex« 
prefs it. It was an abfence, a fort of 
^ death to all other objeds. It was a plea^ 
fiire to paining^ a diftrefsful attention^ 
the avarice of a niiiier who watches over 
his hoardi» and joins to the rapture, wicll 
which he beholds it^ the terrifying ideas 
of robbery and lolis. 

I had now, within the fpace of five 
weeks, received about one hundred and 
twenty guineas, on the fale otmy MoniL 
tor : when, going abroad, one evening, 
i was flopped, within a few doors of mf 
houfe, by a genteel looking pe<fon wao 
aikcd if my name was Clement ? It is, Sir^ 
I aulwered. Then Sir, fays he, I arreft 
you, m his majeily's name^ fur iediiion 
anil a libd aga i>ft thcgovernment. Thetf, 
beckoniDg to tbieeor four ferjeants that 

attenclcd|> 
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attended^ he had me diredlly feized and 
conveyed toward Newgate, 

As I was not of a timbrous temper^ 
nor confcious of the fmalleft tin<?lure of 
the crimes with which I was charged, I 
fhould have made little more than ^ je{t 
ef this buiinefs ; had I not trembled for 
the apprehenQons of thofe who Iknewr 
•would tremble for me. 

On the way, this officer infoniied me, 
that my bookfellcr hiad betrayed me, and 
bad confefled^ to the minifters, that I was^ 
the author of a famous pamphlef,. in titled 
the W£EKLr Monitor. Being delivered 
to the keeper, 1 put a few pieces into hi& 
hand, and was conducted to a decent ar 
partment^ confideiing the place. 

I iai mediately fent for Humphry Cypher^ 
{ifq; ferjeant at law, whom I had once 
occaiionally feed in behalf of Mrs Graves ;^^ 
and 1 fent, at the fame time, for a iet Ot 
the Weeklly Monitor. When Mr 
C) pher came^ I put five pieces into ht& 
hand, and^ having told him my cafe, i 
requefted him to peruie the papers in qiief- 
tipn and to give me his opinion thereon» 

Having read them, with due attention ; 
Mr Clement, fays he^ I perceive that you 
are a learned and ingenious young gentle- 
man ; but I find that you are better ac- 
quainted with the republics of Greece^p^ 
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^an with the nature aod conftitution of 
our limited monarchy. Hence, alone, 
hath proceeded feme lapfes, and mifap- 
plications, that your adverfaries would lay 
hold of. Yet, there is nothing grofsly 
iicurrilous or malicious, throughout ; nor 
what may amount to the incurring of a 
praemunire, by the moft violent conftralnt 
or wrefiing of the fenfe. If you are in^ 
dined, (ays he, to proceed in the courfe 
of thefe papers, I would ad vife you to put 
i& bail, and to ft and the aftion. But, as 
I am perfuaded that the court have 
commenced this profecution, as a maltter 
merely in terrorem^ to deter you from ai 
work that gives them great difguft, if 
you have any genteel friend;^ who would 
Iplicit in your favour, and promife a fu« 
ture conduA more amenable to power, 
you would undoubtedly be difcharged, 
without further coft or trauUe. 

I returned my warm acknowledgments 
to the ferjeant for hi? friendly counfel, 
and told him I would confider/)f it, be- 
foie I gave him further trouble. When 
he was gone» I difpatched a letter to 
Mrs Giaves, wherein I gave her an ac- 
count of n^y prelent iituatiou, in a man- 
ner as little alarming as poifible. I re- 
qutllea her to provide bail for my ap- 
pe4raxii;e at bai^ but iniilied 4hat, t^ 

this 
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this was done^ neither Ihe nor Arabella 
ihould come to my prifon ; and, that I 
bad given expreft orders that they (hould 
aot be admitted. 

Alas ! had they complied with my di-« 
refbions, how happy might we have been» 
all together, at this^day. But, the excefs 
of their goodnefs was the caufe of our 
common ruin. Their afFedion would 
not be fatisfied with fimple bail ; and they 
refblved never to reft, till they had pro- 
cu red my full difcharge • 

They went about to all their cuftomers 
of any diftindtion. They folicited, peti- 
tioaed, and bribed without meafure. They 
borrowed money to the utmoft extent of 
their credit ; and pawned, or fold all their 
effe<fis under prime coft. They gave a 
purfe to one, to bring them acquainted 
with another ; on whom they beftowed a 
larger fum, to introduce them to a third. 
Having, at length, made their way to 
lord Stivers, an agent of the minifter, he 
thought he faw an«dvantage in granting 
their requeft, and my difcharge was made 
out, without further delay. 

On the fifth evening from my impri« 
fonmentc the door of my chamber open- 
ed, and in came my dear aunt i^ith my 
dearer Arabella. They flew upon me; 
they claijped mej on each fide, in their 

arms 2 
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arms ; and my wik, iaftantly, fwocnfed 
away upon my bofom^ She loon revived) 
houever at the known voice of love; 
ard, as every door for my enlargemeiit 
had been prcvioufly opened, we went 
down, fiepped into the coach^ and drove 
liome direftly, 

Here» I faw the firft fubje^l and caufe 
of alarm-^the fliop was ihut up ! I was 
flibcked, and felt a fudden chilnefs come 
upon me; but did not venture to inquire, 
except by my eyes. 

The kettle being down, and all feated 
to tea, I introduced the affair, with aa 
afieded unccmcern; and, by queftion af- 
ter queftion* artfully extra^ed, from my 
companions, the whole hifiory and ad- 
ventuies of the five preceding days ; 
whereby I found, that they had ejLpended 
in my behalf beyond the lafi penny of 
their own fubftance ; and that nothing 
remained, fave one hundred and fifty 
pounds, to which the ieveral depofits a- 
mounted, which I had made with Mrt 
Clrraves. 

I could now no longer contain myfelf. 
Cruel woman, inhuman friends! I cried : 
the bittetneis of enmity, the rancour of 
«nalice could never have brought an evU, 
like thiS; upon me. Accurfed wretch that 
S amy ordained to be the initrumcnt of 



The fool of QUALITY. « «5 

perdition to thofe, whom I would feed with 
my blood and fofter with my vitals! Would 
to heaven I had not been bom ! or, would 
I had been cut off by fome quick and hor*- 
rid judgment ere this had happened I 
. ' Here Mrs Graves drew her chair clofe 
to mine, and catching me about the neck, 
and dropping upon me a few tears, that 
Ihe ftruggled to fupprcfs : Do not grieve^ 
my child, fhe cried, do not afflift yourfel£ 
for nothing. All is as it ihould be. 
There is no harm done. Tour Arabella 
and I can always earn genteel and inde-^ 
pendent bread, without flxop or other 
means than the work of our hands. We 
can never want, my Hammy. We have 
done nothing for you. Neither has any 
thing happened wherewith you ought to 
reproach yourfelf . What wc did was for 
ourfelves, for the relief of the anguifh of 
our own hearts ; to bring you home to 
us, again, as foon as poflible, my fon, 
fince we found that w« could live no 
longer without you. 

Within a few days, I perceived that 
my dear aunt began to decline in her 
health, perhaps occafioned by her. late 
fatigue and anxiety of fpirits. I brought 
aa able phyfician to her, but he could 
form no judgment of the nature of her 
4iforder, till, fome time after, when her 

JoL* U Z compleuott 
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complexion began to change, and tlir 
doAor declared her to be in the jaundice, 
lie began to apply to the cuftotpaiy medi- 
cines, and no care nor expence was fpa« 
red for her recovery^ Arabella and I fat 
up with her, , alternately, every liight ; 
and, all the day, we read to her fome 
book of amufement, in order to diilipate 
the melancholy of her difeafe. But, alas, 
all our cares and remedies, our attention 
and folicitude, our prayers and our tears, 
proved equally unfuccefsful ; and, at the 
end of five months, Ihe expired within 
our arms. 

Arabella then quitted her hold, and 
crofllng her arms upon her bofom, and 
looking eagerly on the face, once fo 
lovely, and always beloved ; You are then 
at peace, faid ihe, my mother. O death, 
hadft thpu not enough of terrors, in thy 
afpedl, without adding to thy agonies 
thofe of tearing from us that which we 
prized above life. O my friend ! my on- 
ly parent ! my deareft dearefl; mother ! — . 
She could no more, but immediately faint- 
ed away upon the body. 

I took her up in my arms, and, car- 
rying her into the next room, I laid her 
on the bed ; I ordered Jenny and the two 
nurfekcepers to take care of her recovery, 

and 
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and charged them not to permit her to 
fee her aunt any more. 

1 then returned to the chamber, where- 
in the precious ruins of the half of my 
world was laid. I locked the door within 
fide. I approached the body, and hung 
over it, and gazed upon it, with inex- 
preffible emotion. I repeatedly clapped 
my hands together. I (looped down, and 
kified, and rekified her cold lips, in an 
agony of afFcclioni I gave a free fcope to 
my tears, fobs, and lamentations. Ah ! I 
cried, my parent ; my patronefs ; ah, mo- 
ther tt) the fon of your unhappy eleftionl 
Have I loft you, my only prop ? Are you, 
for ever, departed from me, my fupport 
and confolation ? I was abandoned by the 
world, by friends, father, and relations ; 
but you became the world and all relations 
to mc/ •* 1 was a ftranger, and you took 
** me in ; I was fick, and in pr ifon, and you 
•* minifired unto me.*' But, you are gone, 
you are gone from me afar off; and I die 
a thoufand deaths in the anguifh of furvi« 
ving you. Here you lie, my mother, the 
victim of your goodnefs to your unlucky 
gueft. Wretch that I am ! doomed to 
bring no portion, fave that of calamity, 
to thbfe who regard me. Woe of woes ! 
where, now^^mall I eafe my foul o| 
Us iofupportable burden ? of the debt, 

Z 2 with 
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with ^hich it labourSi to this kind crea-^ 
ture? She will no more return, to take 
aught at my hands ; and I muft fuffer the 
oppieifion, through life, and through e- 
tcrnity ! 

Having thus vented the excefles of my 
paflicn, my (pirits fubfided into a kind c^ 
gloomy calm. I returned to my wife. 

••--But I fee, Sir, you are too much 

afieded. I will not dwell on this melan-^ 
choly fcene any longer. 

When r had dif charged doftor's feef, 
apothecaries bills, and funeral expences, 
1 found that our fortune did not amount 
to fifty pounds. My wife was, now, far 
advanced in her pregnancy ; her labour 
was haflened by her grief and late fa* 
tigues } and ihe was delivered of that boy 
whom your charity a fecond time brought 
into this world. 

At I was, now, all things to my Ara« 
bella, the only confolation &e had upon 
earth, I never left her during her illnefff» 
By the time ihe wa« up and about, what 
with the charges of child-bearing, and ft 
quarter's rent, &c. our fund was, again, 
funk within the fum of ten pounds ;. and 
1 was going, one evening, to look out for 
fome employment, when we heard a rap- 
ping of diftin&ion at the door. 

Jenny 
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Jenny came, in a hurry, and brought 
us word that lord Stivers was in the par- 
lour, and defired to fpeak with me. I 
went down, greatly furprifed, and fome* 
thing alarmed at his vifit. Mr Clement^ 
fays he, with a familiar air, I have long 
wiflied^ to fee you ; but I did not think ic 
feafonable to difturb you, during the mif- 
fortune of your f<imily, and the illnefs of 
yout* wife. Your Wieklx Monitors 
have genius and fpirit, but they have 
done fome mifchief which we wiih to have 
remedied. As how, pray, my Lord? 
Why, Mr Clement, I never knew a wri- 
ting in favour of liberty, or againft any 
meafures of government, which the popu- 
lace did not wreft in favour of licentiouf*- 
nefs, and to the calling afide of all man* 
ner of rule. Now, Mr Clement, we 
want you to undertake our caufe, which 
is, by much, the more reafonable and or- 
derly fide of the argument ; in Ihort, we 
want you to retute your own papers. 
' O, my lord, I anfwered, I ihould think 
it an honour to ferve your lordfhip or the 
miniftry, on any other occaiion. But, in 
a matter that mud bring puoiic infa.ny 
upcm me;indeea,mylord,) ou mull excufe 
inc. 1 ihould oe pointed ac, as an apoilate 
and proiticute, oy all men, and bring my 
pcrlbu and writings into fu«h dilgrace, as 

i 3 - would. 
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would for ever difable me. from iervin^ 
cither myfelf, or your lordihip. 

Well, fir, replied my lord, I will not, 
then, infift on a formal refutation of your 
own writings. I only alk, if you are will-^ 
ing to engage in our quarrel, as fir as is 
ccnfifient with honour and truth t I <tm^ 
my lord, I rejoined, as far as is confiftent 
with my own credit and the good of my: 
country •< 

The gcod of your country, Mr Clo*^ 
xnent, fays my lord !. I hope you do not 
thif k that government is contrary to the* 
good of your country. Pray, in what d<^ 
j:ou make this liberty confift, of which^ 
you are become fo eminent a patron ?: 

There are two forts of liberty, my 

.lord, I anivverid:: tjie £rft conltitutes^ 

the. duty and happinefs of a man, inde* 

Sendentot community ; the iecond con^ 
iiutes the privilege and happinefs of z^ 
man, merely, as he is a member> of any; 
fiate or con monwealth.. 

incepeiident of community, a man is toi 
£ir tiee atid no further, than he ads up 
to the didates of reafon and duty, ia> 
defpight of inward appetite and outwards 
Uiflueixe. 

As a member of community, a man is^^ 
&far, tree, and no further, than as every^ 
•ther. member of that community, is \^ 
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ga!ly reftrained fronv injaring his perfoDy. 
or eocro^aching on his praperty. 

Inimitably well defined, cried his lord«^ 
fliip ! I have read volumes, in folio> upoi^ 
the fubjeAv b^t nevep knew what li^ 
BRTY was before. Well, Mr Clement^ 
as thisvLisERTY of yours is, in all re- 
fyeds, fo oppofite to the licentioufnefs I 
was ticking of; it cannot but make^ 
mainly, in favour of good government.^ 
I therefore requeft youtowritea treati£e 
to the purpofe of your definition y and to> 
take us with you, as far as you can. We 
fiiall not be ungrateful ; we are good*pay« 
mafierg, Sir: Why do you hefitate i Did 
you not tell me you were difpefed to ferve 
«s ? 

My lord, I replied, I fear I ihould fall 
greatly (hort of your expectations. lani^ 
not fludied in the conftitution of modern 
fiates } and how ihall 1 be able to jufti- 
fy any government, with relpcft'^to mea«^ 
fares that, perhaps, are a fecret to all^ 
except the minifters ? I muft turther ob«^ 
ferve to your lorcilhip, chat my formef 
field would be greatly contraAed on this 
occafion. k is very eafy and obvious to* 
find iault and to callia quefiion f but, to 
vindicate truth itfelf again ft popular pre**^ 
^dice, b^ oj^Ui btc lahr ejU 
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. Mr Clement, fays my lord, I am proud 
that we have got a gentleman of fo much 
honefty and ingenuity to befriend us. It 
ihall be my care to provide you with ma- 
terials, and, I am confident that fo great 
a mafter of bis inftrument, as you are, 
will make excellent muiic on a few fun* 
damental notes. Here are twenty gui- 
iieas earneft, and ten guineas Ihall be 
paid you, weekly, till we can fix you ia 
fome fiation of due honour and advan« 
tage. I will take a glafs, or a difh of tea 
with you, in a few days, and I wilh you 
a good eveqing. 

On the third morning after thi$ inter- 
view, my lord returned with a large bun- 
dle of anti'patria pamphlets, in his chariot^ 
and fome manuicript-notes and hints for 
my inftrudion*. He breakfafted with U5^ 
and was eafy, polite, and cheerful* 

I now entered on my new province^ 
but, not with ufual ardour. As I had, 
formerly, lalhed the infolence, encroach-^ 
ments, and rapacioufncfs of power, lefs 
ambitions ot conqueft over aliens and 
enemies, than over the very people it was 
ordained to piote£t; I now, on the other 
hand, rebuked with like aa imony^ the 
riotous, facliouSfandfeditiouspropenfities 
of a turbulent, licentious, and unfatisfied 
people, ever repugnant to government^ 

and 
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and relu&ant to the reign of the gentleft 
ruler. I proved, from many authorities, 
and inftances, derived from Greece and 
Rome, that power is never fo dangerous 
to a populace^-ag when it is taken into 
their own hands ; that the governors and 
governed, by the violence of collifion, are 
apt to fly to extremes, on either fide ; 
that anarchy is the moft direct, of all 
roads, to tyranny; and that a people, 
who have no will to be governed, reduce 
themfelves to the ncceffity of being crufh* 
ed, infuited, and governed, whether they 
will or no. ; 

Now, fir, though I, thus, alternately, 
£ded with the people againft power, and 
with power againft the people; yet 1 
Uruck at nothing but faults, on either j 

hand ; and equally aflerted, on both fides 
of the queftion, the caufe of my country, 
of liberty, and truth. 

I took five times the pains with thefe 
latter papers that I did with the former, 
and yet I confefs, I had not equal pleafure 
in the ^jelivery. I am, alfo, perfuaded, 
that thefe had more than double the merit 
of the other; and, in point of fentiment, 
moral and general infl;rudion, were of 
twenty times the value to mankind : but, 
how can that inftrud which is not attended 
toi it was intimated to the people that 

thefe 
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lihefe had been written at the inftance of 
their governors ; and they would not have 
liftened to an oracle, if uttered from that 
quarter* 

Six mouths had now elapfed in^thefe 
lucubrations, ihad delivered to my wifb 
two hundred and fixty guineas, the week- 
ly price of my labours. "We had lived 
with great frugality. Arabella had, again, 
taken in as much work as her nuriing and 
attention to the child would admit. And 
we had fome pieces left of pUr former rem- 
nant ; when lord Stivers called in upon 
me, with pleafure and good news, as it 
were, prologue in his afped. 

Mr element, fayis he, 1 want to fpt^k 
to you, apart. 1 had^ yeflerday, fome 
talk with the minifter about you, alid he 
has promifed me four hundied a year pen- 
fion for you, till fomething better cad be 
done ; and this is to be wholly clear and 
over your weekly wages of ten guineas, 
while we keep you fo hard at work. But, 
tell me, Clement, fays he, laying his hand 
with an affe&ionate familiarity upon my 
ihoulder, are you of a jealous temper? 
The furtheft from it, my lord, of any 
man breathing* O, I am glad of that ; 
but, if you were, I have nothing exccp* 
tionable to propofe. To be fhort ; half a 
dozen «f noblemen^ all my triends, and 

people 
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people of ftrift probity and virtue, have 
engaged to fpend a (hare of to-morrow, 
in a party of pleafure upon the Thames ; 
and, we haye^ each ot us, laid a bet of a 
huncired guineas, that^ from the number 
of his relations, his fiiends, or acquaint- 
ance, he will bring the prettieft woman to 
this field of contention. 1 had fixed on 
lady Fanny Standiih, a lovely creature, 
and a relation of my own, but (he, unfor- 
tunately happened to be pre-engaged to 
one of my rivals. 1 am, therefore, quite 
at a lofs, and muft, infallibly, lofe my 
wager, if you do not favour me with the 
company of Mrs Clement. With her I 
can make no queftion of conqueft ; and I 
give you my honour to pour into her lap, 
the whole five hundred guineas, the juft 
prize of her beauty. 

Why, my lord, I anfwered, this is in- 
deed a very pleafant proje6l, and has no- 
thing in it exceptionable, that I can per- 
ceive, if no one was to know any thing of 
the matter. But, what will the world 
fay tafce your lordOiip fo paired ? Pflia, 
damn the world, Clement ! I am your world 
man. Your lordfhip has a very good right 
to damn an inferior world, i rejoined ; but 
the world has an equal right, and would 
certainly make ufe of it, in the damnation 
of my wife. What, faid he, wjirmly, you 

will 
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will not then confide her to my friendlhip 
and honour ? I will not, my lord, confide 
her honour, unneceflarily, to any man^ 
from under that guardianihip and pro- 
tection which I vowed to her, in marriage. 
It is very well, Mr Clement ; you may 
hear from me to*morrow. And away he 
went. 

He was equal to his word. The very 
next morning, I was arrefi(;d at his fuit 
for two hundred and fourfcore guineas, 
the amount of all that I had received 
from him ; and I was hurried to the Fleet- 
prifon, without being permitted to fpeak 
to any one. 

As my lord knew, that, on iflue, I muft 
caft him in his a£lion,and, further, come 
i^pon him for fpecial damage and falfe 
durefs, it inftantly occurred that this was, 
merely, a ftratagem, for the fedudion of 
my Arabella ; and her defencelefs ftate 
gave me inexpreflible torture. I imme-' 
diately wrote her an account of my fitu- 
ation and apprehenfions, which, unhappily 
for all parties were too well founded. But, 
iir, I will give you a detail of thefe extra- 
ordinary events, in the order of time in 
which they happened, as I, afterwards, 
learned them, from the mouth of my 
wife, and from the teftimony of others, 
on trial in public courtt 

Before 
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Before my wife could have the lead in- 
telligence of my confinement, my lord 
paid her a vifit, and, entering with his 
accuftomed freedom and good humour, 
Mrs Qement, fays he, 1 am come to 
prevent your being alarmed, when you 
Ihould hear that I fent your hufband to 
the Fleet-prifon this morning. But, to 
convince you that I intend him no man- 
lier of harm, I have here brought you 
the money for which he »'^ arretted ; and 
it is at your own choice to releafe him, 
within this hour, or oh the feaft of faint 
Simpleton, if you are liot in a hurry- So 
faying, he put a large purfe into her hand* 
And pray, my lord, then demanded Ara- 
bella, on what account was it that you 
had him arretted ? To punifli him, an- 
fwered my lord, for being the moft jea- 
lous pated coxcomb in Europe. Jealous, 
my lord! pray of whom can he be jea- 
lous ? Of you and I, madam. Of us, my 
lord? Sure we never gave him caufe. 
No, that ni be fworn, rejoined my lord; 
but more is the pity ; the jealoufy came 
firflf, and the caufe ought, now, in all 
confcience, to follow. 
• Before the latt words had efcaped his 
mouth, he fprung forward, and, catching 
her in his arms, he prefled and tiffed her 
with the rudeft ardour. But quickly 
Vol. U . A a difengagiog 
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ilifengaging herfelf, and pufliiag 
violently from her'j I fee you arc a viU 
lain, fhc cfied^ and deiire that you wilL 
inftantly quit niy houfe ; and fo faying, 
Hie threw the purfe out at the door. My 
lord, however^ flood his ground; and, 
looking at her with aflonifliing cafe and 
unconcern, Mrs Clement, fays he, th,e 
deftiny of your hufband and yourfelf is 
in my handsf ; and I muft tell you it does 
not become you to treat your befl friend 
in fo injurious a manner. I have, here, 
brought you a fettkment of five hundred 
a-year, for life. It is perfe<^ed to you 
witKout condition; and, how far you will 
be grateful, lies, wholly, at your own 
eleftion. May heaven forfake me, fhe 
cried, when I accept the fmalleft advantage 
from you or your fortune ! Well, well, 
Arabella, replied my lord, I muft and will 
have you, on your terms, or my own ; 
but, if you had really a mind to conteft 
this bufinefs with me, what a little fool 
you were, fo fimply, to caft away the 
finews of war ? 1 leave you, child, for the 
prefent, to wifer reflections : then info- 
lently fmilihg in her face, he retired. 

As foon as he was gone;, my wife hur« 
ried to the Mifs Hodgmfes, and prevailed 
upon one of them to keep her company 
till fhe fhould be able to procure my en* 

lar^ementt 
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largcmeilt* She then went to a perfoa 
who dealt in houfehold furniture, and re- 
^cfted him to come, the next mornings 
and make a purchafe of feme goods that 
fhe had to difpofe of. And, laltly, flie 
writ me a letter with an account of all 
thefc matters ; and a promife to be with 
Hie the day following. 

I fliould have apprifedjrou before this,» 
that our faithful and affectionate Jenny- 
had forfaken us. A fmall legacy had been 
left her, whereupon flic quilted fervice 
and went to live with her parents ; and 
we were obliged to hire a ftrange maid 
in her room. 

The next day, Arabella fold as much 

ef her furniture to the fbrccnentu>:;id d:ir 
Icr and fome neighbours, as amounted to^ 
upward of forty guineas. She had put 
thefe, with her former depofit of two hun- 
dred and fixty, into her pocket ; it was 
now afternoon, and fhe was joyfully pre- 
paring to come and give me freedom;, 
when our new maid entered and told Mifs 
Hodgins that a lady waited for her, at 
home, on earned bufinefs, but promifed 
not to detain her above five minutes*. 
Alas! Mifs Hodgins was fcarce gone,, 
when lord Stivers entered, and my wife, 
giving a violent fliriek, dropped back- 
ward in. a chair. 

A z zi Lord> 
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Lord Stivers, thereupon, drew another 
chair, and, with an impudent appearance 
of tendernefs, fcated himfelf befide her* 
My dear Arabella, faid he, don't be alarm- 
ed. By heaven,} am not come to do you the 
fmallert injury. Itell you, however, that 
you are wholly in my power. Your llreet 
door is bolted. 1 have two able footmea 
below in your kitchen ; and the maid, 
who contrived to get your friend out of 
the way, is much more my fervant than 
yours, 1 aflfure you. I have loved you 
long, my Arabella, and the frequent vifits, 
I paid, are to be placed to your credit, 
and not to that of thd ftupid politics, 
with which I amufed your huiband. And 
new, my angel, if you will make any 
Concefiion, but the flighteft return to the 
cxceis of my paflion and fondnefs for 
you ; 1 here vow to you perpetual faith 
and conftancy for life, and both my for- 
tune and pcrfon (hall be wholly devoted 
to you. But don*t attempt to impofe; 
don^t hope to deceive me. 

No, no, my lord, (he cried, I will not 
deceive you, by pretending to facrifice the 
leaft article of duty to your perfon or 
fortune. I fee that I am in danger^ on 
the brink of perdition. I fee that hell is 
ftrong, and fubtle at devices. Heaven 
iave me, any how 1 ftrike^ ftrike me dead 

this 
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tJUs inftant! You thunders and earth* 
quakes, that once were my terrors, be 
now my deliverers ! 

Why, my Arabella, fays lord Stivers, 
this IS all very fine. It is the fweeteft 
rant I ever heard. And you are the 
fweeteft girl, upon my foul, that ever I 
faw. 1 perceive that you are really alarm- 
ed, my love ; but, what is it that frights 
you ? you fhail never receive any treatment 
from me, fave proofs of the fondnefs and 
violence of my afFecHon. Recall your 
ijjirits, child ; and prepare youifelf, with> 
patience, for what muft be. For 1 fwear,, 
Arabella, that no power, in the univerfe,. 
fcall fnatch you, this hour, from the ar- 
dour of my careffcs. 

The wretchedobjeft of the-luft of this^ 
barbarous man, then, dropped upon her" 
xnees m a- frantic agony. Q God ! fhe 
^ried out, if )ou are in heaven, if youi 
hear and fee thefe things; if virtue and^ 
purity are not an oiTence unto you ; (end,, 
fend, and deliver roe by fome fudden fal- 
vation ! O; my lord, once our generous^ 
patron and proteftori the friend and fup- 
port of ourdeciining houie! would you' 
now tumble into deep and irreparable ^ 
nji<is,thc workofyoui own hands ? Alas , 
you know not what you do , you cannot: 
gueis at the horrors you are aotmt fo> 

■A' »- 5> pefpetrate;. 
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perpetrate. If ever- you had a touch* of 
pity* If ever— but, what fiiall 1 fay ? if 
you do not, like devils, delight in the 
miferies of wretches, damned for eternity ; 
ihield, jQiield me, my dear lord y be you 
yourfclf, my faviour, from this my hour 
of terrors, from, this hell that is come up- 
on me. I have> already^ fuffered the pangs 
©f death, in the bare apprehension. I 
will never live to bear in me, and atbout 
me^ a deteftable being.. Hope it not;, 
dream not of it By heiven 1 1 will not a 
moment furvive my pollution. G mercy I 
mercy ! mercy ! And, fo faying, her voice 
ivas flopped, by an agony of fobs and 
tears* 

Charming girl!* endhanting creature 1 
exclaimed the deliberate villainy every ac- 
tion, every word, intended to diffuadej 
are frefll fewel and incitement to my paf* 
fion for you, my Arabella. But I fee 
that you will not confent to my happi* 
nefs; and that f^muft give you an apo^ 
Ibgy^ for your acceptance of any favouc 
or fortune at my hands. 

Sb faying, hearoffe : and up ffie fprung 
at the inflant; and running to the furtheit 
corner of the room, recollefted- all her 
fpirits and; force for her. defence. She 
ftruggled, and lhriek«;diVand called out 
U£on hcavjen,, and caitb;^* to favc hcr^ 
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But, no help appearing nigh, {he fudden- 
ly recollected a pair of long and (harp 
pointed fciifars that (he had in her pock<^ 
et; and, in the moment that lord Sti- 
vers threw her prone upon the floor, (he 
drew them forth, and aiming at him with 
all her firength, *£he almoft buried the 
weapon in his left (ide j whereat he gave 
a loud curfe, and over he tumbled, gafp- 
ing, and grovelling beiide hen 

Up (he got, with all hade, and run«' 
Ing to the cradle where her infant lay 
crying, (he caught him in her arms; and 
opening the chamber-door foftly, and 
fliutting it after her, (he ftepped dowa 
JIair&as upon feathers^ and fiealing to the 
ftreet-door,. flie opened it fuddenly, rulb- 
ed into the ftreet, and huried on till (he 
came to a (land of coaches ; where (he 
hired the firfi (he noet^ threw herfelf haft^i«> 
ly into it, and defired the man to driven 
\ifith all (peed to the Fleet-prifon. 

On her arrival, (he difcharged the ac^ 
tion and fees of arrcft^ with all poflible 
difpatch, and then hurried up to my apart- 
ment. On the firft glimpfe,. I fprung. to^ 
her, and caught her in my arm$ with un.« 
%eakable tranfport; but finding the child 
with her, and obferving that her breatb 
was quick and tineven, 1 wj^ul.rew a dep^ 
-n two,, and looked eag^d||^M& audi 
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perceiving that (be was pale, and had^ v 
kind of wildnefs in her eyes and men- 
tions, What is the matter, my lov^ I: 
cried, what has happened to you ? I have, 
not been well, (he anfwered, with an af- 
feded unconcern before the keeper. But 
pray come down, my dear, you are much^ 
wanted, smd the coach is in waiting. 

Nothing further pafled between us, till* 
we got into the coach, and that' my wife 
defired the man to drive to fome neigh-^ 
bouring ftreet, and to ftop at the firft door 
wheie he faw a bill for lodgings. Fot- 
lodgings, again I demanded ; for wfaoo^ 
docs my Arabella delire to take lodgings K' 
For you and I Mr Clement, for you- 
and I, fhe cried, wringing her hands to- 
gether ; lord Stivers lies weltering in his^ 
blood at our houfe, deprived of life with-^- 
in this half hour by my unhappy^ hand. 

1 was iuddenl> flruck dumb with fur^ 
prife and honor.. All the occalions and 
conlequenees of this direful event whirU 
ed thrcugh my imagination in a fearful 
&cctffi(»n. What muft now become of 
my foul's fole enjoyment ! what indig-- 
nitics muft have been offered ! what vio 
latitn might fhe not, or rather, muft flie- 
Bot have fufleieci, before ihe could be 
brought to perpetrate io terrible a deed!- 
% g^r^w infiantly- fick^. and putting in^r 
■ ^ head 
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head through the window, <le(ired the 
coachman to ftop at the firft tavern. I 
ordered the drawer to haften, with a pint . 
of Spanifh white wine, to the door, and I 
preffed and compelled my wife to fwallow 
a part. Our fpirits being in fome degree 
fettled tfiereoy, we drgve to a private 
ftreet, on the right-hand of Cheapfide, 
where I took a back-room and clofet, up 
two pair of ftairs, at one Mrs Jennett's, 
an old maid and a mantua-maker. I 
immediately ordered a fire to be kindled^^ 
and the tea things to be laid, and, giving 
the fervant a crown, defired her to bring 
the value in proper ingredients. 

The evening was now fliut in; afid, 
.while the maid was abroad, not afyllable 
paflfed between my wife and mc. I dreaded 
to inquire of what I ftill more dreaded 
to underfland ; and Arabella feemed to 
labour under fome mighty oppreflion ; 
when retiring to the clofet, where our bed 
flood, fhe covered her child up warm, 
and kneeling down by his fide, broke 
forth into a violent torrent of tears, inter- 
mingled with heavings and half-lhangled 
fobs. 

I fat ftill without feeming to obferve 
her emotion. I was fenfiblc that nature^ 
wanted this kindly relief. The teas a^d 
fugars were brought, the kettle was put oa 

the/ 
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the BrCf and the maid had again retired; 
when I gently called to my Arabellai te^ 
come forth, with a voice of the tnieflr 
love, and fofteft endearment, that ever yet 
breathed from a human bofom* 

Her eyes were already wiped, her conn* 
tenance compofed, and her motions and 
demeanour much more fettled than be- 
fore. She fat down with a rifing iigh; 
which ihe checked with a half foiile. Mf 
Arabella, faid I, my only -joy, my un- 
meafured bleiSng I what is it that thud 
diftraAs my dearer part of exifiqnce ? 
Tour mind, your fpirit, my angel, is ftill 
pure and unpolluted; and bodies are, 
merely as bodies, incapable of defilement^ 
being doomed from our birth to diflbli/*- 
tion and corruption. 

Ah, my Hammy, &e exclaimed, you. 
are quite btfide the mark; 1 iigh not, I 
weep not, I grieve not for myfelf. I 
fear not, nor regard the confequences^ 
however fatal, of what has happened— 
Suppofe a fudden and ihanieful death— ^ 
I thank my God for it, death will offec 
me up a victim ilill pure and unpolluted.. 
But O the wretched Stivers, what is now 
become of him ? fent^ fo fuddenly and un- 
provided, to his eternal audit. Unhappy 
that I am ! perhaps an inil rumen t of per- 
ditioa to an immoruL being. Ah, rather. 

that 
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t;hat I had not been born ! would I had 
periihed in his ilead ! A death in the 
caufe of virtue, had been my advocate for 
mercy. 

How is this ? my Arabella, I cried* 
Is condemnation then to be brought up- 
on the good, becaufe they oppofe thcmw 
felves to evil ? Would you have cen- 
iiired any one living, except yourfelf, 
for having given you this deliverance, 
by the death of the ravifher? No, 
furely, in the daily and nightly rob- 
beries, maiTacres, and aflaflinations, that 
the violent machinate againft the peace- 
ful ; is it the fault of thofe who ftand ia 
the defence of righteoufnefs, that villains 
t)ften perifli in the aft of tranfgreifion ! 
Tell me, my fweet mourner; in the 
facking of a city, when the luftful and 
bloody foldiery are loofed to their whole 
delight in burnings, rapes, rapines^ 
flaughters, bowlings, and violations ; is 
it the perpetrators of all thefc horrors 
that you compaffionate, when they hap- 
pen to be cruflied in the ruins they have 
wrought? Meritorious, my Arabella, 
moft meritorious were that hand who 
fliould cut a whole hoft of fuch infernals 
from the earth; remaining innocence 
and virtue would be his debtors for 
«ver« Commiferation to the flagitious is 

cruelty 
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cruelty to the juft; and he who'fparct 
them becon>es the accomplice of all their 
future crimes. 

During tea, my wife gave me an ample 
narrative of all that happened at our 
houle, while I was in confinements AS 
file fpoke, I was firft fpeechlefs with 
fearful and panting expedation ; I was 
then kindled into fury and a vehement 
thirft of vengeance, and laftly, I was 
elevated into an awful rapture. I look- 
ed at my wife with eyes fwimming with' 
l©ve and veneration ; I rofe from my feat ; 
I threw myfelf on my knees before her : 
Adorable creature, I cried, divine Ara- 
bella! lupreme excellence of woman, thus 
let me worfhip through the pureft of all 
mediums, that Godhead who infpires 
and delights in fuch perfed:ions! 

Our fortune was now reduced to very 
little more than fifteen guineas. * Wc 
had no closrths but what we wore ; and 
we did not dare to go or fend to our 
houfe for others, neither to make our- 
felves known to any acquaintance. We 
went by the name of Stapleton ; and on 
the following night I ventured abroad, 
and bought for myfelf a iew fecond-hand 
ihirts, with a common gown, and fome 
changes of linen for my wiie. 

Oa 
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'On the fifth day, at breakfaft, whiltf 
Arabella was calling her eye over a ncwf- 
paper -that flic had borrowed from Mrs 
Jcnnett, flxe turned fuddenly |>ale. What, 
file cried, before I could queftion her, ac- 
tufed of robbery, . ag well as murder ! 
that is hard indeed. But I truft that 
my lot fhall not exceed my refignation. 
And fo faying^ flie handed me over the 
paper with a fmile, in which heaven ap- 
peared to open. 

' The advertifeipenl ran thus— ^ -»• 

<* Whereas Arabella Clement, alias 
♦' Graves, did, on the 15th day of 
•* September inftant, moft barbaroufly 
*<* ftab and murder the right hon* 
^* James ^ =^ ^ *, late lord Stivers, at 
•* a houfe of ill report, where flie for- 
** merly had kept a milliner's fliop, in 
**< Fleet-ftreet : and whereas flie did 
«< further rob the faid right hon. Sco. 
« of a large purfe of money, his gol4i 
-** repeater, fnuff-box, diamond-ring^ 
** &c. and did, laftly, flee for the fame^ 
** as may be proved, and is evident, 
•^« from the examination and tcflimony 
*« of three concurring witnefles : Now 
«« his majefty, in his gracious abhor- 
•* rence of fuch crimes, doth hereby 
?« promife a reward of three hundred 
I* guineas to any perfon who fliall flops 
Vol* L B b <« difcovei:^ 
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<^ difcover, or arrcft the Taid Arabella, 
** fo as that (he may be brought to 
** condign and adequate puniilKnenty 
-«« if any fuch may be jfound^ for fuch 
^* unequalled oflfcnces/' 
' O, faid my wife^^ I perceive that my 
enemies will fwear home, indeed. Their 
plunder of lord Stivers can no way be 
ajQTured fave by my condemnation. But, 
be it as it mayj that Providence, who 
over-rules the wickednefs of this world, 
may yet give fubmiffion a clue to efcape 
its perplexities: and my innocence, I 
truft, will be an equivalent to all that the 
world can inflift, and much more than an 
equivalent to all that it can beftow. ^ 

I now had every thing to fear for my 
Arabella, as well from the interefted vil- 
lainy of the witneffes, as from the power 
of the miniflry, and the refentment of the 
relations of fo great a man ; and I looked 
upon her death to be as certain as her cap- 
tion. Had I been the firft in remainder, 
to the greate^ eftate in England, I would 
have exchanged my whole intereft, for as 
much ready calh as would have ferved lo 
convey us to fome region of fafety. But 
this was not prafticable, with the very 
fmall remainder of the iRrreck of our 
fortune; and we had taken our lodging 
(ertai£ at fifty (hUlings per quartert 



Tk^ FOOL OF qUALITt. igt 

: We appeared, as little as poffibk, even 
to the lodgers of the houfe ; and I inti* 
mated to my landlady, that it was the 
fate of many a gentleman to be obliged 
to abfcond, till his aflFairs could be com«^ 
pounded with hard-hearted creditors. 

During the fpace of nine months, our 
principal diet was Weak tea and bread \ 
and if we ventured, at odd times, on a 
fmall jointofmeat,itferveduscold,ha{hed 
and minced, from one week to the other. 

As my wife did not dare to take in work^ 
nor I to ftir abroad to lookf or employment,^ 
our chief entertainment was the reading 
fome old folio books of hiftory and divini*^ 
ty, which \ borrowed from Mps Jennetti 
and which' had belonged to her father. 

How fmall muft be the cravings of fimv^ 
pie nature, when a family, like ours^ 
accufiomed to afBuence, could fubfifi, m 
London, without murmuring, for upward 
mi nine months, on lefs than eight gui- 
neas ! But our fund was now exhaulled 
to a few ihillings ; and my fword, watch, 
and buckles, were alfo gone, in difcharge 
of our three quarters rent to the land* 
lady. Ruin ftared us in the face. 1 be- 
beld as it were a gulph> unfathomable 
and impafiible, opening beneath' our feet^ 
and heaven and earth joining to puih us 
.down the precipice* 
; .. B b 2 We^^ 
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Wf?, yet, lived a month longer, ow 
coarfe bread and cold water, with a lit tie 
milk which we got, now and then, for the 
child J but i concealed from my wife^ 
that we had not a fingle iixpence now left, 
upon earth. 

I looked up to Heaven, but without 
Jove or confidence. Dreadful Power, I 
cried, who thus breakefi to powders the 
popr veffels of thy creation ! Thou artfaidf 
to be a bounteous and benevolent caterer to 
the fpawn of the ocean, and to the worms 
of the earth. Thou clotheft the birds of 
the air, and the beafts of the foreft ; they 
hunger, and find a banquet at hand. Thoit 
. Redded the dew of thy comforts, even on, 
the unrighteous ; thou openefi thy hand^ 
and all things living are faid to be filled 
with plenteoufnefs. Arc we, alone, except- 
ipd from the immenfity of thy works? fliall' 
jthe piety of my wife, fiiall the* innocence 
of my infant, thus famifli, imregarded 
and unpitied, before thee ! 

Ah ! it is I who am the accurfed thing; 
who bring plagues upon all with whom I 
am connected. Even the labours of my 
hte^ the iffues of my honeft induftry,. 
have been changed, by thy ordinances, 
into nothing but damage ; to the impri- 
fonment of my perfon ; to the ruin of 
thofe who had the misfortune to befriend. 
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itie; and tp the death, danger, aodtle^ 
folation of all whom I held dear. I ftrivc^ 
ki Vain, with thy Omnipotence; it is too 
mighty for me, and cruljies me below th^ 
centre* Pour out then the veffels ©f thy 
wrath upon my head, but, on my head- 
alone, O jufl Creator! and take thefe lit- 
tle-ones to thy mercy, for they cannot:- 
have participated of the guilt thou arO- 
pJeafed to impute to me. 

The night was now advanced ; but that- 
which fell upon my foul, was a night- 
which would admit no ray of comfort^* 
Bor looked ever to behold another morn- 
ing. I wifhed for diffolucion to myfelf^^ 
to the univerfc, I wifhed to fee the two-' 
proprietors of my foul's late- aflFeclions,. 
now lying pale and breathlefs before my:- 
eyes. I would not have endured my heU-^ 
another moment. 1 would have given ^ 
Qiyfelf inftant death ; but I dreaded to' 
leave my defolate widow,* and • hclplefs- 
orphan^ without a friend,. as 1 then con-** 
qeived either in heaven or- earth. « 

My w!te had Iain down, with her in-- 
fanti on-tbe^bed.' Afuddcn Fefl^^ctioU' 
fiarted. My death, thought I,. may yef 
be ufeful to thofe for whom only 1 couldJ 
wilh to live* Irofe, frautically determm*^ 
cd. My brain was cm fite. 1-took-downi 
an old jp^iilol,. which hung^in a-curner ; li 
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put it into my breaft ; down flairs I- went;. 
and iffued to the ftrect. 

1 was bent on femething defperate^ but 
knew not. what. I had not gone far^ 
when I faw a large tavern open befide- 
me. I paiTed through the ^ntry, and^ 
running up ttairs, boldly entered the di- 
ning- rooni, where a nutnerous companyr 
of gentlenoien fat round their bottle; I 
elapt-to the door; and taking out the 
piftol, Gentlemen, 1 cried, I ftarve, I die 
for want } refolve, inflantly, to relieve^ 
€r to perifli along with me. 

They all fixed their eyes upon me; bull 
the meagre frenzy, a« I fuppofc, which? 
' Ihcy faw in my countenance, held them^ 
filent. The pcrfon, who was nearefl:, di*^ 
reflly took out his purfe and prelented* 
It to me. ?, again^ returned it to himt 
an^, putting up my piftol. No, no, fir^ 1 
cried, I will not take your gold, I am nO' 
robber. But, give me ifome filvcr, among 
ye, to keep, a while, from the grave, three- 
creatures who famiih amidil a plentiful^ 
Worlds 

They aJf, as by one eonfent> put their 
bands to their pockets,' and inftantlj; 
made s^ heap ef upwards of three pounds*. 
1 devomred it with my eyeu ;. I bchekl it 
as a mint of money; and panting, and 
grappEng at it like a vulture^ I iiuff'^d it* 

' < into 
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Into a fide- pocket ;. and being too full of 
acknowledgments to thank my bcnefac- 
tors, by word or token, I burft forth in- 
to tears^ and, turning from them, I got 
once more into the ftrcet, without any 
interruption. 

■ 1 made dire<Jlly home, acd^ fteppim 
foftly up flairs, I firft reftored the piftol 
to its old flation. I, then, went to the 
clofet, where my wife lay, ftill aflecp^. 
I gently waked her, by the fondnefs of 
my carefJes. My Arabella, I cried, 1 have 
ventured out, for the fii ft time ; and hea- 
ven has fent us fomc Iraall relief by x 
friend that I happened to meet. Here 
my love, I faid, putting a crown into heu 
hand, call the maid,, and lend out top 
lbn[le comfortable fuftenance ; our fall has. 
been long indeed*. 

Within a few days, our ftrength and 
©ur fpirirs be^^an to recruit, though we 
fiill continued to live much within the 
bounds of temperance* My foul, again^ 
fettled into a kmd of fuikn calm, and . 
k)oked forth, though at a diila-nce, tc^ 
iome. future dawning. 

One day, as my landlady's Bible lay 
fliut before me, a fudclen thought occur- 
red I breathed up, to G< d, a ihort and 
filent ejaculation, beieechmg him to in*- 
ftiucl oae in what I ought to do, by the 

paliage^ 
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J^aflage, upon which my thumb ihould' 
happen ta reft, on opening, the book. 1^ 
inflantly, made the venture, and found tho 
Allowing words : *• I will arife and go to 
•* my father, and will fay unto him, Fa- 
^ ther, I have iinned againft thee, and 
^ before heaven, and am no niore wor- 
^ thy to be called thy fon." 
: Alas, I was far from imagining at thaft 
time» that it was- no other thanuny Fa- 
ther in heaven, who called me ; and who 
ivould, thereby, have direded and con* 
duftcd mejo himfelf. 

I puzzled and racked my memory, to 
difcover in what I had given jull offence 
to my earthly progenitor, but rcfolvcdr 
all events, to obferve the admonition* 
, In the duikof the evenings I tied my 
handkerchief, failor-like> about m.y neck« 
1 pulled m> wig forward, and flou'chiag, 
my hat,^ I Aid out of doors ^.and ftoopn 
icg halt double, 1 limped with a couxw 
teifeited gait toward my fathers. I was 
duly apprized, that, if I knocked at the^ 
door, or dire&Jy enquired for him, I- 
ihc'uld not be admitted. U there.fore,r 
walked to and again, now near, now aloof, ^ 
for near an hour^ before his door,> in pa-^^ 
tient expectation of h^& appearance. 

I had repeated this exeiciie for hve fuc« 
viiivc. ev^nin^s,^wiiea the door at Icpgth; 

op,eacd,> 
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•pencd, and a fcrvant in livery eame up^ 
and accofted me- Is your name Clement^ 
Sir ? Suppofe it were, iays I. Suppofing, 
fo, replied he, I am ordered to tell you» 
that my m after is well informed of all- 
• your wicked defigns '^ and that if ever you 
- appear again in fight of his windows, he 
will fend yon to Newgate, without bait 
or mainprise, and profccute you to the 
laft of the laws of the land,. 

Wii parted without another word, and 
I croffed over the v^ay to a chandlerV 
fliop. The goodwoman of the houfe alf^' 
happened io iell Come fmall ale in her 
back apartments. I called for a mug^^, 
and requefted her company for a fe\e 
ir.inutes. After fome introduAory chat, 
I addrefled her in a manner that I judged 
. moft engaging for one in her fphere. She 
very freely told me the hiftory of my far- 
ther and his prefent family ; and further^ 
that it WAS his cuftom on eVery Monday 
and Friday to repair to the rradefman*ft> 
Club, at the Goi den-anchor m Temple^ 
lane, about eight of the clock at nighty 
and not to return till about eleven. ^ 

1 went home fomething iatisfied with. 

this intelligence, as I now knew where tO' 

£nd my unnatural parent, though his 

lait bairbarous and infulting meflage had 

* tendered 
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rendered me Bopelefs^ and quite averfe to • 
ainy kind of application to him. 

We had now lived three months longer 
on the laft booty, or charity, I know not 
which to cail it. We were again reduced 
to the laft fhilling, and what was ftill • 
worfe, our landlady became importunate 
for her quarter's rent* My wife had late- 
ly requciled her to look out for fome 
fempltry-work among the neighbours. 
This ihe prpmifed to do, but purpofely 
declined, as ihe ami her family got tha 
benefit of her labour gratis . 

I began again to return to my .former 
evil thoughts. I refolved to make war 
upon the whole race of man, rather thaa 
jaiy wife and infant fliould perilh in my 
.fight: hut I refleAed that it was more 
equitable to begin with a father, on whom 
nature had given me a right of depend- 
ence, than to prey upon ftrangers on 
whom neceffity alone could give me any 
claim. 

It was Monday night. The dock 
^ruck ten. 1 took down the old piilol» 
and marched coward the Anchor. I pa^^ 
tioied near the place of expectation above 
an hour. Ihe night wa^excefiive dark» 
and nu lamps in that part. At length ^ 
liitened to the io^od of difiant fteps, and 
. fboa. 
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fo^n ifter heard a voice cry Murder, mur- 
der, robbery! watch, watch! 

1 ran to the cry, and perceived one 
man on the ground, and another fiooping, 
in "ad to rifle^ his i>ockets. I inftantly 
drew ipy piftol, and ftricking at the rob-i^ 
ber's head with my full force, I laid him 
fenfelefs on the pavement. I then gent- 
ly raffed the other, who was bleeding and 
ftunned by the ftroke he had received. I 
fupportcd him ftep by ftcp toward a dif- 
tant lamp, where at length wc arrived, 
and found a tavern open. I entered and 
ordered a room with fire and lights ; and 
defired that a furgeon fhould be immedi- 
ately called. The gentleman, whofe face 
was liearly covered with blood and dirt, 
began now to recover his (Irength and 
fenfes. I got him to fwallow a fmall 
dram of fpirits, and he Hepped with me 
up ft airs, fcarcely leaning on my fhoulder. 

While wc fat by the fare, and a napkin 
and warm water were getting- ready, the 
ftranger grew paiSonate in %is acknow- 
ledgmentrfor the life, which he faid he 
owed m«, and which fervice^ he promifed 
to recompenfe to the ftretck of his 
power and fortunes. But when he had 
waflied and wiped away the blood and 
dirt from his face ; heaven ! what was my 
emotion at the fight of an afped once fo 

lovcc? 



^OD The FOOL 0^ QIJALITI'* 

loved and fo revered ! All my injuriei 
and refent meats vanifli^d inflantly frocn 
Iny memory^ I fell at his knees with z 
great cry, Is it you then, my father? mf 
once dear, my ever dear and lamented 
father ! Is it the face of a father that I 
at laft behold? I burft into tears : I wept 
aloud. I interruptedly demanded, Will 
you not know me ? will you not own me? 
will not nature fpeak in you ? will you not 
acknowledge your fon, youcpnce beloved 
Hammel, fo long the comfort of your age, 
ind the pride ot your expeftations ? 

While I fpoke, my father looked wild 
ttnd eager upon me; He, atJength, re-^ 
tollefted me through A\ my leannefs and 
|)oor apparel ; and, hefitating, replied, !^ 
1, 1 believe indeed you are my child Ham* 
tnel, and ftrait fainted away • 
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